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Conduct - Introduction

You had to be there to catch the humor of it.  When Paul changed
speaking venues in the city of Corinth from the Jewish synagogue to
the premises that wouldbecome the Church, it wasnot an
unexpected surprise.  He had been preaching there in the synagogue
for quite a while at that point.  In Acts 18 Paul came to Corinth from
Athens,and met a man named Aquila andhis wife Priscilla who were
both tent-makers just like Paul.  Well, theygot on really welland
were instantfriends.  As they got to know each other they decided
that it would be in the best interest of all three of them financially
and practically if they pooled resources, and thus we read that they
decided to let Paul live with them andcontribute towards the rent.

As Paul lived and worked side by side withAquila and his wife, we
know, because it is apparent inthe latter half of chapter 18, that
they too came to know Jesus.  Paul used his workplace as a mission
field, to minister at every opportunity. He worked and witnessed
daily,and, as was his usual custom, he went tothe synagogue
regularly to preach and teach.  Corinth was a metropolitan city and it
was not long before this itinerant preacherhad made a significant
impact which attracted huge crowds of people.

Ononeoccasion, as Paul wasconcluding a message, helooked
down the isleand sawthe back doors creeping open astwo late-
comers arrived.  Late-comersdid not concern Paul becausehe
thought that as long aspeoplewerecoming, as hewas still
preaching, the Lord could use even thevery last part of the message
to bring them to Christ. Normally, Paul wouldnot havefalteredand
justcontinued preaching,however, these late-comers were different
and none other thanhis close friends Silas and Timothy.  They made
their way upthe isletoseats at the front(there is always room in
the front row).  Having navigated their way through the crowded
pewsthey tooktheir seats. Perhaps it was seeing his friends, but
something stirred Paul up.It says that Paul was pressed in the spirit
and began really driving home the gospel.  Apparently he did it in
such a waythat the Jews went crazy in response,shouting and
blaspheming.  Paulwith alittle hesitation stepped down from the
front and walked towards themaindoors.  Commotion and chaos
weredeveloping.During this uproar members of the congregation
began preparing to leave, getting up and followingPaul out of the
door, and do you know where theywent?  One of themen who had
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given his life to the Lord said,“Hey, my house is right here. Paul, you
were really on fire there, why don’t you just sitatmy table and
continue?”  As others filed in to Justus’ house they started the home
biblestudy that would become the Church of Corinth, adjacent to the
synagogue that theyhad just been forced to leave!

1 Corinthians is Paul’s letter to the churchin whichhe startedto
explain how they ought to conduct themselves in the church.  It is
the most practical book concerning church order.  Libraries are filled
with books about how Christians are todeal with issues in the
church, yet nothing comes close to the simple and revolutionary
instruction that Paul gives in this letter.

The Corinthian Church was greatly affected by the community and
culture in which theylived.  The city of Corinth in the middle of the
5th Century A.D. was a very loose and carnal city, somethingsimilar
to Amsterdam or San Francisco.  Being a metropolitan port, it
entertained all kinds of visitors from all over the known world and
became known by all for its immorality and depravity.  Problems in
the church arosesymptomatic of the influence of the city that hosted
it.

Paul wrote to the Church in Corinth and dealt with the issues that
were prevalent in that community.  The amazing thing about Paul’s
letter is that he provided solid foundational instruction for the issues
that are prevalent in ourchurch family, in the present church at
large.  Paul dealt with these issues within the church by clearly laying
out the guidelines for how a Christian ought to conduct himself in the
house of God.
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Church

A man was answering questions fora national poll. When asked for
his church preference, he responded, "Red brick."

 There are so manypeople todaywho think that the church is a
building.  According to Paul, in the book of 1 Corinthians, the church
was somethingvery different to a brick building with a steeple and
some pews.

1:1 Paul, called as an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of
God, andSosthenes our brother,

2 To the church of God which is at Corinth, to those who
have been sanctified in Christ Jesus, saints by calling, withall
who in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
their Lord and ours:

Indian Sadhu Lotan (aka Ludkan) Baba was reported in the News in
1995 for his 2,500-mile holy journey through the Indian countryside
traveling by lying on the ground and rolling over and over and over,
the entire distance (6 to 13 mileseach day). In September 2003
(reported in video on the CBS News Web site in January 2004), he
set out on a 1,500-mile trip, rolling from Ratlam, India, to Lahore,
Pakistan, where he saidhe hoped to thank President Pervez
Musharraf for his India-Pakistan peace initiatives. Now that is one of
the strangest things in the world, foreign to most, & bazaar to the
rest.  As strange as that may seem, it’s not nearly as strange as the
difference between what Paul wroteabout here and the classic
definitions of a church.

HerePaulwrote tòthe church.’  Ask yourself, what is the church?
If you were to askanyone what they think of when the word church
is mentioned, you wouldprobably hear the words, building,
Christianity,Catholicism, perhaps family, or friendships, and perhaps
denomination,or religiousactivity. In Austria, taxes are the first
thing that people thinkofwhen‘church’ismentionedbecause the
Nazi’s instituted a large national church tax which is still enforced to
this day.  The point is people have mixed views about what the
church is.  It is avery important question to answer.

Thebible really hasonlyonepoint ofview. It is totally foreign to
the answers you might typically hear in response to the question,
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‘What is the church?’ We would do well to match our view with the
bible’s about the identity of the church.How youand Ifunction as
membersin the churchis affected by our view of what it is.

When we examine thebible we quickly discover that God does not
view the church as a building, but rather he uses terms such as a
called out assembly, Christ’s body,Christ’s bride, a holy temple, a
kingdom, and of course the dwelling of God’s Spirit.  Thebiblical view
of the church is quite different from the secular view of the church.
As a matter of fact it is radically different.

Paulexplains that when you are dealing with the church you are
dealing with God.According to thebiblical view, thechurch is God in
relationship to His people.  It is actually God himself in relationship to
His people.  Nowsomeonemight say“Wellif that is true, I donot
have to go to church, do I?” Of course the answer is, ontheone
hand, no; however,God always works out his relationship to us in
the context of a community, andGod expresses his love to us
through others in the church.

So ifyou are not part of the
churchyou miss a great
expression of God’s love foryour
life.We are flesh andblood, andwe
need toexperienceandfeel love
tangibly.He expresses his love in a
way that we can feel it.

It has been saidthat membership in a confessing body is
fundamentalto the faithful Christian life.Failure toconnect oneself
to a confessing body defies the explicit warning not to forsake‘our
assembling together.’ His understanding of this prompted Martin
Luther to say,“Apart from the church, salvation is impossible.” Not
that the church provides salvation; God does. But because the
‘saved’ one can not fulfill what it means to be a Christian apart from
the church, membership becomes the indispensable mark of
salvation.‘So highly does the Lord esteem the communion of His
church,’ Calvin wrote,’ that He considers everyone a traitor and
apostate from religion who perversely withdraws himself from any
Christian society which preserves the true ministry of the word and
sacraments.’

According to the
biblical view, the
church is God in
relationship to His
people.
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InJohn 15:12Jesus says,“this is my commandment, that ye
love one another, even as I have loved you”.

Then John reiterates this principle in his first epistle.1 John 4:20-
21If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a
liar: for he that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen,
cannot love God whom he hath not seen.21 And this
commandment have we from him, that he who loveth God
love his brother also.

According to thebiblical model, if you want to love Jesus, you must
loveHis church. If you want to practically express your love forthe
Lord you need tolove His church.  Over and over thebible saysif
you want to love God more, loveone another. The expression of
that love toward God should be through action, becausebiblical Love
is intensely practical.  Soour love for Jesus should be visible.

The ability to loveanyonehas been given to us by the Holy Spirit’s
dwelling within us.Knowing that loving someone is not dependent
on their qualities or personality, ifyou want to learnpractically how
to love Jesus,trybuilding a relationship with someone you think is
obnoxious in the church.You see,it is easy to love those that are
loveable, try loving someone who isnot.  That is exactly what God
did.  Donotdelude yourselfthatwe are loveable people, yet God
showed his love to us, the bible says,‘in that while we were yet
sinners Christ died for us.’  But it doesnot end there, becauseGod
expresses his love through us to a lost world.  When they see the
love that we have for one another they know that what we are living
for is worth far more than what they are living for.

The church is a relationship that I enter into.  I enter into it by
expressing my love towards others. Being a part of the church
means that I am inlove with the church.

Paul points out that when you are dealing with the church you are
dealing with God.He goes on to say…

3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ.

4 I thank my God always concerning you for the grace of
God which was given you in Christ Jesus, 5 that in everything
you were enriched in Him, in all speech and all knowledge, 6
even as the testimony concerning Christ was confirmed in
you, 7 so that you are not lacking in any gift, awaiting eagerly
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the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ, 8 who will also
confirm you to the end, blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus
Christ. 9 God is faithful, through whom you were called into
fellowship with His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Paul said to the Corinthians,“youpeople had such a rich and
impressive beginning when youwere saved and were soenthusiastic,
however, a rich and impressive beginning is no guarantee ofa similar
ending”.  Paul told them that Godhadinvested a lot in themandGod
called them into fellowship with His son.  He wanted them to do well,
and so he encouraged them to invest in the Church.Toinvest in the
church is to invest in your relationship with God.

We cannot invest in God without investing in the Church.
Fellowship is about investing in a relationship. A relationship is
defined by fellowship, thus it is impossible to maintain or cultivate a
better relationship with God outside the church.

Consider thesequestions:-

1.How is your relationship with the Lord?  To a great
extent the barometer of your relationship with the Lord is
your investment in the Church.  The love that you show to
the Lord is to a great degree measured by the love you show
to the church.

2.How are your relationships in the church?We cannot
enjoy fellowship with Christ whenwe are at odds with other
believers.  If we are bitter at people in the church, and say,“I
justcan not worship at this churchknowing that this believer
goes to church here”.  That soundsas though the problem is
thatwe donot understand what the church is andthatour
relationship with the Lord is clearly at a diminished capacity.
Loving the unlovable is part of loving the Lord.  We need to
invest in the church sothatour end will be better thanour
start.

3.How are your relationships outside thechurch?  The
Lord is demonstrating his love to the world through us.  That
should cause us to be more responsible in our manner of
conduct outside the church.It is said of Dietrich Boenhoffer,
the German theologian that called outpublicly for the
overthrow of Hitler, that when he was captured by Nazi
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soldiers in 1943, and taken to a concentration camp, they
asked him to address the assembly upon his arrival in the
space of two minutes.  He responded, “I donot need two
minutes, just two words, watch me.”  Though the Nazi’s beat
him relentlessly, he would smile and pray God forgive them
they know not what they do.It is said that he shared his
mealswith other prisoners and other inmates.  He loved,
cared and ministered to people in that concentration camp to
such an extent that a revival broke out in the camp.  Our
examples are powerful things,they can lead people to Christ
and they can turn peopleaway.  So, let us make sure that the
way we conduct our lives outside the church is in a manner
worthy of inciting a revival.
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Servant-hood

Once upon a mountain top, three little trees stood and dreamed of
what they wanted to become when they grew up. The first little tree
looked at the stars and said, "I want to hold treasure. I want to be
covered with gold and filled with precious stones. I will be the most
beautiful treasure chest in theworld”.  The second little tree looked
out at the small stream trickling by on its way to theocean. “I want
to betraveling mighty waters and carrying powerful kings. I will be
the strongest ship in theworld!"  The third little tree looked down
into the valley where busy men and women worked inthe busy town.
"I donot want to leave the mountain top at all. I want to grow so tall
that when people look at me, they will raise their eyes to heaven and
think of God. I will be the tallest tree in the world."  Years passed.
The rains came, the sun shone and the three little trees grew tall.
One day three woodcutters climbed the mountain. The first
woodcutter looked at the first tree and said, "This tree is beautiful, it
is perfect for me." With a swoop of his shining axe, the first tree fell.
"Now I shall be made into a beautiful chest, I shall hold wonderful
treasure," the first tree said.  The second woodcutter looked at the
second tree and said, "This tree is strong, it is perfect for me." With a
swoop of his shining axe the second tree fell. "Now Ishall sail mighty
waters," thought the second tree. "I shall be a strong ship for mighty
kings”!  The third tree felt her heart sink when the last woodcutter
looked her way. She stood straight and tall and pointed bravely to
heaven, but the woodcutter never even looked up. "Any kind of tree
will do for me," he muttered. With a swoop of his shining axe the
third tree fell.  The first tree rejoiced when the woodcutter brought
her to a carpenter’s shop, but the carpenter fashioned her into a
feedbox for animals. The once beautiful tree was not covered with
goldor with treasure. She was coated in sawdust and filled with hay
for hungry farm animals.The second tree smiled when the
woodcutter took her to a shipyard, but no mighty sailing ship was
made that day.Instead the once strong tree was hammered and
shaved into a simple fishing boat. She was too small and too weak to
sail to an ocean, or even a river, instead she was taken to asmall
lake.  The third tree was confused when the woodcutter cut her into
strong beams and left her in a lumberyard. ""What happened,” the
once tall treewondered?”“All I ever wanted was to stay on the
mountain top and point to God."  Many, many days and nights
passed. The three trees nearly forgot their dreams. But one night
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goldenstarlight poured over the first tree as a woman and her
husband whispered. The mother squeezed his hand and smiled as
the starlight shone on the smooth and sturdy wood. "This manger is
beautiful," she said. And suddenly the first tree knew that he was
holding the greatest treasure in the world.One evening a tired
traveler and his friends crowded into the old fishing boat. The
traveler fell asleep as the second tree sailed quietly out into the lake.
Soon a thundering and thrashing storm arose. The littletree
shuddered; she knewthatshe didnot have the strength to carry so
many passengers safely through the wind and the rain. The tired
man awakened. He stood up, stretched out his hand and said,
"Peace." The storm stopped as quickly as it had begun. And suddenly
the second tree knew that he was carrying the king of heaven and
earth.  One Friday morning, the third tree was startled when her
beams wereroughly pulledfrom the forgotten woodpile. She flinched
as she was carried through an angry jeering crowd. She shuddered
when soldieries nailed a man's hands to her. She felt ugly harsh and
cruel. But, on Sunday morning, when the sun rose and the earth
trembled with joy beneath her, the third tree knew that God's love
had changed everything. It had made the third tree strong and every
time people thought of the third tree, they would think of God. That
was better than being the tallest tree in the world.

We as Christians have the opportunity to cause others to think of
God.  Nothing presents more of an opportunity than our continued
conduct in life.  As people see us, God is using us as examples of
Jesus.  When it comes to the church we want people to see Jesus
when they see it.  Sometimes in the interest of being great in the
eyes of other people we can conduct ourselves in such a way that
reflects badly on the Lord.As‘the church’ we are ambassadors for
Christ andshouldreflect Him to a lost world.

Here iswhat Paul said…

10 Now I exhort you, brethren, by the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ, that you all agree and that there be no divisions
among you, but that you be made complete in the same mind
and in the same judgment. 11 For I have been informed
concerning you, my brethren, by Chloe's people, that there
are quarrels among you. 12 Now I mean this, that each one of
you is saying, "I am of Paul," and "I of Apollos," and "I of
Cephas," and "I of Christ." 13 Has Christ been divided? Paul
was not crucified for you, was he? Or were you baptized in the
name of Paul? 14 I thank God that I baptized none of you
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except Crispus and Gaius, 15 so that no one would say you
were baptized in my name. 16 Now I did baptize also the
household of Stephanas; beyond that, I do not know whether
I baptized any other. 17 For Christ did not send me to baptize,
but to preach the gospel, not in cleverness of speech, so that
the cross of Christ would not be made void.

Paul wanted them all tothink in the same way.  The implication is
thatit is possiblefor the churchto beunited.  That may sound
strange if you come from somewhere like Ireland for example that
has been torn by religious feud between Catholics and Protestants for
centuries.  Paul said,“It is possible for born-again believers to agree
no matter what denomination they adhere to.”  When we as
Christians have our purposeon bringing people into the kingdom,
and as our focus serving each other then it is totally possible to
agree.  That is to say,it is possible to agree by purpose. Now the
problem has beenworldwidethroughout the years that people who
falsely claim Christianity as their banner havebrought the name of
Christinto disrepute.The result has largely been division.

John Wesley was very much concerned about the rise of
denominations in the church and told of a dream he had. In the
dream, he was ushered to the gates of Hell. There he asked, "Are
there any Presbyterians here?" "Yes!” came the answer. Then he
asked, "Are there any Baptists? Any Episcopalians? Any Methodists?"
The answer was ”Yes” each time. Very distressed, Wesley was then
ushered to the gatesof Heaven. There he asked the same question,
and the answer was“No!” "No!"So, Wesley asked, "Who then is
inside?" Thereply was, "There are only Christians here."

Division is a breakdownof a wholeinto smaller fractions.  What we
have seen throughout church history has been rampant division.
Nowone might say,“Is that not a good thing, because it grows the
church?”  My answer would unequivocally be“Absolutely not!”
Division isnot multiplication.  When the churchmultiplies and grows,
and the leadership of that churchproduces replacements, going out
and beginning to plant another work all over again, that is a good
thing.  Division is a breakdownregardless of the explanation.

Paul notes for us the sources of division.Pride and self promotion
cause division.  People in the church who want to promote
themselves within the church cause division.  The source of that
desire for self promotion is an enemy most of us know well called
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SELF!  When people in church begin to feelthat they deserve
recognition or accolades, the resultveryoftenis an attack on the
leadership of the church, resulting in division.

We have a problem when we thinkthatwe deserve anything.
Actually all wereallydeserve is to die on the cross for our sins, and
that would be putting it lightly.  We are all wretched sinners, and it is
only‘because of God’s mercy,’ Jeremiah the prophet tells us,‘that we
are not consumed.’  Trustme; wereallydonot want what we
deserve.

Listen,Justice is gettingwhat we deserve; Mercy isnot getting
what wedeserve and grace is getting what we donot deserve.

Paul said,“I thank God”. What
did Paul thank God for?  He
thanked Him that he had baptized
so few of them that he could count
them on one hand.  What is his
point?Paul said“I donot have
cause to be proud amongyou”.  He
thanks God that he has no cause to
be proud among them.  Paul knows
thatpride and self-promotion are
the causes of division in the
church, and he points out that he
isnot proud among thembecause
he hasnot done much to brag
about there.

If we as a people in the church would stop trying to promote
ourselves but rather seek to serve one another in love, then the
church could be what it was meant to be among a dying world.  If
the entire world seesbickering and fighting why would they want to
be part of that?  Theproblem is self-promotion and pride.  The
solution is serving one another.

Paul was there to preach the gospel in such a way that he didnot
promote himself.  He said,“If I promote myself I am making the
cross of Christ void.” Division occurs when the cross of Christ is
made void.  That may seem simple but believe me it is gargantuan.

18 For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are
perishing, but to us who are being saved it is thepower of

People in the church who
want to promote
themselves within the
church cause division…
the source of that desire
for self promotion is an
enemy most of us know
well called SELF!
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God. 19 For it is written, "I WILL DESTROY THE WISDOM OF
THE WISE, AND THE CLEVERNESS OF THE CLEVER I WILL SET
ASIDE."

Now here is one of those tricky passages that are so easy to
understand when you have the context.The cross speaks of sacrifice
–which doesnot makeanysense to those that aredying.  The world
is dying and going to hell.  The philosophy of the world says‘survival
of the fittest, man!’  According to the world you have to look out for
yourself.  That philosophy is contrary to scripture.The church is not
an organization or business to promoteyou. Self promotion is
worldly.  Christianity is about sacrificing now to gain what is truly
greatin Heaven.  Give up a little now, to gain eternally.

Luke 9:23-27
23 And He was saying to them all, "If anyone wishes to

come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross
daily and follow Me”.  24 "For whoever wishes to save his life
will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake, he is the
one who will save it”.  25 "Forwhat is a man profited if he
gains the whole world, and loses or forfeits himself?”

Jesus didnot teach us to strive for riches and glory down here.  He
told us to lay down our lives for the sake of the cross. That may
seem foolish to the world but it is the way Jesustaught us.

Remember the story of Jacob.  Jacob was a schemer, and a self
promoter,(Jacobmeans heel-snatcher).  He was always trying to
manipulate situations so that he could come out on top.  In Genesis
28, Jacob had a dream.  In his dream he saw a ladder going from
heaven to earth and the angels going up and down on it.  We know
from theNew Testament that it was a symbol of Christ who bridges
the gap between heaven and earth allowing us to be ministered to
and enabling us to ministerto the Lord.  For a schemer and striveras
Jacob was, the messagewassimplythat God was in control. At the
end of the story God changed Jacob’s name to Israel which means
governed by God.Additionally it provides us with a very pertinent
point.  We can spend our lives either climbing the corporate ladder or
climbing Jacob’s ladder.  We can be those like Jacob who scheme and
manoeuver or we can take God at his word knowingthat He is in
control andbe assured that he will care for all our needs and
circumstances.
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He notes in verse 18 that salvation is a process.  Now if that does
notmake you think, you werenot listening.  He said,“We arebeing
saved.”  You see, there are three parts to our salvation.

1.Sanctification by Salvation–What that means is when we
accepted Jesus Christ as our personal Lord and Savior, we were
set apart, that is sanctified.  Paul, in 1 Corinthians 1:2 called
the church‘sanctified in Christ.’  When we accepted Christ the
spirit of God came into us and now lives the life of Christ
through us.

2.Sanctification by Glorification–Philippians 3:20-21 tells us
that in heaven our bodies will be glorified.  Wewillnot be
subject to decay and ageing,we will be again set apart, and be
able to enjoy eternity in glorified bodies

3.Sanctificationby Purification– In1 Thessalonians 4:3-4
Paul says“…this is the will of God, your sanctification; that is,
that you abstain from sexual immorality; that each of you
knows how to possess his own vessel in sanctification and
honor…” As he is saying now to the Corinthians, salvation is a
process with a past, a present, and a future part to play.

20 Where is the wise man?Where is the scribe? Where is
the debater of this age?Has not God made foolish the
wisdom of the world? 21 For since inthe wisdom of God the
world through its wisdom did not come to know God, God was
well-pleased through the foolishness of the message
preached to save those who believe. 22 For indeed Jews ask
for signs and Greeks search for wisdom; 23 but we preach
Christcrucified, to Jews a stumbling block and to Gentiles
foolishness, 24 but to those who are the called, both Jews and
Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25
Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the
weakness of God is stronger than men.

Paul is speaking of the cross here.  To thosewho are dying, the
idea of sacrifice is ludicrous.  To the religious andintelligent,itwould
seem pointless and foolishto make sacrifices for the sake of others.
This is the example that Jesus Christ set for us, not to promote
ourselves but to serve others.  The worldcan’t make sense out of it,
but nothing impacts it more.
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26 For consider your calling, brethren, that there were not
many wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many
noble; 27 but God has chosen the foolish things of the world
to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the
world to shame the things which are strong, 28 and the base
things of the world and the despised God has chosen, the
things that are not, so that He may nullify the things that are,
29 so that no man may boast before God. 30 But by His doing
you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God,
and righteousness and sanctification, and redemption, 31 so
that, just as it is written, "LET HIM WHO BOASTS, BOAST IN
THE LORD."

Paul sayshere that when God calls people,God has averydifferent
selection process.  Listen…

To: Jesus, Son of Joseph
Woodcrafter's Carpenter Shop,Nazareth 25922
From: Jordan Management Consultants

Dear Sir:
Thank you for submitting the resumes of the twelve men you have

picked for managerial positions in your new organization. All have
now taken our battery of tests; and we have not only run the results
through our computer, but also arranged personal interviews with
our psychologist and vocational aptitude consultant. The profiles of
all tests are included, and you will want to study each of them
carefully. As part of our service, we make some general comments
for your guidance, much as an auditor would include some general
statements. This is given as a result of staff consultation, and comes
without any additional fee.

It is the staff opinion that most of your nominees are lacking in
background, education and vocational aptitude for the type of
enterprise you are undertaking. They do not have the team concept.
We would recommend that you continue your search for people of
experience in managerial ability and proven capability.

Simon Peter is emotionally unstable and given to fits of temper.
Andrew has absolutely no leadership qualities. The two brothers,
James and John, the sons of Zebedee, place personal interest above
company loyalty. Thomas demonstrates a questioning attitude that
would tend to undermine morale. We feel that it is our duty to tell
you that Matthew had been blacklisted by the Greater Jerusalem
Better Business Bureau; James, the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus
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definitely have radical leanings, and they both registered a high score
on the manic-depressive scale.

One of the candidates, however, shows great potential. He is a man
of ability and resourcefulness, meets people well, has a keen
business mind, and has contacts in high places. He is highly
motivated, ambitious, and responsible. We recommend Judas Iscariot
as your controller and right-hand man. All of the other profiles are
self-explanatory.

We wish you every success in your new venture.

Sincerely,
Jordan Management Consultants

Theworld has a selection process that is quite different to the
Lord’s.  Paul tells the Corinthiansthatwhen God selected you and
called you, it flew in the face of the world’s system of selection.  God
chooses men and women who the world wouldnot give a second
thought to.  People often argue that the bible says God helps those
who help themselves.  The bible doesnot say that!Biblically, God
always helps those whocan not help themselves.God chooses those
from whomHe can bring the real value. He chooses those he can
reproduce his own life in.  We do have a part to play,it comes by
denyingself.

2:1 And when I came to you, brethren, I did not come with
superiority of speech or of wisdom, proclaiming to you the
testimony of God. 2 For I determined to know nothing among
you except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified. 3 I was with you
in weakness and in fear and in much trembling, 4 and my
message and my preaching were not in persuasive words of
wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5 so
that your faith would not rest on the wisdom of men, but on
the power of God.

Paul has said that the problem with this church is division.  He said
that division is caused by pride and self promotion.  Now when we
glance at Paul’s ministry in Corinth through these short verses we
can see that Paul was not promoting himself.  He told them,“I was a
nervous wreck, my speech was not really dynamic and powerful, I
am not an exeptional orator,and I just preached the simplegospel.”
Paul doesnot really think much of himself, and so hecertainly was
not promoting himself.He said,“I just came toserve– no plan for
promotion, nosearch for glory, just serving.”  As people, we
generally strive to stand outfrom the crowd so that we are not left



Conduct– Inductive studies in 1 Corinthians

19

behind.  As a society, we try to promote ourselves by emphasizing
our own noteworthy qualities.  Now this might be the latest method
of building upour own self esteem butit is diametrically opposed to
the message of the cross.Biblically, self is our enemy; we donot
want toencourage it.  Modern psychology tells usthatwe need self
esteem; we need to think a lot of ourselves.  Thebible tells usthat
we thinktoo much of ourselves, andthatwe are to place others
beforeourselves.  Thebible teaches us that we are to sacrifice for
the sake of others; we are to put others before us and in humility
serve them.

Now one may think,‘How is anyone going to get ahead in life by
doing that?’  First,thebible teaches that promotion comes from God.
Second, the bible teaches that we are to follow the Lord’s example
andserve others as he did.  Third, we need toworry less about life
here and store up treasures in heaven.  Comprehensively, imagine
what it would be like if everyone in the world actedinthis way. God
says every Christianshall.The realnobility, powerand value that we
needcomesonlythrough the cross.  Denying ourselves, taking up
the cross daily, and following Jesus is our life’s calling.

6 Yet we do speak wisdom among those who are mature; a
wisdom, however, not of this age nor of the rulers of this age,
who are passing away; 7 but we speak God's wisdom in a
mystery, the hidden wisdom which God predestined before
the ages to our glory; 8 the wisdom  which none of the rulers
of this age has understood; for if they had understood it they
would not have crucified the Lord of glory; 9 but just asit is
written, "THINGS WHICH EYE HAS NOT SEEN AND EAR HAS
NOT HEARD, ANDWHICH HAVE NOT ENTERED THE HEART OF
MAN, ALL THAT GOD HAS PREPARED FOR THOSE WHO LOVE
HIM."

Paulwas speaking about the cross. All that you could ever want
out of life comes through the cross. The glory people strive for
through promotion only comes through crucifixion.  It doesnot make
sense to the world, but it is the way that God makes sense in the
world.As a group of people linked solely through Jesus, love one
another in away that shatters the world’s ideas,andthose on the
outside cannot help but be affected by it.

10 For to us God revealed them through the Spirit; for the
Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God. 11 For who
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among men knows the thoughts of a man except the spirit of
the man which is in him? Even so the thoughts of God no one
knows except the Spirit of God. 12 Now we have received, not
the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that
we may know the things freely given to us by God, 13 which
things we also speak, not in words taught by human wisdom,
but in those taught by the Spirit, combining spiritual thoughts
with spiritual words.

What is he asking?  Who knows men’s hearts better?God knows
what we really want out of life. He knows deep down inside of us
better than we do.  All that we want, whether we know it or not,
comes through the cross.

14 But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit
of God, for they are foolishness to him; and he cannot
understand them, because they are spiritually appraised. 15
But he who is spiritual appraises all things, yet he himself is
appraised by no one. 16 For WHO HAS KNOWN THE MIND OF
THE LORD, THAT HE WILL INSTRUCT HIM? But we have the
mind of Christ.

In November of 2003,a 36-year-old womanin Owensboro,
Kentucky was arrested for stealing 50 antique glass eyeballs (which
have little resale value) from a hospital display case. Nowhere is a
womanwhosees tremendous value, in something that no one else
sees‘eye to eye’ with her on.  No one else reallysees value in the 50
glass eyeballs.

So it is withspirituality.The natural man finds no value in spiritual
things, he sees no sense in denying himself and putting others first,
but does see tremendous value in things that arenot really going to
have much‘resale’ value in the end.The natural man seeks to
promote himself andobtain glory.  To climb the ladder of success
and step on anyone who is inhis way.The natural man thinks of the
church as an organization to promote himself.  What Paul is saying is
that’s totallywrong. The natural man thinks of what the church can
do for him.  Thebible teaches us that we are to seek what we can
give, contribute, and invest in the church.

3:1 And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual
men, but as to men of flesh, as to infants in Christ. 2 I gave
you milk to drink, not solid food; for you were not yet able to
receive it. Indeed, even now you are not yet able, 3 for you
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are still fleshly. For since there is jealousyand strife among
you, are you not fleshly, and are you not walking like mere
men? 4 For when one says, "I am of Paul," and another, "I am
of Apollos," are you not mere men?

Paul continues to make the point that what has caused all the
problems and issues in the church is pride and self promotion.  He
tells them, “You are carnal; you are acting immaturely because
jealousy and strife are indicators of immaturity.”  Jealousy and strife
stem from self promotion.  Jealousy and strife are conditions of the
natural man trying to promote himself.  We need to be really careful
that we do not become jealous of people in church.  It can happen so
easily and it is so subtle.  We look at other people in the ministry and
become jealous, the end result is division.

5 What then is Apollos? And what is Paul? Servants through
whom you believed, even as the Lord gave opportunity to
each one. 6 I planted, Apollos watered, but God was causing
the growth. 7 So then neither the one who plants nor the one
who waters is anything,but God who causes the growth. 8 co
Now he who plants and he who waters are one; but each will
receive his own reward according to his own labor. 9 For we
are God's fellow workers; you are God's field, God's building.

Look at this…  Paul says all we areis servants.  We do not seek to
promote ourselves we are only
seeking to invest in you and
work with you.Spiritual
maturity is measured in
service.  When we serve the
Lord in humility we place
ourselvesin the constant
crucible of humiliation; putting
ourselves in a place where God
will continue to humble us.
One of the ugliest things in the
body of Christ is pride. The
answer is serving the Lord.

10 According to the grace of God which was given to me, like
a wise master builder I laid a foundation,and another is
building on it. But each man must be careful how he builds on
it. 11 For no man can lay a foundation other than the one

When we serve the Lord in
humility we place ourselves
in the constant crucible of
humiliation; putting
ourselves in a place where
God will continue to humble
us.
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which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 Now if any man builds
on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood,
hay, straw, 13 each man's work will become evident; for the
day will show it because it is to be revealed with fire, and the
fire itself will test the quality of each man's work. 14 If any
man's work which he has built on it remains, he will receive a
reward. 15 If any man's work is burned up, he will suffer loss;
but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire.

Paul makes thecontrast between the work that has gone into the
church body in Corinth, and the care in building up the body.  The
point is that we all are to be building the church.  It isnot to beleft
tojusta few.

In a museum at Greenfield Village, Detroit, Michigan, there is a
huge steam locomotive, beside this complicated piece of machinery is
a sign showing boiler pressure, size and number of wheels,
horsepower, lengths, weight and more. The bottom line indicates
that 96% of the power generated was used to move the locomotive
and only 4% was left to pull the load. Some churches are like that.

Church can often be a place where people come to see what they
can get, to promote themselves and their agenda,orto feed their
bitternessagainst those that are in the ministry.  That is not what
Church is supposed to be about.  We all have parts to play, and our
spirituality is measured to a great degree by the investment we
make.ThatGod evaluates our investment in the church is Paul’s
main point.  What is your investment in the Church?  Are you a pew-
sitter; someone who comes to church and enjoys listening to a
message as long as they,‘KEEP IT SHORT!’Are youa complaining-
whiner; someone who has always got something critical to say about
someone else in the church but can never actually say it to them
personally.  Are you a self-promoter; someone who looks at the
church as nothing more than a vehicle to peddle yourownagenda?
Or are you a self-denier, one who follows the Lord serving the body
of Christ in humility, knowing that you are nothing more than a
sinner saved by grace.

16 Do you not know that you are a temple of God andthat
the Spirit of God dwells in you? 17 If any man destroys the
temple of God, God will destroy him, for the temple of God is
holy, and that is what you are.
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Listen, The church is the temple of God.  Individually and
congregationally, we as Christians are dwelling places for the Holy
Spirit.  Anyone who is breaking down the church through division is
breaking down the temple of God.  Paul said,“Be very careful,
division is the breakdown of the temple.”  That is serious business.
We are called to buildthe temple,we are to be investing in the body
of Christ not promoting ourselves.

18 Let no man deceive himself. If any man among you
thinks that he is wise in this age, he must become foolish, so
that he may become wise. 19 For the wisdom of this worldis
foolishness before God. For it is written, "He is THE ONE WHO
CATCHES THE WISE IN THEIR CRAFTINESS"; 20 and again,
"THE LORD KNOWS THE REASONINGS of the wise, THAT THEY
ARE USELESS." 21 So then let no one boast in men. For all
things belong to you, 22 whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or
the world or life or death or things present or things to come;
all things belong to you, 23 and you belong to Christ; and
Christ belongs to God.

We all want to be used by God.  Self promotion or boasting of
ourselves is not the quality that God is looking for in men and
women.  God sees our self promotion and pride our boasting and
craftiness to make it to the top of the ladder as absolute foolishness.
God promotes people.  Self promotion and pride promote division.
Everything we want in life we already have in the Lord.  There is no
need to manoeuver and scheme in order to make others see our
value.  God sees our value and asks us to serve in humility.  If we
place others before ourselves we will be able to enjoy allthat God
has for us.

Three thingsto practice to improve your serve are:

1.Position yourself.– Learn to deny yourself and to seek to
place others before you.  Following the Lord means going from
a heel snatcher attitude to a governed by God mentality.

2.Know where youhavegot to serve.– If we are going to
serve others without promoting ourselves we need to know
what God is calling us to do.  How is God calling us to invest in
the church in such a way that we donot promoteourselves?
Knowing your calling will keep you from trying to promote
yourself.  When we know what and where God has called us to
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invest in the body of Christ, then we are more likely to be
content and able to serve inhumility.

3.Serve with all you have got!–Begininvesting in the body of
Christ.  There is no better way to begin humbling ourselves
than learning to serve in places where we will not necessarily
be praised.  Encourage others to invest in the Body of Christ as
well and as you serve in the church, invest in those people that
serve along side you.  Be an encourager and a blessing to
others in your behavior and speech.  Love the church while you
serve the church.
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Faithfulness

In 1972, NASA launched the exploratory space probe Pioneer 10.
According to Leon Jaroff inTime Magazine, the satellite's primary
mission was to reach Jupiter, photograph the planet and its moons,
and beam data back to earth about Jupiter's magnetic field, radiation
belts, and atmosphere. Scientists regarded this as a boldplan, for at
that time no earth satellite had ever gone beyond Mars, and they
feared the asteroid belt would destroy the satellite before it could
reach its target. But Pioneer 10 accomplished its mission and much,
much more. Swinging past the giant planet in November 1973,
Jupiter's immense gravity hurled Pioneer 10 at a higher rate of speed
toward the edge of the solar system. At one billion miles from the
sun, Pioneer 10 passed Saturn. At some two billion miles, it hurtled
past Uranus; Neptune at nearlythree billion miles; Pluto at almost
four billion miles. By 1997, twenty-five years after its launch, Pioneer
10 was more than six billion miles from the sun. And despite that
immense distance, Pioneer 10 continued to beam back radio signals
to scientistson Earth.‘Perhaps most remarkable,’ wrote Jaroff,’those
signals emanate from an 8-watt transmitter, which radiates about as
much power as a bedroom night light, and takes more than nine
hours to reach Earth.'The Little Satellite That Could was not qualified
to do what it did. Engineers designed Pioneer 10 with a useful life of
just three years. But it kept going and going. By simple longevity, its
tiny 8-wattradiotransmitter accomplished more than anyone
thought possible.

So it is when we offer ourselves to serve the Lord. God can work
even through someone with 8-watt abilities. God cannot work,
however, through someone whodoes not even try.

Most people put such an emphasis on faith that one would think
that is the one thing lacking in the church today.  In Jesus’ ministry
we see he was constantly encouraging people to respond with faith
and through faith.  Look at howPaul unfolds this characteristic we
call faith.

4:1 Let a man regard us in this manner, as servants of Christ
and stewards of themysteries of God. 2 In this case,
moreover, it is required of stewards that one be found
trustworthy. 3 But to me it is a very small thing that I may be



Conduct �  Inductive studies in 1 Corinthians

26

examined by you, or by any human court; in fact, I do not
even examine myself. 4 For I am conscious ofnothing against
myself, yet I am not by this acquitted; but the one who
examines me is the Lord. 5 Therefore do not go on passing
judgment before the time, but wait until the Lord comes who
will both bring to light the things hidden in the darkness and
disclose the motives of men's hearts; and then each man's
praise will come to him from God.

Paul said to the Corinthian church,“When you think of us think of
us as stewards ofthe mysteries of God.”  He wanted them to think of
him as a servant.  The one thing that is required of servants is to be
trustworthy, the word there is faithfulness.  The one thing that is so
necessary for a servant of the Lord is faithfulness.  Turn ona
Christian televisionchannelandyou are bound to see someone
telling you to‘Have faith,’ or to‘Plant a seed,’ or to‘Touch the
screen,’ or to‘Send a check.’  They sayit’s all about faith.  But is it
really?  Paul says,“No, not really!”The church doesnot need people
who are full of faith but people who are faithful

Faith is very practical.  I will sit on my kitchen chair as long as I
have faith that it will hold me up.  I will drive my car as long as I
have faith the wheels arenot going to come off on thehighway.
Faith works itself out over a period of time.  Peopleconfuseemotion
with faith.  The book of Hebrews says faith is the substance of things
hoped for, and the evidence of things unseen.  What he is saying is
our faith is worked out as we live for heaven, looking forward to the
kingdom.  Paul says what is needed isfaithfulness. Faithfulness
simply meanshonest fidelity andcommitment to the Lord and it begs
that we beginserving the Lord.Biblical faithfulness is showing the
fullness of one’s faith by staying in one place.The church needs
people who are committed to serving the Lord.

Paul had a clear conscience.
Faithfulness brings a good
conscience. When we are
faithful to the Lord we have no
secret sins.  Faithfulness
means we are obedient to the
word of God.

As we choose to serve the Lord faithfully, we placeourselves in
positions for the Lord to continue ministering to us in a very special
way, and keep ourselves,‘Out of trouble.’  If you and I are busy

The church does not need
people that are full of faith but
people who are faithful
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serving in the body of Christ we are going to spend a lot less time
serving other things.  When wemanage to remain faithful to the
Lord, there is no overhanging dark cloud ofguilt that we wonder if
anyone else can see.

The problem is that after we have been faithful to serve the Lord
we find out that no onetells us how good we are. If we are serving
in order toobtain praise then we are not serving the Lord, and we
will be sorely disappointed in the end.Look to God for your praise–
it will help youtobe faithful.

6 Now these things, brethren, I have figuratively applied to
myself and Apollos for your sakes, so that in us you may learn
not to exceed what is written, so that no one of you will
become arrogant in behalf of one against the other. 7 For who
regards you as superior? What do you have that you did not
receive? And if you did receive it, why do you boast as if you
had not received it?

Look at what he says,‘I have applied these things figuratively to
Apollos andmyself.’ Forwhose sake?  For their sakes.  He is saying
he wants them to apply these things to their lives.  He wants them to
begin implementing these things practicallyin their lives.  In their
unfaithfulness they haverevealed something about their spiritual
condition.  They are arrogant and that is because they have been
unfaithful to the Lord.Arrogance causes unfaithfulness, and vice
versa.Now, when we say unfaithful it means they have not been
faithful to invest in their relationship with the Lord and they have
also allowed themselves tofallback into sin.

Consider Jean-Jacques Rousseau, who wrote in 1762 The Social
Contract, with its familiar opening line: "Man was born free, and
everywhere he is in chains." But the liberty Rousseau envisioned was
not freedom from state tyranny; it was freedom from personal
obligations. In his mind, the threat of tyranny came from smaller
social groupings-family, church, workplace etc. We can escape the
claims made by these groups, Rousseau said, by transferring
complete loyalty to the state. In his words, each citizen can become
"perfectly independent from all his fellow citizens" through becoming
"excessively dependent on the republic."  This idea smacks so
obviously of totalitarianism that one wonders by what twisted path of
logic Rousseau came up with it. Historian Paul Johnson, in his book
Intellectuals, offers a hypothesis. At the time Rousseau was writing
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The Social Contract, Johnson explains, he was struggling with a great
personal dilemma.A chronic bohemian, Rousseau had drifted from
job to job, from mistress to mistress. Eventually, he began living
with a simple servant girl named Therese. When Therese presented
him with a baby, Rousseau was, in his own words, "Thrown into the
greatest embarrassment." His burning desire was to be received into
Parisian high society, and an illegitimate child was an awkward
encumbrance. Friends whispered that unwanted offspring were
customarily sent to a "foundling asylum." A few days later, a tiny,
blanketed bundle was left on the steps of the local orphanage. Four
more children were born to Therese and Jean-Jacques; each one
ended up on the orphanage steps. Records show that most of the
babies in the institution died; a few who survived became beggars.
Rousseau knew that, and several of his books and letters reveal
vigorous attempts to justify his action. At first he was defensive,
saying he could not work in a house "filled with domestic cares and
the noise of children." Later his stance becameself-righteous. He
insisted he was only following the teachings of Plato: Hadnot Plato
said the state is better equipped than parents to raise good citizens?
Later, when Rousseau turned to political theory, these ideas seem to
re-appear in the form of general policy recommendations. For
example, he said responsibility for educating children should be
taken away from parents and given to the state. And his ideal state
is one where impersonal institutions liberate citizens from all
personal obligations. Now, here was a man who himself had turned
to a state institution for relief from personal obligations. Was his own
experience transmuted into political theory? It is risky business to try
to read personal motives, however, we do know thatuntil the end of
his life Rousseau struggled with guilt. In his last book, he grieved
that he had lacked, in the words of historian Will Durant, "the simple
courage tobring up a family."

Unfaithfulness causes arrogance because people want to defend
themselves and their unfaithfulness.It is the same way with the
Lord; if we serve him faithfully we keep ourselves from that
arrogance.

8 You are already filled, you have already become rich, you
have become kings without us; and indeed, I wish that you
had become kings so that we also might reign with you. 9 For,
I think, God has exhibited us apostles last of all, as men
condemned to death; because we have become a spectacle to
the world, both to angels and to men. 10 We are fools for
Christ's sake, but you are prudent in Christ; we are weak, but
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you are strong; you are distinguished, but we are without
honor. 11 To this present hour we are both hungry and
thirsty, and are poorly clothed, and are roughly treated, and
are homeless; 12 and we toil, working with our own hands;
when we are reviled, we bless; when we are persecuted, we
endure; 13 when we are slandered, we try to conciliate; we
have become as the scum of the world, the dregs of all things,
even until now.

Paul began by telling them how much they thought of themselves.
He said,“youpeople think fartoo much of yourselves.”  Paul
contrasted their idea of themselves and the reality of what he had
experienced personally.  He illustrated their proud condition verses
the conditions he and Apollos had found themselves in.

14 I do not write these things to shame you, but to
admonish you as my beloved children. 15 For if you were to
have countless tutors in Christ, yet you would not have many
fathers, for in Christ Jesus I became your father through the
gospel. 16 Therefore I exhort you, be imitators of me. 17 For
this reason I have sent to you Timothy, who is my beloved
and faithful child in the Lord, and he will remind you of my
ways which are in Christ, just as I teach everywhere in every
church. 18 Now some have become arrogant, as though I
were not coming to you. 19 But I will come to you soon, if the
Lord wills, and I shall find out, not the words of those who are
arrogant but their power. 20 For the kingdom of God does not
consist in words but in power. 21 What do you desire? Shall I
come to you with a rod, or with love and a spirit of
gentleness?

Paul’sintentionin this segmentwas to admonish them to be
faithful. He said,“Be imitators of me.”  Had Paul been faithful to
serve the Lord, to serve the body of Christ in such a way that he did
not promote himself but rather put others before himself?  Of course
he had, and the result was the church that he had planted in Corinth.
Be faithful.  He used Timothy as an example.Timothy was an
imitator of Paul. Timothy served faithfully in humility.  Now what
does Paul callTimothy?‘His child in the Lord’.  Paul had probably
broughtTimothy to Christ, and had definitely discipled him.  The
result of Paul’s discipleship of Timothy was reproducing himself in
Timothy.  So when Paul said look atTimothy, he is sayingthat
Timothy is positive proof that I served faithfully in humility.  If we
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are not faithfully serving the Lord in humility the danger isthat we
could become arrogant.  What did they think?  They thoughtthat
Paul wasnot coming.  Paul said your arrogance has deceived you, I
am most definitely coming.Arrogance causes self deception.  We
need to be very careful aboutarrogance; the place to keep ourselves
from arrogance, is in service to the Lord.

One of the most tragic events during the Reagan Presidency of the
U.S. was the Sunday morning terrorist bombing of the Marine
barracks in Beirut, in which hundreds of Americans were killed or
wounded as they slept.Maybe you can recall the terrible scenes as
the dazed survivors worked to dig out their trapped brothers from
beneath the rubble. A few days after the tragedy,  an extraordinary
storywastold. MarineCorps Commandant Paul X Kelly, visited some
of the wounded survivors then in a Frankfurt, Germany, hospital.
Among them was Corporal Jeffrey Lee Nashton, severely wounded in
the incident. Nashton had so many tubes running in and out of his
body that a witness said he looked more like a machine than a man;
yet he survived. As Kelly neared him, Nashton, struggling to move
and racked with pain, motioned for a piece of paper and a pen. He
wrote a brief note and passed it back to the Commandant. On the
slip of paper were but two words-- "Semper Fi" the Latin motto of
the Marines meaning "forever faithful." With those two simple words
Nashton spoke for the millions of Americans who have sacrificed
body and limb and their lives for their country-- those who have
remained faithful.

Faithfulness is what the church needs.  The church desperately
needs men and women who are willing to serve the Lord faithfully,
who desire to grow spiritually,and whoknow that it comes through
serving the Lord.

Remember the three key points Paul makes aboutFaithfulness.

1.Faithfulness means obedience– Faithfulness to the Lord is
really the issue.  God doesnot need men and women who are
full of faith but men and women who are faithful.  If we are
going to be faithful it begs thatwe will live in obedience.

2.Obedience leads to service– Obedience to the Lord
inevitably results in serving the Lord.  The Lord didnot save
us, train us, and gift us so that we could be couch potatoes on
our way to heaven.  He has invested in us inthehope that we
will invest in others.  Christian believers are generally untapped
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resources, as believerswe have so much to give butnever do;
now that is not only sad, but also disobedient.  When we
become disobedient refusing to serve the Lord, we inevitably
become arrogant and self righteous.

3.Service needs humility– In my opinion, one of the most
disgusting things in the world is seeing someonesupposedlyin
service to the Lord, but in reality is serving no-one but
themselves.Arrogance and pridedo not stop a person from
continuing in ministry.Peoplecan go on for years working for
the church, yet all the while have an attitude of serving no-one
but themselves.UnfortunatelyI have seen this happenquite
often.  There is nothing more repulsive to people, or toThe
Lord, than a pride and arrogance in the servants of the church.
Humility is an essential asset.
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Sacrifice

Itis said that,‘Integrity costs a lot, but hypocrisy costs a lot more.’
That is so true.  In order for us to be people of integrity, it is going to
requiresacrifice.We are all going to sacrifice in life, and the
question is what are we sacrificing for?  If we have a purpose for
sacrifice it makes itmuchmore meaningful to actually be doing it.  If
we live forthe Lord in integrity that means we will make sacrifices.
Really, living forThe Lord is defined by making sacrifices, if we do it
with integrity.  However, if we live in hypocrisy, likewise, sacrifices
will be made but they will be the things we should be holding onto,
like honesty, purity, and morality.  Integrity does cost a lot, but
living in hypocrisy costs exponentially more.

Look at what Paul has to say in the next segment…

5:1 It is actually reported that there is immorality among
you, and immorality of such a kind as does not exist even
among the Gentiles, that someone has his father's wife. 2 You
have become arrogant and have not mourned instead, so that
the one who had done this deed would be removed from your
midst.

Paul said that there was an immorality in the church that was worse
than the immorality outside thechurch, what was going on inside the
church was a great deal worse than any sinbeing committed outside.
They lived in Corinth, the most carnal, fleshly andunpleasant
communityin that era, secondonlyto Sodom or Gomorrah.It is
remarkable forPaul tohave made this quite sweeping statementand
his point is that there is no immorality outside the church that can be
compared with what is going on inside the church. Hewas speaking
about sin in the body of Christ.

They should have been mourning over the sinwithin in order to
remove the immoral person.  You might ask,‘how does that work?’
Thepoint that Paul brings to our attention is that immoral people do
not want to mourn over sin, when a person is caught up in sin, they
certainly arenot going to want toattend a prayer meeting which will
be praying specifically about that particular sin; it would be
anathema to that person.

Paul now elaborates onhow this works out practically…



Conduct– Inductive studies in 1 Corinthians

33

3 For I, on my part, though absent in body but present in
spirit, have already judged him who has so committed this, as
though I were present. 4 In the name of our Lord Jesus, when
you are assembled, and I with you in spirit, with the power of
our Lord Jesus, 5 I have decided to deliver such a one to
Satan for the destruction of his flesh, so that his spirit may be
saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.

In speaking of the person livingimmorally and caught up in
immorality,Paul says let him go. Here is this phrase that is so tricky
at first, butwhen putin context makes total sense.  Hand him over
to Satan?  That means that you allow him to leave the covering and
protection of the body of Christ.  Handing a person over to Satan is
not a spooky,eerieactivity; it is a very practical means of rooting
out blatant arrogant sin in the church.He says mourn over the sin
and the immoral person will repent or leave.  Someone in the Church
was sleeping with his step mother.Paul is telling them to hold a
prayer meeting where they all pray corporately about sexual
immorality and especially incest and adultery.If you do, what do
you think that young mans’ response will be?He will either be so
convicted that he repents or he willjust leave.  Mourn over the sin
and the immoral person will repent or leave.  Now if he leaves, he is
moving out of the covering and strength of the church and thus
becomesa target for Satan.If he leaves let him go and he will either
repent or die– either way, God delivers him.

6 Your boasting is not good. Do you not know that a little
leaven leavens the whole lump of dough?  7 Clean out the old
leaven so that you may be a new lump, just as you are in fact
unleavened. For Christ our Passover also has been sacrificed.
8 Therefore let us celebrate the feast, not with old leaven, nor
with the leaven of malice and wickedness, but with the
unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.

Paul says immorality spreads whether you want it to or notbecause
of the nature of sin. Sin corrupts but immorality can be cleansed
from the church, it doesnot signal the downfall of the local church.
What Paul is telling them to do is to sacrifice the immorality.  If the
Corinthians mourn over the sin andsomeone leaves the church, the
result oftenmeans areduction innumbers and no-one likes that.  It
is possible thatothers wouldalso leavebecausethe person or
persons who leftweretheirfriends, or they thought it was unfair or
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unkind.  We are not talking about doing things fairly orunfairly; we
are talking about doing thingsbiblically.Paul said sacrifice the
immoral personand be sincereand fruitful. Although the implication
isreferring topeople leaving the church, if the church obeys God
sincerely and continues to produce fruit thenit is worth it; the
reductionin church numbers is a very small price to pay in
comparison to the pricethat Jesus paid on the cross for us.

Todayno one wants to make anysacrifices; noone wants to be
uncomfortable.  The truth isthatwe are all going to have tomake
sacrifices in life.  If we are going to sacrifice let us do it because we
are being obedient to the word of God,let us do it to produce fruit,
and then sacrifice can be a good thing,otherwise sacrifice is just
sacrifice for the sake ofsacrificeandquitepointless.

9 I wrote you in my letter not to associate with immoral
people; 10 I did not at all mean with the immoral people of
this world, or with the covetous and swindlers, or with
idolaters, for then you would have to go out of the world. 11
But actually, I wrote to you not to associate with any so-
called brother if he is an immoral person, or covetous, or an
idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or a swindler--not even to
eat with such a one. 12 For what have I to do with judging
outsiders? Do you not judge those who are within the church?
13 But those who are outside, God judges. REMOVE THE
WICKED MAN FROM AMONG YOURSELVES.

This is where Paul really begins toemphasise his point.He speaks
about judging those in the church.  People in church often say,“do
not judge me,” as they continuetoabuse illegal substances, or
“judge not like the bible says,” as they continueto frequentbarsand
get drunk.Paul says“judge those in the church” because God’s
credibility is on the line.

When I was at Bible College one of
the greatest things that ever
happened to me wasbeing harshly
rebuked by a friend.I had made
some decisions andtakensteps in
a wrong direction; some friends
whoknew were of the opinion that
it really did not matter,however,
subsequentlyanother friend
rebuked me harshly andtold me

If we are going to
sacrifice lets do it
because we are being
obedient to the word of
God, let us do it to
produce fruit.
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that I was ‘bringing a bad name to Christianity!’   At the time I did
notreallyappreciate it, but not long after I began to see that God
was moving through that brother, and had he not rebuked me who
knows where I would be today.Thebible says that if God loves you;
he is going to rebuke you when you go off track.

Paul is saying‘judge those inside the church’.   What do people in
church struggle with?  Mourn over it.  If people leave, then they
leave, however, be sincere and obedient to the Lord no matter what
the cost, if people repent, then you are bearing fruit.

Thesesinful practices and immoral activitiesare normal outside the
church but inside the church they discredit God. If you are part of
the church your sin was judged on the cross.God deals with sinners
outside the church. The church is to deal with sinners inside.  The
Church is to be a living example of godliness.

6:1 Does any one of you, when he has a caseagainst his
neighbor, dare to go to law before the unrighteous and not
before the saints? 2 Or do you not know that the saints will
judge the world? If the world is judged by you, are you not
competent to constitute the smallest law courts? 3 Do you not
know that we will judge angels? How much more matters of
this life? 4 So if you have law courts dealing with matters of
this life, do you appoint them as judges who are of no account
in the church? 5 I say this to your shame. Is it so, that there
is not among you one wise man who will be able to decide
between his brethren, 6 but brother goes to law with brother,
and that before unbelievers?

Here Paulspeaks about court cases and legal trials which the
people in Corinth werepursuing.  The Corinthians had wronged each
other in certain ways and so wereintent ontakinglegal action.  Paul
says,‘Don’t take inside matters outside the church!’  If we have
problems within the church, with believers against believers, we are
competent enough todeal withand settle the issues withouthaving
togo to court.

A farmer had anargument with his neighbor over a wandering cow.
The result was that the neighbor left the argument and kept his
friends cow, even though they had been friends for many years, the
farmer allowed this situation to terminate this friendship with his
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neighbor. One day a traveling carpenter came to thefarmer’s house
and asked the farmer if he had any work for him. After thinking
about it for a bit the farmer said‘yes’. He took the carpenter over to
a stream and said‘yousee that stream, it used to be a pond that my
neighbor and I used to share; last week we had a argument and my
neighbor took his tractor and plowed a ditch so that the water now
flows betweenthe property separating us. I want you to build a fence
along my property high enoughsothat I donot have to see him any
more’. The farmermade his way intotown to take care ofsome
business matters and the carpenterbegan the work. At the end of
the day the farmer returned home with great expectations, hoping
not to have to look at his neighbor anylonger because of the new
fence, however, when the farmerarrived homehe was shocked to
find that there was no fence and thatthe carpenterwaswaiting for
him. The farmer parked his truck and went over to the carpenter
saying, “what have you been doing all day and where is my fence”?.
The carpenter took the farmer down to the stream and to the
farmer’s astonishment saw thathe had built a bridge from his
property over the stream to hisneighbor’sproperty. Before he could
say anything he saw his neighbor coming over towards them, within
a few momentshe had crossed the bridgeandcame up to the farmer
saying“you are too good”.So, they made up their differences, the
cow was returned and they became close friends once again. Later
that evening the farmer asked the carpenter to stay on full time, he
would give him full time work and pay him well.The carpenter
declinedand said “‘I must go as there are more bridges to be built”.
Fortunately this carpenter was there to help thesepeople settle this
issue inside their own land.  Paul is pointing out that we too have a
carpenter who builds bridges.  Jesus of Nazareth is able to settle
issues within the church if we are willing tomakesomesacrifices.

Paul’s point is that the church can handlemostdomesticissues that
believers have, and problems that Christians encounter.  Those at
Corinth were going outside of the church andtaking legal action.
Paul tells them,“You are letting the world set the paceand lead the
race.” The churchshouldbe outinfront in this race, taking the lead
and setting the pace.  The race?  That’s right, we are likened in the
bible to runners in a race going after the prize, and we are not to be
following the lead of the world around us.  That meansthatwe do
not follow the world’s example; we are to set an example for the
world around us.We donot look to the world for leadership and
council, they look to us. Paul is saying,“When youpeople cannot
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settle your own issues in the church but take them before
unbelievers, you set a terrible example.”

7 Actually, then, it is already a defeat for you, that you have
lawsuits with one another. Why not rather be wronged? Why
not rather be defrauded? 8 On the contrary, you yourselves
wrong and defraud. You do this even to your brethren.

 Paul says “The world is winning the race”.  They were setting a
horrible example before the unbelievers.  When unbelievers look at
the church and it is full of people complaining about each others
wrongs and rights, it causes them to pity the church.  Paul is pointing
out that it would be better to absorb the loss than to discredit God
before the world.  If someone in church wrongs you, just absorbit;
donot bring it in front of unbelievers because you give Christianity a
bad name.

9 Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit
the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived; neither fornicators,
nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor
homosexuals, 10 nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor
drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers, will inherit the
kingdom of God. 11 Such were some of you; but you were
washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the
name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our God.

He begins talking about the future destiny of those outside the
church.  He tells us that unbelievers are on their way to hell.  That
being so, the Christian example that they see should be impeccable.
In Corinth the church was bringing a terrible name to Christianity as
a bunch of hypocrites, connivers, and charlatans. That is why Paul is
saying, ‘it would be bettertojust absorb the loss even though it
might be quite a sacrifice.’  The Corinthiansdidnot want to sacrifice
so they took each other to court.Paul says, ‘Because youwillnot
sacrifice now, you cause others to lose out eternally.’He points out
that the people outside the church,unbelievers,are
going to Hell. It is better to
sacrifice now than to allow your
example to keep unbelievers from
the kingdom of God.Paul
reminds the church,‘You people
were goingto Hell, andnowyou

It’s better to sacrifice now
than to allow your example
to keep unbelievers from
the kingdom of God.
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are not because ofa carpenter’s
sacrificing.’

The Point is to sacrifice for othersandset an example because their
eternityisat stake. He mentions three things thatare very helpful
to us.  He says,‘You werewashed, but you weresanctified, but
you werejustified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the
Spirit of our God.’ He says we were washed meaning washed clean
of our sins by the blood of Jesus.  We were sanctified, that is set
apart as holy unto God.  He says we were justified, which means we
were declared innocent in the sight of God.

It is so important if we intend to be a peoplewilling to make
sacrifices for the eternity of others, that we be in a place where we
are washed, set apart, and being declared innocent in the sight of
God.  Where does that take place?  In the Church!  We were washed
by the blood, but wewill be continually washed by the water of the
word of God as we continue to make bible study a crucial part of our
spiritual development.  We were sanctified by God when we were
saved, and we are being sanctified by God presently and we learn
that in the Church.  It was declared that we were innocent when we
placed our trust in Jesus Christ to save us from our sins, and it is in
Church that we are continually being reminded that we are innocent
in the sight of God.

12 All things are lawful for me, but not all things are
profitable. All things are lawful for me, but I will not be
mastered by anything. 13 Food is for the stomach and the
stomach is for food, but God will do away with both of them.
Yet the body is not for immorality, but for the Lord, and the
Lord is for the body. 14 Now God has not only raised the Lord,
but will also raise usup through His power. 15 Do you not
know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I then
take away the members of Christ and make them members of
a prostitute? May it never be! 16 Or do you not know that the
one who joins himself to a prostitute is one body with her?
For He says, "THE TWO SHALL BECOME ONE FLESH." 17 But
the one who joins himself to the Lord is one spirit with Him.
18 Flee immorality. Every other sin that a man commits is
outside the body, but the immoral man sins against his own
body. 19 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the
Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that
you are not your own? 20 For you have been bought with a
price: therefore glorify God in your body.
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In 1982,‘ABC Evening News’ reported on an unusual work of
modern art-a chair affixed to a shotgun. It was to be viewed by
sitting in the chair and looking directly into thegun barrel. The gun
was loaded and set on a timer to fire at an undetermined moment
within the next hundred years. The amazing thing was that people
waited in lines to sit and stare into thebarrel! They all knew the gun
could go off at point-blank range at any moment, but they were
gambling that the fatal blast wouldnot happen during THEIR minute
in the chair.Yes, itwas foolhardy, yet many people who wouldnot
dream of sitting in that chair live a lifetime gambling that they can
get away with sin. Foolishly they ignore the risk until the inevitable
self-destruction that it reaps upon our lives.

Paul begins talkingaboutimmoral conduct.  He points out that our
bodies are forTheLord in the same way that our stomachs are for
food.The appetites and cravings we have are not for immorality, but
in factthey are for God.  The church was fooling around with
immorality, and Paul told themthattheywere gambling at a no win
game.Fornication destroys thesoul; it has effects that are
irreversible.

Now this is where Paulbecomes interesting, by pointing out that
our bodies will be resurrected.  Now we knowbiblicallythat when we
go to be withThe Lordthatwe get new bodies.  According to Paul
ournew bodies are resurrected bodies.  In this paragraph he
encourages us to be really careful what we do with our bodies, while
at the same time telling usthatwe will live in resurrected bodies.
The implication is that the resurrected bodies, the glorified bodies
have much to do with our present bodies.  There is a real sobering
encouragement from the Lord here to be really careful whatwe take
our bodies into.

The second sobering encouragement to be careful whatwe do is
substantiated by the fact that we have Jesus in us and when the
church is in immorality it takes Jesus with it. We as believers are
dwelling places for the Holy Spirit thus when we go into some gross
sin we take the Spirit with us and in that wayinvolve Jesus in that
activity.

What Paul is doing in this segment is showing us that when we are
unwilling to make sacrifices we bring a bad name toThe Lord.  The
Lord’s reputation isat stake here.  What that means is the eternity of
a lost world is on the line, and our examples play a tremendous role
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in bringingothers into a relationship with the Lord.  The Lord is
telling us that the sacrifices that he wants us to make are sins that
also bring harm to us.  In that sense the Lord is looking out for our
best interests.  The real question is- Are we willing to make the
sacrifices thatThe Lord asks us to make, for our own good and to
maintain a good witness to a lost and dying world.‘Sacrifice the sin
inyour lives,’ is what Paul is saying.The price God asks us to pay is
minuteand is still all for our well being.My salvation cost me
nothing while it cost God everythingand it was all for me.  The issue
is, are wewilling to make sacrifices for the eternity of others.  If our
answer is no then what we are essentially saying is that we would
rather allow people to go to hell than make any sacrifices that would
cost us anything personally.  That is a horrible place to be.

In that place between wakefulness and dreams, I found myself ina
room.There were no distinguishing features except for one wall
covered with small index card files.They were like the ones in
libraries that list titles by author or subject in alphabetical order.
However,these files, which stretched from floorto ceiling and
seemingly to infinity in either direction, had very different
headings.As I drew near to the wall of files, the first to catch my
attention was one that read "Girls I have liked." I opened it and
began flipping through the cards.I quickly shut it, Shocked to
realize that I recognized the names written on each one.Then
without being told, I knew exactly where I was.This lifeless room
with its small files was a crude catalog system for my life.Here were
written the actions of my every moment, big and small, in a detail
my memory couldnot match.A sense of wonder and curiosity,
coupled with horror, stirred within me as I began randomly opening
files and exploring their content, some brought joy and sweet
memories,others a sense of shame and regret so intense that I
looked over my shoulder to see if anyone was watching.A file
named "Friends" was next to one marked "Friends I have betrayed."
The titles ranged from mundane to the outright weird."Books I Have
Read," "Lies Ihavetold," "Comfort I havegiven", "Jokes Ihave
laughed at." Some were almost hilarious in their exactness: "Things I
haveshouted at my brothers." Others I couldnot laugh at: "Things I
Have Done in My Anger" "Things I Have Muttered Under My Breath at
My Parents." I never ceased to be surprised by the contents.Often
there were many more cards than I expected.Sometimes fewer
than I hoped.I was overwhelmed by the sheer volume of the life I
have lived.Could it be possible that I had the time in my years to
write each of these thousands or even millions of cards? But each
card confirmed this truth, each was written in my own handwriting,



Conduct– Inductive studies in 1 Corinthians

41

each signed with my signature.When I pulled out the file marked
"TV Shows I have watched," I realized the files grew to contain their
contents.The cards were packedtightly and yet after two or three
yards, I hadnot found the end of the file.I shut it, shamed, not so
much by the quality of shows but more by the vast time I knew that
file represented. When I came to a file marked ‘Lustful Thoughts’ I
felt a chill run through my body.I pulled the file out only an inch,
not willing to test its size, and drew out a card.I shuddered at its
detailed content.I felt sick to think that such amoment had been
recorded.An almost animal rage broke on me.
One thought dominated mymind; ‘No-one must ever see these
cards! No-one must ever see this room! I have to destroy them!’ In
aninsane frenzy I yanked the file out.Its size didn't matter now.I
had to empty it and burn the cards, but as I took it at one end and
began pounding it on thefloor; I could not dislodge a single card.I
became desperate and pulled out a card, only to find it as strong as
steel when I tried to tearit, defeated and utterly helpless, I returned
the file to its slot.Leaning my forehead against the wall, I let out a
long, self-pitying sigh,then I saw it, the titlesaid, "People I Have
Shared the Gospelwith." The handle was brighter than those around
it, newer, almost unused.I pulled on its handle and a small box not
more than three inches long fell into my hands.I could count the
cards it contained on one hand.And then the tears came.I began
to weep, sobs so deep that they hurt,they started in my stomach
and shook through me.I fell on my knees and cried.I cried out of
shame, from the overwhelming shame of it all,the rows of file
shelves swirled in my tear-filledeyes; no one must ever, ever know
of this room,I must lock it up and hide the key.But then as I
pushed away the tears, I saw Him.No, please not Him.Not
here.Oh, anyone but Jesus!I watched helplessly as He began to
open the files and read the cards.I couldnot bear to watch His
response, and in the moments I could bring myself to look at His
face, I saw a sorrow deeper than my own.He seemed to intuitively
go to the worst boxes, why did He have to read every one? Finally He
turned and looked at me from across theroom;He looked at me with
pity in His eyes, but this was a pity that didnot anger me.I dropped
my head, covered my face with my hands and began to cry again,He
walked over and put His arm around me,He could have said so many
things but He didn't say a word,He just cried with me.Then He got
up and walked back to the wall of files.Starting at one end of the
room,He took out a file and, one by one,began to sign His name
over mine on each card."No!" I shouted rushing to Him, all I could
find to say was "No! No!," as I pulled the card from Him.His name
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shouldnot be on these cards, but there it was, written in red so rich,
so dark,and so alive, the name of Jesus covered mine,it was written
with His blood.He gently took the card back, smiled a sad smile and
began to sign the cards.I don't think I will ever understand how He
did it so quickly, but the next instant it seemed that I heard Him
close the last file and walk back to my side.He placed His hand on
my shoulder and said, "It is finished." I stood up, and He led me out
of the room, there was no lock onthe door, there werestill cards to
be written.

What is most important to us in our lives?  Are we willing to make what
little sacrifices he asks us to make when Heaven and Hell arethe
choices?  Are we willing?  What little God asks of us when he has given
us so much!
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Relationships

If you think yourrelationships have problems, consider the
marriage mayhem created when 76-year-old Bill Baker of London
recently wed Edna Harvey. She happened to be his granddaughter's
husband's mother. That's where the confusion began, according to
Baker's granddaughter, Lynn. "My mother-in-law is now my step-
grandmother. My grandfather is now my stepfather-in-law. My mom
is my sister-in-law and my brother is my nephew. But even crazier is
that I'm now married to my uncle and my own children are my
cousins."

Paul now spends forty verses speaking on one of the most
controversial subjects in church today–domesticrelationships.

7:1 Now concerning the things about which you wrote, it is
good fora man not to touch a woman. 2 But because of
immoralities, each man is to have his own wife, and each
woman is to have her own husband. 3 The husband must
fulfill his duty to his wife, and likewise also the wife to her
husband. 4 The wife does not have authority over her own
body, but the husband does; and likewise also the husband
does not have authority over his own body, but the wife does.
5 Stop depriving one another, except by agreement for a time,
so that you may devote yourselves to prayer, and come
together again so that Satan will not tempt you because of
your lack of self-control. 6 But this I say by way of
concession, not of command. 7 Yet I wish that all men were
even as I myself am. However, each man has his own gift
from God, one in this manner, and another in that.

The Corinthians had writtentoPaulconcerning relationships
between menandwomen and askedquestionsabout virgins, married
couples, widows and divorcees.  There are somesurprising things
that we find in this segment.

He began saying,‘A man shouldnot touch a woman in a
relationshipunless they are getting married.’ Paul encourages
marriage. Sex is part of being married andPaul encourages lots of
sex in marriage. Manypeople thinkthatthe bible doesnot cover
somethinglike sex, however, the bible is where we find out the truth
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about sex, God made sex for us.  The rule is that unlessyou are
married you donot touch each other.  It really does disappoint me
when I see young Christian couples spending so much time alone
togetherwhilst they are unmarried, it is so dangerous anda danger
that no-one is impervious to.  God categorically prohibits sex outside
ofmarriage; however, within the bonds of marriage, sex is
encouraged.

Think about this. If acouple sleep together, andsubsequently
decide not to marry then they both have slept with someone else’s
spouse, they have just slept with someone’s future mother or father,
andthey have just slept withsomeone’s son or daughter.God says
unless your married-- Hands off!

In marriage God encourages sex, in fact Paul says the only time
you are not to have sex in marriage is if you both have agreed to
abstain in order todevote time to the Lord in fasting and prayer.
Now all coupleswillhave problems from time to time. The man has
his needs and the woman hers;when the woman’s needs arenot
met, the man’s needs usuallysuffer.  God says then that is a good
time to fast and pray, seek the Lordand askhow you might better
be able to fulfill your role as a husband or wife.Intimacy is so
important in a marriage.  The only time when it is reallyacceptable
not to be intimate is when,by mutual agreement, the husband and
wife are fasting and praying, thenPaul saysa ‘no intimacy’ policy is
acceptable.There isnot a huge problem with that, butit is not
mandatory nor is it effective in drawing you closer to God, he says
thatit is acceptable to spend time apart butthatit is not really
advisable.

Paul wasnot married when he wrote this and given thathe was a
former member of theSanhedrin or the Jewish High council, he
would have been married, however, at this point Paul is single, either
divorced or widowed.In that status he says onecan give more time
and energy to the ministry because a single person can devote hisor
her entire life much more easily thansomeone who is married.
Whena person marries, their priorities changeandobviously their
interestsbecomedivided, Paul is sayingthatbeing single frees you
to minister in a unique way,but that is not to say that a husband or
wife cannot be used equally powerfully.

8 But I say to the unmarried and to widows that it is good
for them if they remain even as I. 9 But if they do not have
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self-control, let them marry; for it is better to marry than to
burn with passion.

Here is where it gets exciting.  Paul begins to break down all of the
different categories of domestic relationships and here he speaks to
the unmarried and the widows.  We know that he is talking to
divorced Christians and to Christian widowsand widowers because
he speaks to the yetto bemarried, or the virgins in the 7th

paragraph, here he is speaking to divorced orbereaved men and
women in the church, he says remain even as I am.  In the last
paragraph Paul spoke of his singleness due to beingdivorced or
widowed and now he speaks to thosewho find themselves in the
same situation, he says,“marriage doesnot prohibit you from being
gifted and used.”  All Christians who are single should really take
advantage oftheirsinglestatus, there are real spiritual benefits to
being single, however, there are alsosignificant struggles with being
single.  So here he talks about thosewho have had a mate and now
do not, once again they fall into the single category; isn’t that great?
God is so forgiving. Even thewordDIVORCEDcarries with it so
much baggage, God says if you are a Christian and you find yourself
divorced or bereaved you just fall into the single category again.

Nowremember, Paul is not endorsing divorce any more than he is
endorsingmurder, divorce is a terrible thing and shouldnot be taken
lightly; it is a sin and a terrible one at that.  The Bible says that there
is no good reason to divorce, as Christians, divorce cannot even be a
consideration, people divorce to makelife better for themselves.
Thosewho are divorcedshouldrecognize that they have sinned;
generally when peopledodivorce they blame the other person when
the reality is that iftheyhadlearned to make sacrifices, divorce
wouldnothave been considered as an option. Divorce is a sin but
notunforgivable,ithappens and God knows it, when it does happen
the divorcee becomes single again.

10 But to the married I give instructions, not I, but the Lord,
that the wife should not leave her husband 11(but if she does
leave, she must remain unmarried, or else be reconciled to
her husband), and that the husband should not divorce his
wife.

Now Paul moves to another category of Christian, he is talking to
Christianswho are married to Christiansand saying thatthey arenot
to leave one another, divorce is not to be considered as an option.
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Paul gives the example that the wife is not to leave the husband,
however, thefact is that couples doseparate;Christian womendo
leave theirhusbands, which isa reality oflife. Although it isas
forbidden as any sin, God knows that it happens.  Paul saysthata
wife who has lefther husbandis to seek reconciliation and the
husbandlikewise.  Sometimes Christiansdoseparate and when they
do it allows them to experienceonceagain justhow much they
wanted to be married in the first place. If they separate they
becomesingle and single peoplealsohave struggles to deal with;
many of them want to be married!  If a Christian couple separate,
and do not divorce, it is very likely that as they live as singles they
will desire once again to be married.  If they have separated and are
trying to livealone, according to the Lord, they have a partner to win
back and will inevitably reconcile if they livebiblically on their own.

12 But to the rest I say, not the Lord, that if any brother has
a wife who is an unbeliever, and she consents to live with
him, he must not divorce her. 13 And a woman who has an
unbelieving husband, and he consents to live with her, she
must not send her husband away. 14 For the unbelieving
husband is sanctified through his wife, and the unbelieving
wife is sanctified through her believing husband; for
otherwise your children are unclean, but now they are holy.
15 Yet if the unbelieving one leaves, let him leave; the brother
or the sister is not under bondage in such cases, but God has
called us to peace. 16 For how do you know, O wife, whether
you will save your husband? Or how do you know, O husband,
whether you will save your wife?

Paul is addressing those married to unbelievers.  When a Christian
marries a non-Christian,he says,“Stay with them.”    Healsosays
something verystrange;“this is from him and not the Lord.”  Now,
whatdoes he mean by that?  Well,in the Old Testament God
commanded those Jewswho took pagan women as wives to‘put
them away’, or in other words divorce them.Here, Paul is saying
thatthis isnot an OldTestament commandment because as a
believer you arenot supposed to marryanunbeliever.  Paul says the
fact of the matter is that, just like divorce, people disobey God and
thereforesuch things happen.Clearlyyouwill not find this as a
commandment from the Lord because if a person had been living
biblically as a Christian they would have never married an unbeliever.

Goddefines avery simple criterion for finding a spouse.He says
that your spouse has to be of the opposite sex, andthat they must
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be a Christian.Single Christians,looking for mateshave toensure
thatthey donot look outside the Church.

2 Corinthians 6:14 says, “Do not be bound together with
unbelievers; for what partnership have righteousness and
lawlessness, or what fellowship has light with darkness?”

Christians are three-part beings; body, soul, and spirit, non-
Christians are only body, and soul. You see there is a capacity within
the soul of every man and woman that is dead; it is the spirit.  As
sinners we are born spiritually dead, thus having only two parts,
body and Soul, when we were‘born again’ the Spirit of God took up
residency within us and we became three part beings– body, soul,
and spirit.

God knows that in order for there to be lasting strength and love in
a marriage there must be a three-fold connection.  Paultells us that
we are not going to find this in the commandments of God because
He has saidthat we arenot to marry unbelievers.  Unfortunately it
happens quitefrequently andthusit isno surprise that itwas
happeningin those days too.  If that is yourcase, then the object of
staying married to an unbeliever isthatthey are your ministry.  The
unbelieving husband, or wife, and the unbelieving children are the
mission field; it becomes an evangelistic ministry.  Now it is a difficult
situation, the husband or wifewill be ministered to andhe or she
may leave, there isalso the possibility that the unbeliever will not
stay with the Christian, the Christian may not be able to convert the
unbelieving partner;then again the unbeliever might leave, might
want a divorce.It can and does happen, but the alternative is
preferable– revival in the home.

17 Only, as the Lord has assigned to each one, as God has
called each, in this manner let him walk. And so I direct in all
the churches. 18 Was any man called when he was already
circumcised? He is not to become uncircumcised. Has anyone
been called in uncircumcision? He is not to be circumcised. 19
Circumcision is nothing, and uncircumcision is nothing, but
what mattersis the keeping of the commandments of God. 20
Each man must remain in that condition in which he was
called.

Now this may seem very
strangeat first.  What is all

Remain in the place God has
you and begin you ministry as a
missionary to your own home.
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this talk about circumcision
doing in the middle of Paul’s
talk on marriage?  Well, look at what he is saying.He is saying,‘Some
of youwere saved who were circumcised,it is not arequirementfor
you to be uncircumcised to livebiblically.’ Then,‘Some of youwere
saved who werenotcircumcised;you donot need tobecircumcisedto
livebiblically.God saved them in the condition and position they were
in.  Some husbands came to know the Lordafter having been married
for some time, and now a Christianman finds himself married to an
unbeliever, or vice versa, some wives came to know the Lord after
having been married for some time, and now a Christian woman finds
herself married to an unbeliever.  Do theyseparate?  No!They should
retain their statusmarried or unmarried and livebiblically, that is what
Paul is emphasizing in this segment.  Remain in the place God has you
and beginyourministry as a missionary to your own home.

21 Were you called while a slave? Do not worry about it; but
if you are able also to become free, rather do that. 22 For he
who was called in the Lord while a slave, is the Lord's
freedman; likewise he who was called while free, is Christ's
slave. 23 You were boughtwith a price; do not become slaves
of men. 24 Brethren, each one is to remain with God in that
condition in which he was called.

He isspeaking to those who wereslaves or in other words
employees.  When a personis saved andfinds themselves employed
where foul language andinnuendos are in constant use, usually they
want toleave; however, God says“that is your mission field.” Some
were slaves andothers were not.  Slaves in these timeswere free in
comparison to most freemen; those that wereborn again while
slaves whowere able to become freewere advised to take the
opportunity for freedom. Essentially what Paul is sayinghereis that
yourjob is yourmission field; if that job causes you to be in
bondage, for example working at a bar where youjoin in drinking
alcohol withunbelievers, orin a situation which involves illegal
gambling orindeedany job thatwill bring your integrity into
question, then youshould leave immediately.

Free men in this life are more servants than most because they are
slaves of Christ, as Christians we are bond-slaves ofthe Lord and we
serve him alone.Those who were free when they were saved are
still slaves of Christ.He says donot seek to come out from your
position– that is where God called you– and that iswhereHe has
placed you– that is your ministry.
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25 Now concerning virgins I have no command of the Lord,
but I give an opinion as one who by the mercy of the Lord is
trustworthy. 26 I think then that this is good in view of the
present distress, that it is good for a man to remain as he is.
27 Are you bound to a wife? Do not seek to be released. Are
you released from a wife? Do not seek a wife. 28 But if you
marry, you have not sinned; and if a virgin marries, she has
not sinned. Yet such will have trouble in this life, and I am
trying to spare you. 29 But this I say, brethren, the time has
been shortened, so that from now on those who have wives
should be as though they had none; 30 and those who weep,
as though they did not weep; and those who rejoice, as
though they did not rejoice; and those who buy, as though
they did not possess; 31 and those who use the world, as
though they did not make full use of it; for the form of this
world is passing away.

 He now speaks to those young Christian men and women who are
yet tobecome involved inrelationships.  He calls them virgins,
because sex before marriage is out of the question.  He says be
contentas you are, be content ifyou are single, because the Lord
has you where he wants you.On the other hand,some in the church
were engagedto bemarried, and Paulencouraged them.  Some were
engaged to be married and the marriages were called off.“Have you
broken it off,” He asks,“Then enjoybeing single.”It is not a sin for
young men and women to get married, andit is not punishment for
your sin thatyou are havingdifficulties inyourmarriage.The most
importantissue whether you are married, divorced, single, or
engaged, is that you engage yourselfin ministry.

32 But I want you to be free from concern. One who is
unmarried is concerned about the things of the Lord, how he
may please the Lord; 33 but one who is married is concerned
about the things of the world, how he may please his wife, 34
and his interests are divided. The woman who is unmarried,
and the virgin, is concerned about the things of the Lord, that
she may be holy both in body and spirit; but one who is
married is concerned about the things of the world, how she
may please her husband. 35 This I say for your own benefit;
not to put a restraint upon you, but to promote what is
appropriate and to secure undistracted devotion to the Lord.
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There are some things that the Corinthian church is concerned
about in the area of relationships.Remember that Paul has drawna
distinction between thosewho have yet to be married and thosewho
are divorced or widowed.  Paul calls those who are yet to be married
virgins,and those no longer married, unmarried.  So, Paul says men
who are divorcees are concerned about how to please God while
married menare concerned with how to pleasetheir wives.

Then Paul speaksabout women and substantiates the distinction he
has made by saying that the widowed or divorced,and the virgin
women are concerned about how to be Holy intheir bodiesand
spirits.  The married woman is concerned with how to please her
husband just as the married man is concerned about pleasing his
wife.  Paul points out that‘No matter what camp you find yourself in
you seem to be strangled by worry.’ Paul doesnot want to add to
their anxiety and says,“I donot want you to be distracted by all
these concerns butto encourage youto devote yourselves to the
Lord.”  That is the essential issue, that there is total devotion to the
Lord.

36 But if any man thinks that he is acting unbecomingly
toward his virgin daughter, if she is past her youth, and if it
must be so, let him do what he wishes, he does not sin; let
her marry. 37 But he who stands firm in his heart, being
under no constraint, but has authority over his own will, and
has decided this in his own heart, to keep his own virgin
daughter, he will do well. 38 So then both he who gives his
own virgin daughter in marriage does well, and he who does
not give her in marriage will do better.

Paul makes a contrast between devoting ourselves to God and
fathers giving their daughters in marriage which seems strange but is
actually very clever.If there is agoodreason thatafather should
keephis daughter from marryingaparticular man, good!It is better
to look out for your child’s best interest than to send the child off
with the firstman who shows an interest in her.  A good fatherwill
always look out for hischildren.He wants his child to have the very
best, and certainly has the right to advise the child of a choice, path,
or decision that will be detrimental to them.  By devoting ourselves
to the Lord we say essentially,‘Lord YOU take control.  I know that
you love me and only want what is best for me, so I am ready and
willing to relinquish my plans to you.’  We in our own hearts, give our
Father the right, which he already holds, to be the one who searches
out a mate for our lives.
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In New York City there is a huge building called the RCA Building on
Fifth Avenue. In the entrance of that building is a gigantic statue of
Atlas, a beautifully proportioned man who, with all his muscles
straining, is holding the world upon his shoulders. There he is, the
most powerfully built man in the world, and he can barely stand up
under this burden. 'Now that is one way to live, 'trying tocarry the
world on your shoulders,’ but now come across the street with me.
On the other side of Fifth Avenue is Saint Patrick's Cathedral, and
there behind the high altar is a little shrine of the boy Jesus, perhaps
eight or nine years old, and with no effort he is holding the world in
one hand.We have a choice, we can carry the world on our
shoulders, or we can say,“Lord,I give up, here is my life, I give you
my world, the whole world.'‘  By devoting our lives to God, we
surrender our plans for the future to him, with the understanding
that he knows what is best for us.

39 A wife is bound as long as her husband lives; but if her
husband is dead, she is free to be married to whom she
wishes, only in the Lord. 40 But in my opinion she is happier if
she remains as she is; and I think that I also have the Spirit of
God.

Marriage is for life, there is no getting aroundit.  When twopeople
marrythey are bound to each other for life.  It is a serious
commitment and should not to be taken lightly.  Paul says,“I think I
know what I am talking about, I have experience, and the Spirit of
God here.’  You can almost hear Paul’s voice as he says this.
Remember, Paul feels that he is their Spiritual father and he loves
them with all his heart, he advises them in this segment, ‘Allowthe
Lord to care for all your concerns inthe area of relationships and just
devote yourselvestotallyto the Lord.’

When a Christian man or woman completely devotes themselves to
the Lord it is an incredible thing andnotseenvery often.  Many in
the church today are driven by the concerns of marriage and divorce.
Many young Christian womenbecome involved in relationships with
unbelievers out of desperation and they settle for something far less
than God would have for them.  Many Christian menbecome mixed
up in relationships with women outside the church, theirjudgment
becomes clouded and they begin to make foolish decisions
concerning their relationships.  Ultimately, in the church we find men
and women who once devoted their lives to theLord walking away
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because of those relationships.  Theend result is men and women
coming to the church and falling into the category of being yoked
with unbelievers, however,Paul says,‘be content.’  If you are
unmarried, Paul’s counsel is to be content, if you havebecome
involved in a relationship with a non-Christian and are now married
and having difficulty, be content.   God’s word for us is to be content.
How many nightmares would the people of God save themselves if
they werecontent?  We will never be able to experience the best of
what God has for us until we are content.  We will always try to take
control of our own lives and arrange it insuch a waythatwe think it
will make us happy, however, almost invariably it failsbecause of our
unhappiness.

Imagine yourself going to an ATM cash machine towithdraw some
money.  Suddenly you feelfrom behinda gun jab into your ribs and
hear someone say,“Freeze,put your hands up, turn around, and
give methe money”.  What do youdo?  You surrender.  That is what
our Lord wants us to do.

Freeze– Stop whatyou are doing.  Donot do what you have been
doing so far, anymore.  Have you been trying to arrange yourlife
and relationships so that you might be happier?STOP!  Have you
been worrying about your future as it pertains to your marital status
and your relationships?STOP! God is our loving Father and is more
than capable of bringing the very best forus; He wants what is in our
best interests.  If we were left to our own devices we would ruin our
livesconstantlythinking that we were just searching for happiness;
let him beyour source of joy and contentment and stop trying to do
it yourself.

Put your hands up– This is an attitude ofsurrender; it is a
humble stance we take when werealize that we have done it the
wrong way. It is what we do when we give up andwhat we do to
declarethatthe situation wefind ourselves in is out of our hands and
out of our control.  It is a position we take and a response we make
towards the onewho really has control.  When people are in church
and they raise their hands during a worship service, basically what
they are saying is,“I surrender!”

Turn around–This is what the word repent means, to turn around
180 degrees in the opposite direction.  Repent means doing the right
thing when and where you have been doing the wrong thing.  It
means beginning to walk in the direction and the path that God has
mapped out for you, rather than theroute youchose.
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Give all that you have got– God wants to have all of us, He
invites us to give him our all and asks us to allowHim to have the
control over our lives that we so desperately need.  He tells us this
and says"…EYE HAS NOT SEEN AND EAR HAS NOT HEARD, AND
HAS NOT ENTERED THE HEART OF MAN,ALL THAT GOD HAS
PREPARED FOR THOSE WHO LOVE HIM."  1 Corinthians2:9If we
would devote all that we have to him there would be no telling what he
could do with us.  The world would stand aside for someone who is
totally humbly devoted to God.
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Liberties

In1991 MichaelMitchell, 40, a prison escapee from Montana, was
arrested in August while attending a Seattle Mariners baseball game.
He waswaitingin a line at a souvenir stand at the ballpark, right in
front of Montana State Prison Warden Jack McCormick, who was
attending the game while on vacation. McCormick later said:‘He was
really surprised to see me. I said, 'Hi, Mike, how are you doing?'‘

At this point we look at aportion of 1 Corinthians which has caused
considerabledebate and even division over the centuries.  It is the
section of scripture that has been a real place of refuge from legalism
for many in the church today.  We come to the section on liberties.
Christian liberties are the subject Paul takes up in this segment,
however, what we find as we look at what Paul is saying in the
context, I think will surprise many.

8:1 Now concerning things sacrificed to idols, we know that
we all have knowledge. Knowledge makes arrogant, but love
edifies. 2 If anyone supposes that he knows anything, he has
not yet known as he ought to know; 3 but if anyone loves
God, he is known by Him.

As the segment begins, Paul addresses a question thatthe
Corinthianshad apparently asked him in one of their letters
concerningsacrificing to Idols.  Paul is quick to point out repeatedly
that love is the foundation of the issue of things sacrificed to idols.
Paul’s point?  He is saying thatPeople who love God are going to
struggle with things sacrificed to idols.

Now whatmust be understood is that in the Greek culture, this was
something that they dealt with.  There were huge temples erected in
honor to different gods, the god of rain, thunder, earth wind and fire,
and even music for that matter.  In order to worship at the altars of
those gods in those temples, sacrifices would be made, of animals
and suchlike.  Well, after the meat from the animal had been used in
the temple it would then be sold at a very cheap price in the
markets.  Now the Christians at Corinth were dealing with this issue
after Paulhadreceived the letter from them asking about what to do.
It should be understood that not all these Christians werewealthy;
some were poor and likemany poor people ifthey could find a
bargainthey would buy it.  Many of the Christians in Corinth would
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buy meat in the markets that had been sacrificed to Idols, it was
cheap and probablyquite good,however, there were others in the
churchwhoconsidered it to bewrong.Some were of the opinion
that once the meat had been sacrificedto idols it somehowwould
haveabsorbed some of the pagan vibes from the temple idolatry and
shouldnot be eaten by any Christianas theymight also absorb some
of that evil.

4 Therefore concerning the eating of things sacrificed to
idols, we know that there is no such thing as an idol in the
world, and that there is no God but one. 5 For even if there
are so-called gods whether in heaven or on earth, as indeed
there are many gods and many lords, 6 yet for us there is but
one God, the Father, from whom are all things and we exist
for Him; and one Lord, Jesus Christ, by whom are all things,
and we exist through Him.

When we are talking about these things called idols, we havethe
advantagebecause we know that there is only one God.  The
knowledge that wehaveliberates us; knowing that there is only one
Godfrees us from worrying that if we eat meat that has been
sacrificed to so-called gods, that itmight beevil meat; food that is
sacrificed to idols is just food. There may be many things that
people worship, but there is only one God, the knowledge we have
saves us from ignorance and fear.

Professional golfer Tommy Bolt was playing in Los Angeles and had
a caddy with a reputation of constant chatter. Before they teed off,
Bolt saidto him, "Donot say a word to me, and if I ask you
something, just answer yes or no." During the round, Bolt found the
ball next to a tree, where he had to hit under a branch, over a lake
and onto the green. He got down on his knees and looked through
the trees and sized up the shot."What do you think?" he asked the
caddy. "Five-iron?" "No, Mr. Bolt," the caddy said."What do you
mean, not a five-iron?" Bolt snorted. "Watch this shot." The caddy
rolled his eyes. "No-o-o, Mr. Bolt."But Bolt hit it and the ball
stopped about two feet from the hole. He turned to his caddy,
handed him the five-iron and said, "Now what do you think about
that? You can talk now." "Mr. Bolt," the caddy said, "that wasnot
your ball."

It has been saidthatignorance is bliss, because there is ablessing
in ignorance– you give up responsibility.  What do you mean?
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Ignorance comes from the root word that means to ignore.  When we
ignore things we do so because payingattention to what we are
ignoring would mean being responsible to what we know. Chucking
responsibilities is like sleeping in on a Mondaymorning until 11:00
when youshould have been at work at 7:00.It is warm, comfy, and
you are willing to deal with the consequences later,justas long as
you donot have to be responsible now.  When we ignore things we
do so at our own risk like Mr.Bolt did that day on thegolfcourse.

Shortly after the 1912 presidential election, Woodrow Wilson visited
anelderly aunt whom he hadnot seen for a long time. "What are you
doing these days, Woodrow?" she asked.” I have just been elected
president," replied Wilson.  "Oh, yes? President of what?" inquired
the aunt. "Of the United States."   "Don't be silly!" she snorted
impatiently.

Being ignorant of the facts bringsconsiderable shame upon those
who have been ignoring the truth.  Really there are things we want
to remain ignorant of, but there are many things we do not.  Will
Rogers said… “Everybody is ignorant, only on different subjects.”
There are some things that I am gladthatI am ignorant of, that I do
not know what it feels like to shoot heroine, or to smoke crack.
Naivety of evil is a good thing.Praise the Lord for ignorance in
certain areas.

The bottom line in this issue of eating things sacrificed to idols is
that there is only oneGod; that is what the word of God teaches.
Everything in our lives and ministries must be filtered through the
Bible. Many people tell me that ‘God can not be put in a box,’which
of course is true ifwhat is meant is that you will never fully
understand God, because His ways are higher than ours according to
Isaiah 55,however, if by saying that you mean that thebible isnot
enough, that is,‘More can be cooked up in the kitchen than just what
is written in a cookbook.’ Then what you are actually sayingis that
thebible is not enough,althoughThe Lord said that it is the full
council of God, and we cannot add to it.  That means you are calling
God a liar, and thebible says that God is not a liar.  Attributing the
fallible characteristics of man to Godis the first half of the definition
of blasphemy.  So people that say God cannot be put in a box, are
usually really saying‘God’s a liar, and what I am experiencing,
though it cannot be substantiatedbiblically, is from God.’In that
casethey are putting themselves in the place of God.  Attributing the
infallible characteristics of God to man is the other half of the
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definition of Blasphemy.  We need to be really careful toensure that
everything in our lives and ministries is filtered by the word of God.

7 However not all men have this knowledge; but some, being
accustomed to the idol until now, eat food as if it were
sacrificed to an idol; and their conscience being weak is
defiled. 8 But food will not commend us to God; we are
neither the worse if wedo not eat, nor the better if we do eat.
9 But take care that this liberty of yours does not somehow
become a stumbling block to the weak. 10 For if someone
sees you, who have knowledge, dining in an idol's temple, will
not his conscience, if he is weak, be strengthened to eat
things sacrificed to idols? 11 For through your knowledge he
who is weak is ruined, the brother for whose sake Christ died.
12 And so, by sinning against the brethren and wounding
their conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ. 13
Therefore, if food causes my brother to stumble, I will never
eat meat again, so that I will not cause my brother to
stumble.

Many people are ignorant of the fact that there are no other gods.
Peoplebecomeaccustomed to believing in other gods and it actually
weakens & defiles their conscience.  Now what isPaul talking about?
Well, those that have the Lord almighty as their God arealright, but
those that donot, have other godslike their cars or their money.
Unbelievers actually become worse and worse in their consciences as
they continue to deny Christ.  Think about it.  As a person gets older
and continues to deny Christ, that person does things, goes places
and seesthings that weaken and defile what consciences they once
had in their youth.  Paul is saying,‘Let us be clear, everyone
worships something.’  BobDylan once wrote a song that said,‘You
had better serve somebody, it may be the Devil or it may be the Lord
butyou’regoing to have to serve somebody.’Dylan was right.

Paul explained to the Corinthians that food will not bringthem
closer to Godnor pushthem farther away, it is just food.“This is the
knowledge that we have but they donot.” If we eat in an idols
temple and someone sees us they might think we are endorsing it.
By our taking liberty we cause others to think we are endorsing
something that they are wounding Christ with.My liberty can be used in
such an irresponsible way that it causes me to sin.
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Paul isreferring to Christian liberties, which are neutral non-moral
issues that the bible is not for or against.  Generally we are talking
about things that people like to do and claim abiblical substantiation
for, be it a behavior or a practice.  The most obvious‘Christian
liberties’ that come to mind are drinking alcohol and smoking
cigarettes.  Many in the church today drink alcohol and smoke
cigarettes on a regular‘social basis,’this is what we would call a
Christian liberty.

Thebible says that our bodies are temples and we should treat
them appropriately.
The cause of taking liberties
with drinking and smoking is
generally not emancipation
but rathertheir addiction.
Cigarettes are more addictive
than heroine, and thus it is
generally very difficult for
people to quit.  Alcohol is
generally equally addictive
and the same difficultyarises.

What Paul is getting at is this…‘Let us justimagine that I go into a
liquor store, to buy beer.  Now my intention may be to go home,
read a book and thenrelax in thebathwithabeer.  Now imagine
that someonefrom church sees me in the liquor storewithout me
seeing them and they watchmeas I purchase the beer.  What are
they going to think?‘Well, the pastordrinks, which must meanthat
heendorses alcohol and therefore Itoocan drink.’  So, this person
gets drunk, goes home, and his wife who is tired of his drunkenness
decides that she is going to leave him.  Now these are two Christian
people in the church and thus members of the body of Christ.Whose
fault is it that this mess happened?  It is my fault,caused by my
irresponsible behavior; I caused someone to thinkthatI was
endorsing something that tore the body of Christ up.  It wounded the
Lord through these two beautiful people.’

This is the pointthatPaulis making, he says,“If my liberty to buy
cheap meat from the temple markets is seen by someone in the
church they might thinkthatI am endorsing idol worship.”  Now
rememberthat many of the people in that metropolitan churchwould
formerly have been pagans.  Those that have become Christians
have really experienced nothing but pain and persecution ever since
they were‘born again’.  Therefore, the tendency for them would be

“As a Christian, we have the
responsibility to conduct
ourselves in a way that doesn’t
cause anyone to stumble or fall
back into sin.”
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to revert back to their old ways where they werenot experiencing all
of the persecution.  So Paul says,‘As a Christian,I have a
responsibility to conduct myself in a way that doesnot cause anyone
to stumble or fall back into sin.’ In other words, ‘I have todictate
the use of mylibertiespredominantly on how people will respond to
them.’

9:1 Am I not free? Am I not anapostle? Have I not seen
Jesus our Lord? Are you not my work in the Lord? 2 If to
others I am not an apostle, at least I am to you; for you are
the seal of my apostleship in the Lord.

Here Paul asks the question,‘Am I not free?’  Wait asecond; am I
not free in the Lord to enjoy my liberties?After all,it is by grace
that I have been saved.’ He goes on to ask,‘Am Inotan apostle?’
You see, Paul was free as a Christian, but even more than that he
was called to be an apostle.Paul says‘I amfree; I am liberated, as
a believer.’  He goes on,‘In addition,I have been called into service,
to lead others.’ ‘As a matter of fact,I actually saw Jesus Christ in
person on the road to Damascus, andJesus has used me to plant
churches.’  Paul’s point?The more and moreheexamines it he says,
‘I really need to be responsible.’  Paul understands that the example
he sets can have incredible blessing or horrific and detrimental
consequences.

3 My defense to those who examine me is this: 4 Do we not
havea right to eat and drink? 5 Do we not have a right to take
along a believing wife, even as the rest of the apostles and
the brothers of the Lord and Cephas? 6 Or do only Barnabas
and I not have a right to refrain from working? 7 Who at any
time serves as a soldier at his own expense? Who plants a
vineyard and does not eat the fruit of it? Or who tends a flock
and does not use the milk of the flock?

Paulwas being examined.  You and Iwill alsobe examined and the
answerswe give will have a direct bearing onthe conclusionspeople
willcome to through those examinations and upon which they will
base their opinions about Christianity.

Paul says we are free to eat and drink anything, knowing what we
know. We have the right to take along a believing wife, to get
married if we want. James, Judas, and Peter were married. In
additionPaul was free to receive financial support from this church
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but hedid not exercise that right.  What he is saying is that he has
rights and freedoms as a Christian, but he has laid them down.  He is
not utilizing his rights and freedoms.

Stronger believers are free to set aside their rights for the weaker
saints.  This is what Paul is getting at.  Just so that there is no
confusionabout what he is saying,“I am free to laydown my rights!”
What in the world is Paul saying?  Look at the next paragraph…

8 I am not speaking these things according to human
judgment, am I? Or does not the Law also say these things? 9
For it is written in the Law of Moses, "YOU SHALL NOT
MUZZLETHE OX WHILE HE IS THRESHING." God is not
concerned about oxen, is He? 10 Or is He speaking altogether
for our sake? Yes, for our sake it was written, because the
plowman ought to plow in hope, and the thresher to thresh in
hope of sharing the crops.  11 If we sowed spiritual things in
you, is it too much if we reap material things from you? 12 If
others share the right over you, do we not more?
Nevertheless, we did not use this right, but we endure all
things so that we will cause no hindrance to the gospel of
Christ. 13 Do you not know that those who perform sacred
services eat the food of the temple, and those who attend
regularly to the altar have their share from the altar? 14 So
also the Lord directed those who proclaim the gospel to get
their living from the gospel.

This is divineandbiblical freedomnot some human concoction of
Paul’s that he came up with.The Scripture points out that Paul had
every right to receive a wage and he uses anOld Testament example
of farming.They were not to prevent the ox from eating of the field
while he was working in the field, those who teach the word are to
make their living by the word, and this was his divineandbiblical
right.Paul’s point is that he set aside this right he had as a teacher
and church planter so that no-one wouldhave a problemwith his
message. Paul worked while he taught and ministered so that no-
one would look at him and stumble in their walk with the Lord.  So
that no-one could say that Paul was in it for the moneyand question
his motives.Paul laid aside his rights for the sake of the cross.

15 But I have used none of these things. And I am not
writing these things so that it will be done so in my case; for
it would be better for me to die than have any man make my
boast an emptyone. 16 For if I preach the gospel, I have
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nothing to boast of, for I am under compulsion; for woe is me
if I do not preach the gospel. 17 For if I do this voluntarily, I
have a reward; but if against my will, I have a stewardship
entrusted to me. 18 Whatthen is my reward? That, when I
preach the gospel, I may offer the gospel without charge, so
as not to make full use of my right in the gospel.

Paul says,“I am not taking advantage of my rights.” He says,“This
letter is not to get money either, because that would cause stumbling
in the congregation.” Paul preaches the gospel and teaches the word
because that is what he does. IfPaul preaches without beingpaid
his reward is far greater than if he made full use of his right and was
paid.  What he is saying is,“If I was writing this to get money
because of the fact that I havenot in the past, or if I was telling you
that I have laid down my rights to receive wages so that now you
would pay me, then that would mean it wasnot a freedom that I
had, rather it was a struggle.”

19 For though I am free from all men, I have made myself a
slave to all, so that I may win more. 20 To the Jews I became
as a Jew, so that I might win Jews; to those who are under
the Law, as under the Law though not being myself under the
Law, so that I might win those who are under the Law; 21 to
those who are without law, as without law, though not being
without the law of God but under the law of Christ, so that I
might win those who are without law. 22 To the weak I
became weak, that I might win the weak; I have become all
things to all men, so that I may by all means save some. 23 I
do all things for the sake of the gospel, so that I may become
a fellow partaker of it.

Paul was winning souls to Christ. He says,“This is not something I
only do here, noone pays me and that allows me to be incredibly
effective among all men,” and“Noone can stumble over the fact that
I am hiredandpaid to do this.”  Laying down his rights made him
more effective as a minister of thegospel. When we lay down our
rights and liberties we become more effective evangelically. When
we look at our liberty to drink or smoke for example, and we see that
Paul says,“If you lay them aside you will have the opportunity to be
more effective in winning people to the Lord,”then laying them down
seems like the only option.If laying down and putting aside our
Christian liberties will make us more effective in winning people to
Christ, then the question remains,“Why would we not?”
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24 Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but
only one receives the prize? Run in such a way that you may
win. 25 Everyone who competes in the games exercises self-
control in all things. They then do it to receive a perishable
wreath, but we an imperishable. 26 Therefore I run in such a
way, as not without aim; I box in such a way, as not beating
the air; 27 but I discipline my body and make it my slave, so
that, after I have preached to others, I myself will not be
disqualified.

It is about receiving the prize. Athletes train so that they willhave
a better chanceto win.  Paul says,“I live my life in such a way to be
surer to win.  What am I trying to win?  I am trying to win souls for
Christ.”  He preachesin such a way thathewill win people toChrist;
he lays downhis rights to win others to Christ in such a way that
they arenot going to stumble. If we are not laying down our rights
even those we win to Christ will be prone to stumble, backslide and
walk away.

10:1 For I do not want you to be unaware,brethren, that our
fathers were all under the cloud and all passed through the
sea; 2 and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the
sea; 3 and all ate the same spiritual food; 4 and all drank the
same spiritual drink, for they were drinking from a spiritual
rock which followed them; and the rock was Christ. 5
Nevertheless, with most of them God was not well-pleased;
for they were laid low in the wilderness.

Paul says,“The Israelites who wandered in the desert were in the
same congregation, and they all partook of Christ, yet some of them
were disqualified.” The issue usually isnot about liberty but about a
struggle. Generally people arenottooconcerned about maintaining
liberty as much as they struggle with something and refuse to give it
up.We are not to put other things before God in our lives, saying we
enjoy liberty to cover up ouridolatry; we are not to act immorally,
saying we enjoy liberties while others thinkthatwe are endorsing
something that is tearing their lives andfamiliesto pieces. We are
not to test the Lord andsay that it doesnot matter what Paul says.
We are not tocomplain, saying“Ohhow restrictive, I thought I was
free.”  God says,‘‘You are free, free to lay down your rights for the
sake of the cross.”
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6 Now these things happened as examples for us, so that we
would not crave evil things as they also craved. 7 Do not be
idolaters, as some of them were; as it is written, "THE PEOPLE
SAT DOWN TO EAT AND DRINK, AND STOOD UP TO PLAY." 8
Nor let us act immorally,as some of them did, and twenty-
three thousand fell in one day. 9 Nor let us try the Lord, as
some of them did, and were destroyed by the serpents. 10
Nor grumble, as some of them did, and were destroyed by the
destroyer. 11 Now these things happened to them as an
example, and they were written for our instruction, upon
whom the ends of the ages have come. 12 Therefore let him
who thinks he stands take heed that he does not fall. 13 No
temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man;
and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted
beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will
provide the way of escape also, so that you will be able to
endure it.

Jesus Christ laid down His rights, He is our greatest example.Jesus
Christ sacrificed. As Christians we are to be partakers of that and
this is how.  People were known in the Old Testament as either Jew
or Gentile by howthey sacrificed!  Idolatry is putting something else
in front of God in your life, if we are not willing to lay down our
liberties for the sake of the cross, when we know that by doing so it
will make us more effective in winning people to the Lord, then we
are not talking about liberty but struggle; we are talking about
idolatry.

If I am not willing to lay down myliberties when I know that by
doing so it will allow me to be more effective in keeping people out of
hell, than that is reallyimportant.  What isbeing said in a very
practical way is,“I care more about my drinking or my smoking(for
example) than I do about keeping people out of hell.  I would rather
people burn in hell for all of eternity than give up myliberty.’’If you
are not willing to sacrifice, then your idolatry is going to open you up
to things you shouldnot be opened up to.  That kind of attitude is
veryalien to Christianity, it is all about a willingness to sacrifice;
either I sacrifice a little here and now or I sacrifice the eternity of
others.

14 Therefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry. 15 I speak as
to wise men; you judge what I say. 16 Is not the cup of
blessing which we bless a sharing in the blood of Christ? Is
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not the bread which we break a sharing in the body of Christ?
17 Since there is one bread, we who are many are one body;
for we all partake of the one bread. 18 Look at the nation
Israel; are not those who eat the sacrifices sharers in the
altar? 19 What do I mean then? That a thing sacrificed to
idols is anything, or that an idol is anything? 20 No, but I say
that the things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to
demons and not to God; and I do not want you to become
sharers in demons. 21 You cannot drink the cup of the Lord
and the cup of demons; you cannot partake of the table of the
Lord and the table of demons. 22 Or do we provoke the Lord
to jealousy? We are not stronger than He, are we?

Paul says the knowledge that I have liberates me to sacrifice for the
sake ofothers; we should be seeking what is best for others. Use
your liberties in such a way to win others to Christ– If you have the
opportunity to lay down the right then do it for the sake of others.
We do this to win others to Christ in such a way that they donot
stumble, backslide, and fall away, winning souls to Christ is what we
are all about, what is important to the Lord is important to us.

23 All things are lawful, but not all things are profitable. All
things are lawful, but not all things edify. 24 Let no one seek
his own good, but that of his neighbor. 25 Eat anything that is
sold in the meat market without asking questions for
conscience' sake; 26 FOR THE EARTH IS THE LORD'S, AND ALL
IT CONTAINS. 27 If one of the unbelievers invites you and you
want to go, eat anything that is set before you without asking
questions for conscience' sake. 28 But if anyone says to you,
"This is meat sacrificed to idols," do not eat it, for the sake of
the one who informed you, and for conscience' sake; 29 I
mean not your own conscience, but the other man's; for why
is my freedom judged by another's conscience? 30 If I
partake with thankfulness, why am I slandered concerning
that for which I give thanks?

31 Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do
all to the glory of God. 32 Give no offense either to Jews or to
Greeks or to the church of God; 33 just as I also please all
men in all things, not seeking my own profit but the profit of
the many, so that they may be saved.

Actively begin looking for ways in your lifewhereyou can lay your
liberties down for the sake of the cross, we donot have to lay down
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our rights for the sake of the cross but we should want to.  Ifan
opportunity presents itself whenyou are with peoplewhom you are
trying to win to Christ, if possible, lay down the right.

Paul gives the example that if you are with unbelievers and they tell
you that the meat you are about to eat is‘Idol meat,’ then donot eat
it, now why would we not do that?  Are we not trying to win people
to Christ?  Are we not trying to show them that Christianity is not
about rules and regulations?  Of course, by laying down our rights
before unbelievers we haveanopportunity to sharewith themthe
reasonwhywe lay it down, if I am out to dinner with an unbeliever
and he offers me wine, what do I say?  Ido not wish to offend but
when offered wine, I decline.  The question isthenasked by the
unbeliever why not, I thenam presented with an opportunity to
share the gospel.It is all about winning souls for Christ.

We are to actively seek as Paul did, opportunities to lay down our
rights.  By doing so we are in actuality looking for opportunities to
win people to Christ, and to be even more effective at doing so.  The
issue of Christian liberties is really about the freedom and liberty to
lay down our rights for the sake of the cross.

A preacher had talked about this great journey that Cortes set out
for and reaching this new world found great challenges and
difficulties many of the crew wanted to sail back home when Cortes
ordered that the ships be burned. There was no turning back.He
emphasized thisDo or Die attitude!  We as Christians have a master
with this same attitude, a captain with this same philosophy.  In fact
hewentevenfurther by dying and resurrecting.  The point is that
God is very serious about winning souls for Christ, if winning souls
for Christ means sinking certain ships or burning certain vessels in
ourlives then get the matches and the gasoline out.

11:1 Be imitators of me, just as I also am of Christ.

Laying down your rights yields hugespiritualdividends. Christ is
ourexample; helaid down His rights and yielded incomparable
dividends.  Many people in the church say, they want to follow Jesus’
example.  Many Christians say they want to base their liberties on
what Jesus did.  I say Amen to that.  Paul says,“Do you want to
imitate Christ, then imitate me, because I am imitating Christ.”
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Ask yourself the following questions:-
� What liberties do I exercise?
� Are these really liberties?
� Am I caught up in Idolatry?
� Am I willing to sacrifice for Eternity?

In the Old Testament, there is a story of the Children of Israel
coming to thevalleyin Israel which isbetween two mountains called
Ebal and Gerazim.  In Joshua 8 we read that Israel came to the
mountains and half of the people stood on mount Gerazim and the
other half on mount Ebal.  Now these mountains are very unique and
you can still go to these mountain tops today and from mountain top
to mountain top carry on a conversation at over a mile apart, due to
anacoustic phenomenon unique to the geography.  Now inthe book
ofJoshua, half of the people were to stand on mount Gerazim and
the other half on Ebal and the blessings of obedience to the Lord and
the cursings of disobedience were to be read fromthetopofthese
two mountains.  The ark was to remain in the valley.  Fromthetop
ofEbal would be read the cursingsof disobedienceto the Lordand
everyone on mount Ebal and everyone on mount Gerazim would hear
them.  From atop Gerazim were to be read the blessings of
obedience to the Lord, and everyone on both mountains would hear
them.  Now,‘What is the point?’ youmay ask.  Notice that in the
camp of Israel there was no middle ground.  It was either Gerazim or
Ebal, there was no neutral area.  The point is that there is no neutral
non moral area in Christianity.  You either walk in the blessings of
obedience or walk in the cursings of disobedience.  There is no
middle ground.  The Ark of the Covenant remained in the valley.  It
is the very presence of a Holy God, just what the Ark represented,
that divides and determines the way of blessing from the way of
disobedience.
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Worship

Once upon a time, in a land far away, a beautiful, independent,
self-assured princesssawa frog as she sat, contemplating ecological
issues on the shores of an unpolluted pond in a verdant meadow
near her castle. The frog hoppedinto the princess' lap and said,
“Elegant Lady, I was once a handsome prince, until an evil witch cast
a spell upon me. One kiss from you, however, and I will turn back
into the dapper, young prince that I am, and then my sweet, we can
marry and set uphome in your castle with my mother, where you
can prepare my meals, clean my clothes, bear my children, and
forever feel grateful and happy doing so.”Thatnight, as the princess
dined sumptuously on adish of lightly sautéed frog legs seasoned in
a white wine and onion cream sauce, she chuckled and thought to
herself,“I donot think so.”

It is ahumorous story, but it reveals a deeper truth.  Modern
society frowns on the idea of roles for men and women in marriage,
calling it archaic.  God in His word lays out a framework for many
things of which marriage is only one, and He does so in order to
ensure that things be done properly and successfully.

Paul has just finished speaking about laying down rights for the
sake of the cross. Laying down rights makes us more effective in
winning people to Christ. Mostpeople arenot concerned with laying
down their rights as they struggle with something andcan not give it
up.We are partakers in the broken body of Jesus who laid down His
life.

2 Now I praise you because you remember me in everything
and hold firmly to the traditions, just as I delivered them to
you. 3 But I want you to understand that Christ is the head of
every man, and the man is the head of a woman, and God is
the head of Christ. 4 Every manwho has something on his
head while praying or prophesying disgraces his head. 5 But
every woman who has her head uncovered while praying or
prophesying disgraces her head, for she is one and the same
as the woman whose head is shaved. 6 For if a woman does
not cover her head, let her also have her hair cut off; but if it
is disgraceful for a woman to have her hair cut off or her head
shaved, let her cover her head.
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Now if ever there was acontroversialsection of scriptureit would
be this one.  The subject is head coverings, the controversy is
endless, the question is the point and the answer is simple.  To
understand this segment, one does not need a doctorate in theology,
one does not have to be a veteran Christian of twenty years, all that
is needed is attention to what Paul is saying and an open and willing
heart to obey the will of God wherever you find it.

Now there are scholarswho believe that Paul was endorsingthe
practice of women wearing shawls over their headsin orderto
display submission to their husbands.   I am not one of those
scholars, and I do not subscribe to that teaching, however, there are
others, of whom I am one,who believethatPaul is not promoting a
religious practice but rather giving us a very practical key for
worship.

The Corinthians held firmly to the traditions Paul taught them, he
had obviously taught them many things in his time there.  He points
outthatthey held firmly to the traditionshe taught without even
really understanding them.  I think that is fantastic.  A real hunger
for answers and for understanding is noble as the bible tells us in the
book of Acts 17:11.  Nevertheless I love meeting peoplewho say,
‘The bible says it, I believeit, and that is the end of it.’

Paulwantedthem tohave a goodunderstanding of this following
material and wanted them to put it into practice.  He says,“Christ is
the head of every man and the man of woman, and God of Christ.”
It issimple enough and he tells usat the outset tobe sure that we
understandit.  Understand that whenyou are talking about the head
of man what you are talking about is Christ.  Understand that when
you are speaking of the head of a woman you are speaking of man.
When you say,‘The head of Christ,’ what you are really saying is,
‘God.’

Now something needs to be clarified.  Christ is not unequal to God.
Saying that God is the head of Christ, shows that there is a willing
submission on the part of Christ to God.  Rather than force we are
talking about willing submission.   Ladies might say,very well,‘We
understand what you mean.’However, I donot think you do.

The source of covering is God; God is the head of everyone in the
church.  God is the authority over all.
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Every map has what is called a legend or a key for the reader of
thatmap to take reference from.  Here is how He lays it out

The head of every manThe head of the womanThe head of Christ
Christ Man God

Christ is the head of man

In this paragraph wewillsee that a man can worship in such a way
that he shames Christ. By covering his head, man shames Christ.
Now the question is does a man bring shame to the Lord if he wears
a hat to church?  Now how does thathappen?  If a man is in church
and he is covering Christ, then what is henotdoing?  He is not
uncovering orexalting Christ, he is not drawing attention to Christ.
According to the key of this map, he is saying, ‘By covering Christ
and not exalting Him, a man praying or prophesying shames Christ.’
If a man is praying or prophesying, and not drawing attention to
Christ then who is the attention on?  The attention is on the man.
Paulis saying,“If a man is trying to exalt himself in church in his
praying orprophesying, it is absolutely disgraceful.”  We see this in
churchquite often.  People come in and try to take over the whole
service, by their praying or prophesying, they try to draw attention
to themselves because they thinkthatthe church isnot moving in
the direction it should.  This is totally disgraceful toThe Lord and has
its roots in pride and arrogance which God absolutely hates.  Some
peoplein church constantlydraw attention tothemselves; an attitude
is totally foreign to Christianity.  A man who exalts himself rather
than Christ while praying or prophesying shouldquestion his
‘Spirituality.’  A man who covers Christ while praying or prophesying
dishonors and disgraces Christ.

The man is the head of a woman

A woman in worship either brings honor or disgrace to the man.  A
woman who uncovers her headwhen praying or prophesying
disgraces the man.  So does that mean that a womanhas to weara
scarf or ahat to church?  Well, according to the legend Paul lays out,
the head of the woman is man, therefore, a woman who uncovers
the man in praying or prophesying disgraces the man.  How does this
work?  There is a real tendency in women to uncover men in prayer
and I have heardit so many times,“Oh Lord, just make my husband
a better man.” Or“Father would you cause him to be a more patient
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and loving man than he is.” Such prayers amount to uncovering the
man in prayer.  They are supposed to be covering each other, men
and women, nevertheless, whatwefind in many churches is not just
wives but women in general praying in front of others, including the
man they are praying about, concerning all hisdownfalls.  That is
uncovering the man,a womandisplays a man's dirty laundry in front
of him and airs it in front of everyone in church.A woman is never
to do that becauseit is not a good reflection on her.

A woman caughtin adultery or whoredomhadher head shaved.
Manypeople over the years have said that a woman shouldnot show
her hair in church becauseit iswhat prostitutes did.  Paul doesnot
mention prostitutes.  Now, a woman who was caught for sleeping
around– be it whoredom or adultery,had her head shaved and it
was a sign to everyone that she had done a disgraceful thing.  What
Paul is saying is that a woman who uncoversa man while praying or
prophesying disgraces the man and disgraces herself because she
brings the utmost disgrace uponherself.A woman in worship, in
prayer, or in prophesies disgracing men disgraces herself.  A woman
uncovering the man in prayer brings the utmost of disgrace upon
herself because she reflects the man.

7 For a man ought not to have his head covered, since he is
the image and glory of God; but the woman is the glory of
man. 8 For man does not originate from woman, but woman
from man; 9 for indeed man was not created for the woman's
sake, but woman for the man's sake. 10 Therefore the woman
ought to havea symbol of authority on her head, because of
the angels.

The man's relationship with God is reflected in the woman’s
relationship to the man.He can not be a reflection of her; she can
only be a reflection of him, it is impossible for the man to be a
reflection of the woman.  This is the way God made it.

Women are naturally moreinclined to bespiritual then men and
this was the problem in the Garden.  The serpent came and tempted
EVE.He didnot tempt Adam.  His approach to the woman
demonstrated what she desired.‘Eat this and it will make you like
God.’  That is what women innately want; to beGodly.Throughout
the bible we find that women innatelydesire to bespiritual,much
morethen men.  Therefore if men could be the reflection of the
women, then we would have some really spiritual men in church.
The reality of the matter is thatmen are not reflections of women, it




