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The Inductive Method of studying the Bible is widely endorsed by all
denominations across the board.  An Inductive study of the scriptures involves
making countless observations from which the facts are derived.  With the facts
uncovered we can then draw insight from them.Every book is divided into three
parts; an introduction, a body of thought split up by segments of thought, and
finally a conclusion.  Now the authors of the Bible, inspired by the Spirit of God
wrote out their manuscripts in basically the same divisions.  Chapter and verse
divisions weren’t added until many years after the Bible was completed.  The
purpose of Inductive study is to find these divisions and segments, and to discover
what the author is communicating in the proper context.  When the divisions are
seen and the segments are found then we can more easily understand the text.
There are many difficult portions of Scripture, but when we see the portions and
their context they become very simple and clear.  The author’s segments of
thought often do not correspond to the chapter and verse divisions.The Bible is
very clear and straight-forward the problem is that people interpret the Bible.  It is
important to remember that studying the Bible is about finding out what theBible
says, not what we interpret.

Advisory
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Introduction
“The church comes out of Christ’s side in the sleep of His death.”

-WILLIAM JENKYN

“He who builds to every man's advice will have a crooked house.”
-Danish proverb

A man had come home from an extra busy day’s work to meet his excited son
who wanted to hang out and do something together. The man looked around the
house to find this picture of the world. The picture was of the globe on a sky back
ground.  He brought it to his son and they talked about our world. They talked
about many of the problems our world faces and pointed out the country they
lived in. He said "How about we cut this picture into many pieces and you can put
our world back together" the son thought that would be fun and thought of himself
as kind of a healer or a great King.The man cut up the picture and dumped the
pieceson the floor and said to his son, "Now put our world back together" thinking
it would take him a long time and he sat back on the sofa to relax.  5 minutes later
his son shows up and saysexuberantly"Here it is". The man asked him "How did you
put the world together so quickly?" The son replied "It was easy, on the back of the
picture is a big man and when you put the man togetherthe world comes
together."  Let us learn a lesson from the little boy, when we work on ourselvesour
world begins to take shape.When you build character, grow,andpersonally
develop you put the man together and then the world comes together.

The Apostle Paul in his second letter to
the Corinthians begins putting together
the pieces that make the man of God in
thehouse of the Lord.  As the man of God
is made whole the world around him fits
into place.  In Leviticus 20:26, God says to
His people, '… you are to be holy to Me,
for I the LORD am holy; and I have set you
apart from the peoples to be Mine.’ The
word that is used for ‘Holy’ is‘qadosh’
and it implies wholeness.  God here is not
suggesting or asking, but he is declaring to His people that they will be whole.It’s
not a command to begin behaving better, rather He is declaring that He is going
to heal our brokenness– to make us whole.The reason we are broken people is
because we are part of a brokenand sinfulrace.So the Apostle Paul echoes this
inthis second letter to the church at Corinth.  Paul writes to the church describing
the qualities that the people of God need to strive to treasure and maintain.  As
the people of God begin to piece together their spiritual lives, the entire world falls
into the proper perspective.  Therefore it is absolutely necessary to have a clear

It is important to
know the book of 2
Corinthians in order
to be the man or
woman of God that we
all need and want to
be in the house of the
Lord.
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and definite understanding of the book of 2 Corinthians in order to be the man or
woman of God that we all need and want to be in the house of the Lord.

The Church of Corinth was a church within a carnal city, a people among
pagans.  They were dealing with all of the issues that any church in modern society
deals with and in Paul’s first letter he dealt with those issues.  Now writing again, he
tells them how to be a people that positively impact the pagans around them.In
Paul’s first letter, hewroteto them about how to conduct themselves in the House
of God.

As we study the Biblical account, we find that Paul wrote the first letter to the
Corinthians from Ephesus around 57 A.D.  With a bit more traveling to do Paul went
to Macedonia, Philippi, and Thessalonica when he met Titus coming back from
Corinth.  Titus expressed how much good Paul’s first letter had accomplished in the
church of Corinth.  There were still a few leaders at the Corinthian church who had
some hesitations and doubt concerning Paul.Therefore Paul writes a second letter
to them, using the hesitations of himself, and his ministry as an opportunity to
disciple.   It is important to always have in the forefront of our minds that we are
disciple-makers.When people have issues with us that can often be a fantastic
opportunity to invest in those people in a critical way. For Paul this was his
opportunity to lay out some very basic spiritual applicationsfor the church to
make.Paul uses this letter to explain what deep foundations the house of the Lord
must be built on.
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Created for Comfort

“It is, and should be the care of a Christian, not to suffer for sin, nor sin in
suffering.”

-VAVASOR POWELL
“No one spoke a word to him, for they saw that his grief was very great.”

-Job 2:13

One night while conducting an evangelistic meeting in the Salvation Army
Citadel in Chicago, Booth Tucker preached on the sympathy of Jesus.After his
message a man approached him and said, "If your wife had just died, like mine
has, and your babies were crying for their mother, who would never come back,
you wouldn't be saying what you're saying.Tragically, a few days later, Tucker's
wife was killed in a train wreck. Her body was brought to Chicago and carried to
the same Citadel for the funeral. After the service the bereaved preacher looked
down into the silent face ofhis wife and then turned to those attending. "The other
day a man told me I wouldn't speak of the sympathy of Jesus if my wife had just
died. If that man is here, I want to tell him that Christ is sufficient.My heart is
broken, but it has a song put there by Jesus. I want that man to know that Jesus
Christ speaks comfort to me today."

The Bible speaks comfort to us in the first segment of the book of 2nd Corinthians.
When the Bible speaks on a subject like comfort, it gives us the bottom line.  The
Lord is not confused in any way, so when we find instruction in the word of God
concerning an issue it is always very simple and very clear.There aren’t any
ambiguous answers provided in the scriptures.  So here in the beginning of this
letterthe Lord uses Paul to write tothe church at Corinth concerning an issue for
which no shallow answer will suffice.

It’s almost as if Paul picks up the pen at the same place he set it down with his
first letter to this church.  In his first letter, Paul wrote concerning what the church is
and how we as believers are to know our calling and invest in the church in such a
way as not to promote ourselves.  He wrote in the 1st letter to the Corinthians about
sacrifice, relationships and liberties.  Paul wrote regarding spirituality, and self
denial, and he told them that they had the opportunity to live their lives as
dictated by the ministry.  1st Corinthians was an extremely tough teaching.Paul
had given the Corinthians a few years to digest the last letter.  Now He jumps right
into the deep end, and talks about Comfort.  Itseems simple enough, but Paul is
going to take his readers to new levels of understanding, and just when they think
they’ve gone as far as they can go,he is going to take them deeper still.  The first
thing he deals with in this letter is probably one of the heaviest issues to deal with.
Look…
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1:1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, To
the church of God which is at Corinth with all the saints who are throughout
Achaia:

2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Paul saysto the Corinthian Church who he is, who he’s with and who he’s writing
to.  Now obviously he’s writing to the Corinthians and they know it, because they
are the audience reading it.  Paul says it anyway and uses it as a platform to
illustrate to them that they are part of a larger body of believers.  He wants them to
know that they aren’t the only ones out there.  Often as Christians we think we are
all alone. The Bible teaches us that God will never leave us or forsake us, so we are
never alone.  On the other hand, we also need to know that there are a great
deal of believers out there that go through the same things as we do.  We are part
of the body of Christ at large, which means we are connected to those brothers
and sisters that are being crucified for their faith in Egypt, the Sudan, and Iran.
Paul tells them in the first paragraph that they are part of a larger body, to give
them a good perspective to start off with.

‘Grace and peace,’ Paul says.  There is a rule that Paul abides by, and that is this,
we cannot enjoy the peace of God until we enjoy the grace of God.  So here he
wants them to get a proper perspective on the size of the body of Christ– those
that have become recipients of God’s grace and peace.  He reminds them of the
grace that they have received from God and the peace that results from that.

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies
and God of all comfort, 4 who comforts us in all our affliction so that we will be able
to comfort those who are in any affliction with the comfort with which we ourselves
are comforted by God. 5 For just as the sufferings of Christ are ours in abundance,
so also our comfort is abundant through Christ. 6 But if we are afflicted, it is for your
comfort and salvation; or if we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which is
effective in the patient enduring of the same sufferings which we also suffer; 7 and
our hope for you is firmly grounded,
knowing that as you are sharers of our
sufferings, so also you are sharers of our
comfort.

Look closely at this paragraph.  Do you
see Paul emphasizing anything?  Over
and over again, Paul speaks about
comfort.  Our God is the God of all comfort.  The Lord comforts us in all our
afflictions.  Paul wants to make a point, and wants us to see something important
about comfort.

In1994, a newspaper in the western Netherlands city of Alphen Aan de Rijn
reported that 10 people had recently fallen victim to a denture thief. A telephone
caller would persuade a denture user to leave his dentures in a bag outside his
door at night to be picked up, adjusted forcomfort, and returned to him the next
morning.None has been returned so far. Just like the people of the Netherlands,

God allows us to
suffer so that we can
comfort others and
get them saved.
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everyone appreciates comfort.  And there is no more vital place for it than in
afflictions.

Paul says God is the ‘Father of mercies.’  Now that wouldn’t make much sense in
the context if you didn’t know what mercy is.Mercy is not getting the judgment
we deserve for our sin

Paul tells us, ‘The Father is the God of all comfort and the Father of mercies’.
The implication is that we need mercy because we deserve judgment, and we
need comfort because if we haven’t already we will experience… afflictions!   We
don’t get half of what we deserve.Christians don’t have it even close to half as
hard as unbelievers.  However, the tendency is to think when we get saved that
life is supposed to be a bed of roses.  It’s not.People suffer in life, that’s just part of
living in a sin-stricken world.Yet there is something that Paul wants the Corinthians
to know.

When people suffer they need is comfort.If all comfort comes from God then
suffering draws people to God.People suffer in life and they want comfort, they
don’t necessarily want answers.God allowsus to suffer so that we can comfort
others and get them saved.If people get saved by the comfort that we receive
through suffering, isn’t it worth it?If by our death people will come to know the
Lord, would we gladly give it up?People getting saved…Isn’t that worth suffering
for? Isn’t that worth dying for?

Our suffering and our comfort are plentiful.  Paul says, ‘if we suffer it is for you
guys.’He says we suffer for your comfort and salvation.He says we suffer for your

comfort,and that comfort will help you to endure
suffering.  He says, ‘You are going to go thru the
kind of stuff we do.’  The implication Paul is making
is that they have gone through a lot of suffering
and a lot of people have gotten saved. Paul
wants them to go through what he did because it
leads people to Christ

Patricia Frankhouser filed a lawsuit in Jeannette,
Pennsylvania, inNovember of 2004 against the Norfolk Southern railway as a result
of being hit by a train in January as she walked on railroad tracks. Frankhouser,
who suffered various cuts and a broken finger, claimed in the lawsuit that Norfolk
Southern should have posted signs alongside the tracks warning people not to
walk on them, that trains might be coming.

If people get
saved by the
comfort that we
receive through
suffering isn’t it
worth it?

All comfort comes from God

God comforts us in our affliction

We can comfort others in any affliction
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Paul is saying to thesechurch folk in Corinth that they will experience affliction,
but the answer isn’t to find someone to blame and be compensated.  Keep
reading…

8 For we do not want you to be unaware, brethren, of our affliction which came
to us in Asia, that we were burdened excessively, beyond our strength, so that we
despaired even of life; 9 indeed, we had the sentence of death within ourselves so
that we would not trust in ourselves, but in God who raises the dead; 10 who
delivered us from so great a peril of death, and will deliver us, He on whom we
have set our hope. And He will yet deliver us, 11 you also joining in helping us
through your prayers, so that thanks may be given by many persons on our behalf
for the favor bestowed on us through the prayers of many.

Now Paul has just finishedsaying thatas Christians we will suffer.  But we have it a
lot better than unbelievers.  We can receive comfort from God and allow our
afflictions to draw us into a closer relationship with him, rather than seeking to
blame someone and be compensated.  Our suffering as Christians is a powerful
tool God uses to draw people into a relationship with himself. Now he says, ‘be
aware of our affliction in Asia, we were afflicted to the point of death.’  He wants
them to be aware or familiar with what he went through.  After saying that
afflictions in the life of a believer draw unbelievers to God, the implication is
people got saved through what Paul had gone through in Asia.  Now he says he
wants them tobe familiar with, or toexperience the kind of suffering that he did.
Amazing!

Suffering deepens our relationship with God individually & personally.  Paul says,
at that point we thought we woulddie; we stopped trusting in anything but God
who raises from the dead.Nothing is more powerful in drawing people to Christ
than suffering.The hope that we have in suffering is what causes people to see
most of all that what we are living for is worth far more than what they are living
for.Nothing communicates louder than the
lighthouse standing firm in thedarkness and in
the storm.

Paul says, ‘Goddelivered us in the past and
will in the future.’  In other words, after all that
Paul has gone through, his relationship with God
is stronger than ever.  Paul trusts God
completely.  It was his suffering that causedthat
trust to birth in him.

Then, ‘The Corinthiansjoined in helping them when they were in trouble, by
praying for them.’  The sufferingthat Paul was experiencingcaused them to pray.
Suffering drew the Corinthians into a deeper relationship with God.

12 For our proud confidence is this: the testimony of our conscience, that in
holiness and godly sincerity, not in fleshly wisdom but in the grace of God, we
have conducted ourselves in the world, and especially toward you. 13 For we write

Our suffering as
Christians is a
powerful tool God
uses to draw
people into a
relationship with
himself.
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nothing else to you than what you read and understand, and I hope you will
understand until the end; 14 just as you also partially did understand us, that we
are your reason to be proud as you also are ours, in the day of our Lord Jesus.

Remember Patricia who got hit by a train?  What is irritating about that tothe
listener is that it’s nobody’s fault but hers.  Now she can throw around some blame,
but hopefully as a mature woman she will be able to see her fault and take
responsibility for her actions.  Put yourself in her shoes, and imagine you finally
come to your senses and realize it’s your fault.  That would be pretty embarrassing.
You would have no one to blame for the aching bones or the hospital bills but
yourself.  Now if Patricia was walking on the sidewalk and the train jumped the
tracks, followed her and ran her over, then she would have a place to complain.
As it is she just sounds silly.

Now Paul hereis confident of his conduct. Paul is confident in his conduct
toward them because he has been honest with them.He says, ‘we can be proud
of each other.’  In the context of suffering, Paul tells them that they should live with
integrity and honesty.Integrity & sincere living gives us confidence in suffering.  If
we Christians are dishonest and crooked gossips than when our neighbor comes
over and slugs us in the face for mouthing off; we really don’t have any place to
complain.  Paul is telling them to make sure that the suffering that they have to
endure isn’t something they’ve brought on themselves.

Our conduct in suffering shows people who we are more than anything else.  If
we suffer because of sin, then it’s a different story; but if we suffer while living
righteous lives than it’s an opportunity.  I wonder if there are loads of trials that God
wants us to endure, that are specifically tailored for us in such a way that we will
be able to endure them and our example will bring others to the Lord.  I wonder if
we are so busy enduring trials and sufferings that are just repercussions of our own
sinful behavior, that there isn’t any room for those trials that God wants us to
endure.

Personal suffering in the lives of believers is one of the most
powerful tools God has in his arsenal for getting people saved.

Because everyone suffers, the conduct demonstrated by
Christians during times of suffering is a language that
everyone can easily understand.
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Caste by Conduct
“Example is the most powerful rhetoric.”

-THOMAS BROOKS

“Integrity gives you confidence, and gives others confidence in you.”
-George Clerie

All the great injustices of history have been committed in the name of
unchecked and unbridled "majority rule."   The late Senator James A. Reed, of
Missouri, in one of the most forceful speeches ever delivered before the Senate,
observed with great truth: "The majority crucified Jesus Christ; the majority burned
the Christians at the stake; the majority established slavery; the majority jeered
when Columbus said the world was round; the majority threw him into a dungeon
for having discovered a new world;the majority cut off the ears of John Pym
because he dared advocate the liberty of the press."  Christ always calls us to
follow the lifestyle of the "Minority opinion." Biblically we are not called to be ruled
by the majority or the multitude.  The way that wethe minorityconduct ourselves
within and throughout the church is incredibly important.

Paul moves into this second segment of thought on conduct within the church.  It
has been said that dead fish float with the stream, live fish go against the flow.
Paul here talks to the Corinthians aboutup stream swimming. He tells them how to
conduct themselves in such a way that allows them to be confident.

15 In this confidence I intended at first to come to you, so that you might twice
receive a blessing; 16 that is, to pass your way into Macedonia, and again from
Macedonia to come to you, and by you to be helped on my journey to Judea. 17
Therefore, I was not vacillating when I intended to do this, was I? Or what I purpose,
do I purpose according to the flesh, so that with me there will be yes, yes and no,
no at the same time?  18 But as God is faithful, our word to you is not yes and no. 19
For the Son of God, Christ Jesus, who was preached among you by us--by me and
Silvanus and Timothy--was not yes and no, but is yes in Him. 20 For as many as are
the promises of God, in Him they are yes; therefore also through Him is our Amen to
the glory of God through us. 21 Now He who establishes us with you in Christ and
anointed us is God, 22 who also sealed us and gave us the Spirit in our hearts as a
pledge.

In the last segment, Paul spoke of the way Christians behave in times of suffering.
Now he says that has brought him confidence.Paul was confident of his conduct.
Paulsays heintended to go to Corinth.  He saysthosewere his intentions and the
plansthathe hadmade.The implication is he didn’t get to go.  Paul had said how
he was going to come to Corinth, and thus everyone there was expecting him to
show up.  Apparently Paul failed to show, and that reflected badly on Paul’s
decisiveness. Paul tells them that he actually intended to go to Corinth two times.
Now intending to go to Corinth whether once or twice isn’t quite the same as
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going is it?  Paulsays,‘Be assured, I was coming twicebecause the second time I
was coming formoney.’  The bottom line is Paul didn’t show up.  Now the
tendency is to jump down Paul’s throat because he didn’t follow through.  But in
reality, nobody’s perfect and wecan’t be everywhere we would like to be, and
go everywhere we would like to go.  Paul here says, ‘I really did intend to go.’

Paul would later go on to speak of the“false apostles” that had snuck in, trying
to undermine Paul.  Theyreasoned with the Corinthians:(1) Paul said he would
come in a certain way and at a certain time, and he has not done so. (2) Paul
cannot be counted on to keep his word. (3) If Paul’s written word cannot be
counted on, then all of his epistles are subject to question. (4) Paul’s letters should
not be viewed as having apostolic authority. (5) Therefore, Paul’s letters can be
rejected.  This is what the churches were being inundated with.This caused the
Corinthiansto begin complaining about Paul’s character, saying he was a flake, or
he was indecisive.Paul says,‘I wasn’t being indecisive, I was being decisive!’He
says,‘My plan was most certainly to hityou guys up for cash, so believe me I really
was on my way.’

Ultimately Paulwholeheartedlywanted togo to Corinth,butthe Lord had work
for him where he was at.  Paul says he wasn’t being indecisive but faithful to what
God had called him to do.

Something is brought to light here.Fleshly
purposing means indecisiveness.  The rule is
decisiveness is only decisiveness when
followed by faithfulness.  We need to be
careful in how we make our decisions and
what we commit to, because we will be held
to it.  Faithfulness is the integral part of decisiveness.  Paul says, ‘Our word is faithful
and reliable, and there was a reason I didn’t come.  He says, ‘I am not breaking
promises here,I am being guided by the Spirit.’

How can we be living decisive and faithful lives?We can base our decisions on
the promises of God and then be faithful to them.  That’s what Paul is saying in this
paragraph.Get to know God’s word in order to be decisive and faithful to it.
Integrity is like a bank account, every day we have the opportunity to make
deposits or withdrawals.  When we say we are going to be at church on time and
we show up early, we deposit integrity into our lives.  When we show up late for
church, we withdraw integrity from our lives.  Integrity means we can be relied on
for the little stuff.  The problem is that integrity doesn’t come with overdraft
protection- once we are out of integrity, we are out.

23 But I call God as witness to my soul, that to spare you I did not come again to
Corinth. 24 Not that we lord it over your faith, but are workers with you for your joy;
for in your faith you are standing firm.

Paul says,‘believe meits better that I didn’t come.’ He tells themthat he and
the rest of his teamwant to be bringingthem joy whenthey arrive; they want tobe

Decisiveness is
only decisiveness
when followed by
faithfulness.
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a source of joy for the Corinthians.Paulsays, ‘Every time I cometo Corinthit’s for
the purpose of correcting and rebuking.I don’t want you to think of me as
someone to be afraid of.’  He wants to be a source of encouragement to them.
SoPaulencourages them bypointing out to them that they are standing firm in
their faith.The implication is they responded to hislast letter positively. They’ve
conducted themselves faithfully with integrity, by responding to the correction
they received.

That says a lot.  It has been well observed that often times the way a Christian
responds to rebuke, says more about their character than anything else in their
lives.  When Peter was rebuked by Jesus as having been inspired by the Dark One,
when he demanded that Jesus not suffer and die, Peter didn’t thereafter walk
away from the Lord– He stuck around.God can do incredible things through a
person with that kind of character.

Fact: For 48 years, cans were opened with a hammer and a chisel. It took that
long for someone to come up with a can opener.  After the invention of the can
opener, people must’ve looked back and been embarrassed.Paul encourages
the Corinthians by telling them, ‘They really
got it together, they don’t have to look
back and be embarrassed.’  When we get
rebuked, we have nothing to be ashamed
of, but every reason to be proud and
encouraged because the scripture tells us
that God disciplines His own kids.

2:1But I determined this for my own sake, that I would not come to you in sorrow
again. 2 For if I cause you sorrow, who then makes me glad but the one whom I
made sorrowful? 3 This is the very thing I wrote you, so that when I came, I would
not have sorrow from those who ought to make me rejoice; having confidence in
you all that my joy would be the joy of you all. 4 For out of much affliction and
anguish of heart I wrote to you with many tears; not so that you would be made
sorrowful, but that you might know the love which I have especially for you.

Massena, one of Napoleon's generals, suddenly appeared with eighteen
thousand men before an Austrian town which had no means of defense. The town
council had nearly decided to surrender when the oldDean of the church
reminded them that it was Easter and begged them to hold services as usual and
to leave the trouble in God’s hands. This they did; and the French hearing the
church bells ringing joyfully concluded that an Austrian army had come to relieve
the place and quickly broke camp. Before the bells ceased ringing, all the
Frenchmen had vanished.  The incident has often been duplicated in individual
lives. They have rung the joy bells in the face of pain, and sickness, and poverty,
and fear, and loneliness, and all other trials. Then the joy bells have conquered.
Speedily, the foe has slunk away. Speedily, the bell ringers have found themselves
in possession of the field. For no enemy is quite so strong as faith companioned
with good cheer.

Get to know God’s
word in order to be
decisive and faithful
to it.
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Paul tells the Corinthians here, ‘If I would’ve come then there would’ve been
sorrow.’ He says, ‘I want to be a source of joy for you and if that means staying
away I will.’  There would have been sorrow because of sin and correction.

What would’ve brought joy is repentance.Repentance is a military term that
means turning 180 degrees around, and walking in the other direction. Repenting
fromsin is what brings joy, becausesinwill destroy our lives and kill our joy.  What
brings Paul Joy is seeing them all walking in repentance.Many of the plights of
people in the church today are due to sin.  The enemy robs us of our joy by luring
us into a compromising situation, which we become convinced will bring us joy.
When the smoke clears, we are left totally defeated and lacking joy.Integrity
brings joy–that meanswalking in repentance.  Paul says,‘The reason that I urge
you to walk right is that I love you;’he wants to see them walk in all the joy that
they can.  So too our Father, wants us to experience all the joy that is available in
this relationship with Him, by conducting ourselves faithfully with integrity.

A man in the Army of Alexander the Great, who was also named Alexander, was
accused of cowardly actions. He was brought before Alexander, who asked what
his name was. He replied softly, "Alexander." "I can't hear you," the ruler stated. The
man again said, a little louder, "Alexander." The process was repeated one more
time, after which Alexander the Great commented, "Either change your name or
change your conduct."If we are going to bear the name of Christ, we need to
conduct ourselves in a way that glorifiesHim.Integritymeans walking in
repentance.

As you walk with the Lord you eventually discover that you can’t please
everyone but you canhave integrity.  Paul wasn’t able to please everyone all the
time, but he did know that if they would walk in repentance they would
experience the pleasing joy of the Lord
and not look for it in other people.  The
only way that we are going to be
pleased in our Christian walks is by
walking in repentance.  That’s the bottom
line.

5 But if any has caused sorrow, he has
caused sorrow not to me, but in some
degree-- in order not to say too much--to
all of you. 6 Sufficient for such a one is this
punishment which was inflicted by the
majority, 7 so that on the contrary you
should rather forgive and comfort him,
otherwise such a one might be
overwhelmed by excessive sorrow. 8
Wherefore I urge you to reaffirm your love for him. 9 For to this end also I wrote, so
that I might put you to the test, whether you are obedient in all things. 10 But one
whom you forgive anything, I forgive also; for indeed what I have forgiven, if I have

Paul wasn’t able to
please everyone all
the time, but he did
know that if they
would walk in
repentance they
would experience the
pleasing joy of the
Lord and not look for
it in other people.
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forgiven anything, I did it for your sakes in the presence of Christ, 11 so that no
advantage would be taken of us by Satan, for we are not ignorant of his schemes.

When onebeliever is not walking in repentancesomehow the whole church
suffersrepercussions.  The entire church feels sorrow when one doesn’t walk in
repentance.  When someone within the church leaves the church to go live in sin,
it has effects on the entire church.

1. Unbelievers see a terrible example of Christianity
2. The believers inside the church suffer at many different levels

Paul says, ‘Whenone of you doesn’t walk in repentance, but rather chooses to
walk in disobedience, we all suffer.’  I love when Paul does this.  He is saying, ‘Now
you know how I feel,’ or in other words, ‘Welcome to my world.’  Paul had seen
many of his own students anddisciples from Corinth abandon the church, to walk
in disobedience.

Now, when a believer begins trying to make steps toward repentance, they will
often start by coming back to church.Paul says, ‘Being around other believers
causes him who has not been walking in repentance sorrow.’  Believers who have
walked away from the Lord come back with shame.Paul is saying, ‘When a
believer who has been walking away from the Lord begins coming back to church
letthat brother or sister know how much you lovethem,andkeepencouraging
them.

Often we in the church can be quite hard on those that have turned away from
the Lord.  But our loving Father wants us to forgive and restore.  Satan tries to keep
us from forgiving, and many in the church are willing to buyhis chili, because we
don’t really want to forgive.  The object of repentance is restoration, and when
people who have walked away from the Lord come back to the Lord, we have
the opportunity to help restore them,
and to help them walk in repentance.
Faithful conduct means walking in
repentance.  We are to be helping one
another to do so, which means
forgiving,

In verse 9, Paul tells them that the
reason hewrotethem was to see ifthey
were walking in repentance.  He is
looking out for their best interest.  Our
Father is looking out for our best interest,
and He knows the place we are going
to be pleased and enjoying our walk is in repentance.

12 Now when I came to Troas for the gospel of Christ and when a door was
opened for me in the Lord, 13 I had no rest for my spirit, not finding Titus my brother;
but taking my leave of them, I went on to Macedonia.

The object of
repentance is
restoration, and when
people who have
walked away from the
Lord come back to the
Lord, we have the
opportunity to help
restore them, and to
help them walk in
repentance.
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Do you want to know how to make God laugh?  Make a plan. In this paragraph,
we see thatPaul came to Troas to preach and an opportunity opened up there.
Paul had a change of plans and he’s moving around.  That’s really all there is to
this paragraph.  So far in this segment we’ve seenthat joy in the Christian life
comes throughintegrity;which is defined by walking in repentance.  We can’t live
ourlives to please everyone because it won’t work, but we can live lives that are
pleasing to us and the Lord by walking in repentance.  Lives that are pleasing to
the Lord are lives that are led by the Spirit, not by our plans and agendas.  Often
we can getso wrapped up in our plans that we get frustrated when those plans
are interrupted by something.  The key is to find out what is God’s plan.  It has
been wisely said, ‘Blessed are the flexible for theyshall notbe broken.’This is what
Paul did.  Paul made plans but he had an open heart. Paul was flexible.

14 But thanks be to God, who always leads us in triumph in Christ, and manifests
through us the sweet aroma of the knowledge of Him in every place. 15 For we are
a fragrance of Christ to God among those who are being saved and among those
who are perishing; 16 to the one an aroma from death to death, to the other an
aroma from life to life. And who is adequate for these things? 17 For we are not like
many, peddling the word of God, but as from sincerity, but as from God, we speak
in Christ in the sight of God.

He conducts himselfwith integrity in such a way that he serves as an example to
believers and a reminder to unbelievers.  He is saying that we are examples
everywhere we go; a reminder to thosethat don’t have Christ and a reminder to
those that do.  We have a tremendous responsibility on our shoulders.  Ask
yourself,“What if your life was the only Bible someone ever read?” We have the
opportunity to exemplify and emulate Christ before others, and according to God,

that’s the only way we are going to enjoy this
Christian walk.

Everywhere Paul went he left it better than how he
found it. He says,‘We aren’t trying tohustle
anyone, and we weren’t trying to please anyone.
We are trying to conduct ourselves faithfully.’

3:1 Are we beginning to commend ourselves again? Or do we need, as some,
letters of commendation to you or from you? 2 You are our letter, written in our
hearts, known and read by all men; 3 being manifested that you are a letter of
Christ, cared for by us, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not
on tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts.

What does he mean when he says ‘commend ourselves?’  The word commend
means to extol or to speak well of.  Paul is telling them, ‘Listen, I don’t need to talk
to you about setting a good example because I was with you guys.’  He says, ‘We
don’t need to commend ourselves to you, because we conducted ourselveswith
integrity before you– we walked in repentance.’The Corinthian Church wasitself
evidence thatPaul and his team had conducted themselves faithfully, and had

Everywhere Paul
went he left it
better than how
he found it.
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been good examples.  Paul planted the church; he poured himself into that work
and the result was a vibrant growing church.  Paul is telling the Corinthians that
they themselves are the evidence or the fruit of Paul’s life.  Now how can you
argue with that?

There is an important lesson in this segment.  Paul tells them that they are known
and read by all men.People are reading youand meeveryday.  The examples
that we set will be how many people form their opinions about Christianity.  I once
heard someone say,“In the Church every one has a part to play, and a way that
they can serve…if nothing else they can serve as a bad example.”

The way we conduct ourselves will either serve as a good
reminder or a bad example.

Each day we have opportunity to deposit integrity into our
lives.
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Honed with Humility
Humility is a necessary veil to all other graces.

-WILLIAM GURNALL

He who kneels the most stands best.
-D.L. Moody

There is an old ditty that goes: "It needs more skill than I can tell--To play the
second fiddle well."In a similar vein,the famousLeonard Bernstein was once
asked which instrument was the most difficult to play. He thought for a moment
and then replied, "The second fiddle. I can get plenty of first violinists, but to find
someone who can play the second fiddle with enthusiasm- that's a problem. And
if we have no second fiddle, we have no harmony." Nobody wants to be second
fiddle; to take the place that is unnoticed.

So it is in the world; nobody likes to go unnoticed.  Everyone wants awards or
accolades so that they can be recognized.  The church is almost always inverted
to the world system.  God wants us to be willing to play second fiddle.

Pastor Chuck Smith had a way of testing the humility in Christians that came to
work atthe church he pastored.  He tells of young men that would come to him
and show their degrees and doctorates; proving their worth for the job of an
associate pastor or Bible college professor.  Chuck would thank them, give them
some cleaning supplies and send them to the bathroom to start their ministry!

There is a great need for humility in the church today.  It is greatly lacking in most
congregants, and in most leadership.Nothing has really changed in that area for
thousands of years.  Listen to whatPaul says,

4 Such confidence we have through Christ toward God. 5 Not that we are
adequate in ourselves to consider anything as coming from ourselves, but our
adequacy is from God, 6 who also made us adequate as  servants of a new

covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the
letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.

Paul has just finished talking abouthaving
confidentthrough integrity.  As we walk in
repentance it gives us a confidence in our lives.
Now he starts off this segment by saying,‘We are
not confident in ourselves.’  It’s almost like he
doesn’t want us to get the wrong idea.  It’s a
confidence that comes by walking in
repentance, but just to clarify, he says, ‘We are

confident in God, not ourselves.’

As we measure
ourselves in light
of the holy law of
God, we don’t do
too well. Yet, we
are given life by
the Spirit.
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The point he is making in this paragraph is that we are, under thelaw,
condemned to death.  He says we have been measuredand been found
lacking.’The Law measures us and concludes that we have fallen short.We are
inadequate and insufficient according to the law.  As we measure ourselves in
lightof the holy law of God, we fall short.  The law concludes that we are all sinful
and deserving hell.  Yet, he tells us that we aregiven life by the Spirit.  The
implicationis, we have been born again by the Spirit-where wewere lackingwe
are now adequate.

7 But if the ministry of death, in letters engraved on stones, came with glory, so
that the sons of Israel could not look intently at the face of Moses because of the
glory of his face, fading as it was, 8 how will the ministry of the Spirit fail to be even
more with glory? 9 For if the ministry of condemnation has glory, much more does
the ministry of righteousness abound in glory. 10 For indeed what had glory, in this
case has no glory because of the glory that surpasses it.  11 For if that which fades
away was with glory, much more that which remains is in glory.

Well there’s a tough job to have.  “What do you do?”  “Oh, I work fortheministry
of death, yeah it’s down the road next to the shoe outlet.”   That is a strange
phrase.  The Law measures us and finds us lacking and inadequate.  Remember
that the wages of sin is death therefore being under the sentence of the Law,
means being sentenced to death.   In verse 7, Paul is talking about the Law.When
the law came it came withsome real glory; the mountain was on fire, and Moses

face was shining.

‘The ministry of the Spirit,’ Paul tells us,‘carries
with it much more glory.’The law’s work was to
condemn and to show disapproval.  Under the
law, we have been found to be lacking.What
does the law show us?  It shows us that all our
works are as filthy rags, and that ourhearts are
deceptive and wicked; that we are wretched
sinners.

The fact of the matter is we think far too
much of ourselves.  We think we are OK, but the lawsays we are filthy lying
murdering thieves!  “How’s that?”  Well ask yourself, “Have you ever lied?”  Have
you ever stolen?” Then what are you?  Answer: Lying thieves. We are sinners.  That
was the job of the Law; to condemn us and show us that we are unworthy. We
have been sentenced by the law and shown who we are.  Now many might say
at this point, “But I am not that way now, I’m a Christian!”  Praise the Lord.  Listen, if
I break the law and go to prison for murder what am I? If I get out what am I?If
Jack the Ripper is freedfrom prisonand comes out having changed his name to
Donald duck,isn't he still a lunatic?  Changing the name doesn’t change the
person.  The point is we are still sinners.

On the other hand, theSpirit’s work is to sanctify unto righteousness; the Spirit’s
work is to change us and make us holy.  The work of the law is important; to

The Law shows us
that all our works
are as filthy rags,
and that our hearts
are deceptive and
wicked; that we are
wretched sinners.
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sentence us and show us who we are, but the work of the spirit diminishes it by
comparison.

12 Therefore having such a hope, we use great boldness in our speech, 13 and
are not like Moses, who used to put a veil over his face so that the sons of Israel
would not look intently at the end of what was fading away. 14 But their minds
were hardened; for until this very day at the reading of the old covenant the same
veil remains unlifted, because it is removed in Christ. 15 But to this day whenever
Moses is read, a veil lies over their heart; 16 but whenever a person turns to the
Lord, the veil is taken away. 17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the
Lord is, there is liberty. 18 But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the
glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory,
just as from the Lord, the Spirit.

Paul says, ‘We are all in the same boat so we’re being honest with you guys.’  We
are all sinners, but we are looking forward to something better.  It was well said,
“We aren’t what we’regoing to be, but thank God we aren’t what we used to
be.”  We are going to heaven, where there will be no sin; no past.  The book of
Revelation tells us we will be given new names, which means we get to leave all
that sin in our old lives behind.

Look closely at verse 13 and notice what Moses
did.  Moses put a veil on his face to hide it so that
no one would see the fact that the glorious shine
that his face had taken on by being near God on
the mountain was fading away.  What was Moses’
reason for covering his face.  He didn’t want
anyone to know that he was losing the shine.
That’s pride.

A minister, aBoy Scout, and a computer expert were the only passengers on a
small plane. The pilot came back to the cabin and said that the plane was going
down but there were only three parachutes and four people. The pilot added, "I
should have one of the parachutesbecause I have a wife and three small
children." So he took one and jumped. The computer whiz said, "I should have one
of the parachutes because I am the smartest man in the world and everyone
needs me." So he took one and jumped. The minister turned to the Boy Scout and
with a sad smile said,you are young and I have lived a rich life, so you take the
remaining parachute, an I'll go down with the plane." The Boy Scout said, "Relax,
Reverend, the smartest man in the world just picked up my knapsack and jumped
out!"  The smartest man learned the hard way, what the Bible says, ‘Pride comes
before destruction and a haughty spirit before a fall.’

Moses hid his face out of pride andthe people’s hearts were hardened.  See the
point is that pride will harden our hearts and it will keep us in bondage.A
hardened heart will cause you to hear the word and not be able to apply it.Pride
causes all kinds of problems; it destroys lives, relationships, and homes.  Pride is a
terrible thing, it really is.  It’s a problem that we all are going to struggle with.When

“We aren’t what
we’re gonna be,
but thank God we
aren’t what we
used to be.”
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a person turns to the Lord, the Lord takes away the hardness of heart.  Turning to
the Lord implies we do it humbly.  When we do that the Lord can work with us.

We are being transformed into the image ofthe glory of God.  It is a process that
the Lord is doing insideofus.  The scriptures teach us that, ‘He who began a good
work in us will be faithful to complete it;’ we know that the Lord is determined to
complete this work in us.  But pride and hardness of hearton our part make that
work very long and difficult.  The bottom line is– God is going to do this work, and
we can choose to partner with Him in this work or resist Himthroughpride and a
hardened heart. The more humble we can be, the easier this transforming work will
be.

4:1 Therefore, since we have this ministry, as we received mercy, we do not lose
heart, 2 but we have renounced the things hidden because of shame, not walking
in craftiness or adulterating the word of God, but by the manifestation of truth
commending ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of God. 3 And even
if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing, 4 in whose case the
god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they might not
see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 5 For we
do not preach ourselves but Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as your bond-
servants for Jesus' sake. 6 For God, who said, " Light shall shine out of darkness," is
the One who has shone in our hearts to give the Light of the knowledge of the glory
of God in the face of Christ.

One stormy night an elderly couple entered the
lobby of a small hotel and asked for a room. The
clerk said they were full, as were all the hotels in
town. "But I can't send a fine couple like you out in
the rain," he said. "Would you be willing to sleep in
my room?" The couple hesitated, but the clerk
insisted. The next morning when the man paid his
bill, he said, "You're the kind of man who should be
managing the best hotel in the United States.  Someday I'll build you one."  The
clerk smiled politely.  A few years later the clerk received a letter from the elderly
man, recalling that stormy night and asking him to come to New York.  A round-trip
ticket was enclosed.  When the clerk arrived, his host took him to the corner of 5th
Avenue and 34th Street, where stood a magnificent new building.  "That,"
explained the man, "is the hotel I have built for you to manage." The man was
William Waldorf Astor, and the hotel was the original Waldorf-Astoria, the greatest
hotel in the United States. The young clerk, George C. Boldt, became its first
manager.

Just as that couple received mercy and kindness from that clerk.Paul says,‘We
received God’smercy; we have been recipients of His mercy and kindness.’ “How
so?” you might ask.Rememberthat we deservejudgmentandwe didn’t get it.
We have been spared fromGod’s judgement.  In actuality we are continually
spared from it.  We read in the scriptures, ‘It is of the Lord’s mercies that we are not
consumed, they are new every morning…’

We continue to
see the Lord’s
mercies in our
lives as we
walk in
repentance.
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Verse two says that there are things that we have renounced; meaning we have
repented from those things.  We continue to see the Lord’s mercies in our lives as
wewalk inrepentance.  Paul goes on to say that he has commended himself to
every man’s conscience in the sight of God.  He is telling them that his life has
emulated what he has preached– repentance.Paul says, ‘We’ve repented and
teach repentance.’

Unrepentance will swell us up like balloons and harden our hearts.  ‘Remember
this,’ Paul says,‘those hard-hearted unrepentant sinners are the ones we are
preachingto; those unrepentant sinners are the ones we are trying to reach.’ He is
telling us that stubborn unrepentance blinds people to the truth.Satan uses our
pride and unrepentance to blind us.  Paul has already told us that pride will harden
our hearts, it will keep us in bondage, and it will cause us to hear the word and not
be able to apply it.  Part of the affect of pride is that it disables us from really being
affective for the Lord.Arrogant Christianity neverwon anyone to the Lord.One of
Gods greatest tools inHis arsenal of getting people saved is humility in the lives of

believers; second only to suffering.

There is a catch here; suffering brings humility.
That is one of the good points about suffering.
Often suffering is the only way that humility can
be worked into our lives.  Now humility brings
service, but service does not always bring
humility; meaning I can serve at some

capacity and not be serving God at all.  So if I am not serving God who am I
serving?  The implication is– I am serving myself; and that is pride.You can serve
without being humble but you cannot be humble without serving.  Really, the
measure of repentance is humility and service. Paulis saying that we serve in
humility because the God who led us to repentance is living in us

7 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, so that the surpassing greatness of
the power will be of God and not from ourselves; 8 we are afflicted in every way,
but not crushed; perplexed, but not despairing; 9 persecuted, but not forsaken;
struck down, but not destroyed; 10 always carrying about in the body the dying of
Jesus, so that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body. 11 For we who
live are constantly being delivered over to death for Jesus' sake, so that the life of
Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh. 12 So death works in us, but life in
you.

So far in the segment we have seen that–

 There is a great need for humility in the church today.
 The Law measures us and finds us inadequate.
 Pride will harden our hearts and it will keep us from applying the word of

God to our lives.
 God is at work within us and we can choose to partner with Him in this work

or resist Him through pride and a hardened.

Often suffering is
the only way that
humility can be
worked into our
lives.
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 One of God’s greatest tools in His arsenal of getting people saved is humility
in the lives of believers.

 The measure of repentance is humility and service.

Now Paul tells us that we have this treasure in earthen vessels.  What treasure do
we have within us?  According to the context, we have God by His Spirit living
within us.  So of courseGod gives us the power to be humble repentant servants,
but Paul is saying something much deeper. He tells us…

1.we are afflicted, but not crushed;
2.perplexed, but not despairing;
3.persecuted, but not forsaken;
4.struck down, but not destroyed;

What is Paul telling us?  He says we have God within us by His spirit, and these
things happen to us, but they are not terminal.  He is showing us thatGod allows
these things to happento Him --thru us.  You see,God living in us will not be
crushed, or destroyed.  Paul is pointing out that those that are born again are
constantly being placed in mortifying situations.God humbles usby crushingour
pride throughthecircumstancesHe allows us to experience in our lives.Paul says,
‘Hey, look at us and learn to remain humble.’If I belong to God and I struggle with
pride than I’d better be entering into situations that are crushingand mortifying.

1 Peter 5:5 You younger men, likewise, be subject to your elders;
and all of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, for
GOD IS OPPOSED TO THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE. 6
Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He
may exalt you at the proper time, 7 casting all your anxiety on Him,
because He cares for you.

We can either enter into humiliating
circumstances or humble ourselves
becauseGod doesn’t want us to be
prideful; He doesn’t want his children to be
arrogant.

13 But having the same spirit of faith, according to what is written, "I BELIEVED,
THEREFORE I SPOKE," we also believe, therefore we also speak, 14 knowing that He
who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus and will present us with you.
15 For all things are for your sakes, so that the grace which is spreading to more
and more people may cause the giving of thanks to abound to the glory of God.

‘We have been born again,’ he says,‘just as you have.’  The rule applies to all
God’s children because if we are not humbled by the Lord we will take the glory
from the Lord.  I am always more prideful than I think I am, and the same goes for
you as you read this.  Paul points out to us in verse 14 that if we would repent and
humble ourselves, then God would not necessarily have to but will most definitely
exalt us.  Jesus is our example: He humbled himself unto death & God raised him

By crushing pride
through
circumstances we
experience, God
works humility into
us.
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from the dead.  If we humble ourselves God will exalt us as he sees fit, but if I exalt
myself God will not because God will not share his glory with anyone.

There is a great need for humility in the church today.  God is at work within us
and we can choose to partner with Him in this work or resist Him through pride and
a hardened heart.

This is one of the greatest lessons that the Bible teaches, and one of the greatest
areas of resistance within the church.

Take the story of the two mules for an example.  Two mules traveled regularly
together with their loads, from their town to the city. The first mule, a humble beast,
wore aragged cloak, and carried sacks of oats for the miller. The second mule
was an arrogant animal, who wore a fine coat with jingling bells. He carried gold
and silver coins for the tax collector, and loved to brag about his responsibility and
importance. Running late one day, the second mule suggested taking a short-cut,
off the main road, despite his companion's warnings about the risks of taking such
adangerous route. Sure enough, before too long, thieves attacked the second
mule, stealing his valuable load, and leaving him injured by the roadside."But why
me?" moaned the stricken animal, "I am attacked and robbed while the
vagabonds leave you untouched?""I think even in this desperate place no thief
would be interested in a poor miller's slave, or my humble load!" said the first mule,
"But you ventured down this dangerous track and made a show of yourself- you
have only yourself to blame."

Proverbs 16 tells us, ‘Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before
stumbling. It is better to be humble in spirit with the lowly than to divide the spoil
with the proud.’  Understand that humility prevents destruction and a lowly
attitude deters a fall.  Learn the lesson of the donkeys.

Do not be afraid to bring yourself down a notch or two
because we are always more prideful than we think we are.

If we are not humbled by God in exalting ourselves then we
should worry, because were headed down a dangerous route.
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Fashioned through Fortitude
The ministry will not grace the man; the man may disgrace the ministry.

-JOSEPH HALL

Better an end with pain, than pain with no end.
-Anonymous

Dr. Glenn Olds, former Presidentof Kent State University, recalled the sight of Mt.
Rushmore as he hitch-hiked cross-country in 1941 during his junior year.  From 10
miles back, he recognized the faces of bothPresident Washington and Lincoln. But
in the middle was a figure that looked like Adolf Hitler. Once close, instead of hair
combed over a forehead, the young man saw guy wires, instead of a mustache,
he saw scaffolding. The image stuck, and he made a note in his journal. "What
was Adolf Hitler at 10 miles away was Thomas Jeffersonunder construction," he
said. The experience became a parable: "Almost every major problem at a
distance looks bad. When you get up close, you can see it's something terribly
important under construction.

The word of God tells us that we are under construction; that God is working on
us.  We saw in the last segment that God is doing a work in us.The trials and
troubles that we experience in life, are vehicles through which God adds a brick to
the project of our lives.

Watch this…
16 Therefore we do not lose heart, but though our outer man is decaying, yet our

inner man is being renewed day by day. 17 For momentary, light affliction is
producing for us an eternal weight of glory far beyond all comparison, 18 while we
look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen; for the

things which are seen are temporal, but the
things which are not seen are eternal.

What does Paul mean when he says,
‘…our outer man is decaying…?’  Simply
put, we are dying.  As Christians, we don’t
loseheart in the fact that we are dying.We
know that our souls are being transformed;

our inner man is developing.  Paul is telling us that, ‘Inwardly we are getting better
and better.’  We are told that ‘we are being renewed day by day.’  He is talking
about life.  Day by day we are developing into the people God wants us to be, for
both now and all of eternity.What is being produced in us, inwardly, cannot be
compared to anything we know.  This is the process that we are undergoing; the
construction God has undertaken.  It takes place day by day, in the context of life.

Paul is telling us thatlife itself is a moment of affliction in comparison to eternity.
Life is producing in us glory that is incomparable.Life develops us internally as we

Paul is telling us that
Life is a moment of
affliction in
comparison to
eternity
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focus oneternity.If we are not focused on eternity we will not develop internally.
Non-Christians are by definition not focused on eternity.  The foundation of being
focused on eternity is getting saved.Subsequently, whenChristiansgettheir eyes
focused onthis life we call it backsliding.Focusing on this life does nothing for us.
If our hope is in heaven and the glory there, we will not lose heart here, but if we
lose sight our hearts will follow.It’s easy to lose heart when we loose focus of
where weare headed. Many peoplein the world and in church today are
focused on the wrong thing.

5:1 For we know that if the earthly tent which is our house is torn down, we have a
building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 2 For
indeed in this house we groan, longing to be clothed with our dwelling from
heaven, 3 inasmuch as we, having put it on, will not be found naked. 4 For indeed
while we are in this tent, we groan, being burdened, because we do not want to
be unclothed but to be clothed, so that what is mortal will be swallowed up by life.
5 Now He who prepared us for this very purpose is God, who gave to us the Spirit
as a pledge.

We know that we aredying; therefore everyone wants to go to heaven.We
know, as Christians,that we are going to heaven; that any minute,we are going to
step into eternity. We all eagerly want to be in
heaven; howeverwe don’treallywant to die.  The
fact of the matter is weare dying.Our burden, in
verse 4, isthatwe want to be in heaven butwe
don’t want to die.

He tells us, ‘For indeed while we are in this tent, we
groan, being burdened, becausewe do not want to be unclothed but to be
clothed,so thatwhat is mortal will be swallowed up by life.  Paul is pointing out,
what we all already know; that we want these livesthat we liveto be consumed
by living.  The idea of wasting our lives haunts us almost as much as death.God’s
plan for us is to live lives that are consumed with living.  ThereforeGod gave us the
Spirit tolive within us.  Let me say at this point, that I would wager our idea of ‘real
living’ is not typically what God means for us.  God’s plan for us is to live lives that
are consumed with living and He gave us the Spirit tolive within us, but we have to
reconcile that with what He wants us tolive for.

Rabbi Edward Paul Cohn of San Francisco said in a sermon, ‘Life is tough.  It takes
up much of your time, all your weekends, and what do you get in the end of it?  I
think that the life cycle is all backward.  You should die first, get that out of the
way.  Then you live twenty years in an old-age home.  You get kicked out when
you’re too young.  You get a gold watch, you go to work.  You work forty years
until you’re young enough to enjoy your retirement.  You go to college; you party
until you’re ready for high school; you go to grade school; you become a little kid;
you play.  You have no responsibilities.  You become a little baby; you go back
into the womb; you spend your last nine months floating; and you finish up asa
gleam in somebody’s eye.  There you go, Eddie!  That might be easier, but that’s

The idea of
wasting our
lives haunts us
almost as much
as death.
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not what God intended for us.The Point is that God DOES have an intention for us,
he does have a plan.

6 Therefore, being always of good courage, and knowing that while we are at
home in the body we are absent from the Lord-- 7 for we walk by faith, not by
sight-- 8 we are of good courage, I say, and prefer rather to be absent from the
body and to be at home with the Lord. 9 Therefore we also have as our ambition,
whether at home or absent, to be pleasing to Him. 10 For we must all appear
before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may be recompensed for his
deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.

Verse 6 again tells us what we already know;that this is not heaven.  Someone
rightly said, “Its not heavenuntilits heaven.”  In this life, we walk by faith not by
sight.  We want to be in heaven, andthe outflow of wanting to be in heaven is
living in such a way that we please the Lord.

It is said of a Hungarian king, finding himself on a certain day depressed and
unhappy, sent for his brother, a good-natured, but rather indifferent prince. To him,
the king said: "I am a great sinner and fear to meet God." Here was a king facing
Job's question: "What shall I do when God riseth up? And when He visiteth, what
shall I answer Him?" But the prince only laughed at him, and treated the matter as
a joke, just as some of you are doing now. This did not serve to relieve the royal
unhappiness. When you get a vision of your guilt before God, you want help, and
your friends may laugh at your seriousness but that will never answer the question.
It was a custom in Hungary at that time, that if the executioner at any time
sounded a trumpet before a man's door, it was a signal that he was to be led forth
to execution. The king sent the executioner in the dead of night to sound the fatal
blast before his brother's door. The prince, awaking from sleep, realized its awful
import. Quickly dressing, he stepped to the door and was seized by the
executioner, and dragged, pale and trembling, into the king's presence. In an
agony of terror, he fell upon his knees before his brother and begged to know in
what way he had offended him. "My brother," answered the king, "if the sight of a
human executioner is so terrible to you, shall not I, having grievously offended
God, fear to be brought before the judgment seat of Christ?" The sense of sin
makes every sinner fear to face God. We are reminded in the Bible that ‘Itis a
fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.’  So too we are to live our lives

in light of eternity, knowing that there will
come a judgment.

Verse 10 talks about the judgment
seat of Christ.  The judgment seat of
Christ is the judgment of believers.
Ah…so Christians will be judged?  The
scripture here is referring to the ‘Bema’
seat, which comes from the Greek
which means platform or step and was

the seat that was taken in ancient law courts by the accuser and the accused.

We want to be in
heaven, and the outflow
of wanting to be in
heaven is living in such
a way that we please the
Lord.
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In Revelation 20, the apostle John tells us,
‘…and another book was opened, which is the book of life; and the dead were

judged from the things which were written in the books, according to their deeds.’

The Bema seat is not a judgment for condemnation;it’s for rewards.  Yes, we are
accused of sin, and are guilty, but the Bema seatin RevelationTwentyis about
receiving rewards for ministry; about being rewarded for what we have done in
the name of Jesus Christ.Now the reason Paul is saying we want to pleaseHim is
that we don’t want to lose our rewards, and ittakes faith to pleaseGod. The
judgment seat of Christ isabout rewards for believers.

In verse nine of 2 Corinthians chapterfive, we read that, our ambition is to please
the Lord.Ministry is a life spent focusing on him.  ‘Live so as to make your life count
for something,’ he says.  The rule is what we do here affects what we do in Eternity.

11 Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade men, but we are made
manifest to God; and I hope that we are made manifest also in your consciences.
12 We are not again commending ourselves to you but are giving you an occasion
to be proud of us, so that you will have an answer for those who take pride in
appearance and not in heart. 13 For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we
are of sound mind, it is for you. 14 For the love of Christ controls us, having
concluded this, that one died for all, therefore all died; 15 and He died for all, so
that they who live might no longer live for themselves, but for Him who died and
rose again on their behalf.

We are told in the Bible to fear the Lord.  It’s not about fearingHe will hurt me but
fearing I will hurt him.The fear of the Lord is-- knowing that there is going to come
a judgment.The judgment is to receive rewards;we will give account of what we
have done as Christians in the name of the Lord.As Christians, by definition we
are in ministry. In our ministries we ‘persuade men.’  Our lives are lived in such a
way that we persuade people that what we live for is worth far more than what
they live for.  ‘We persuade men,’ he says, and‘we are made manifest to God.’
That means that no matter what people see, God sees our hearts; and that is
exactly what the Bema seat is going to be about.The motives of our hearts are
going to be judged.  Paul is telling the Corinthians,

1.God sees our motives clearly and we hope you do too.
2.Whatwe have donein ministryin the name of the Lord will be judged.
3.We want you to be proud of us, rather than ashamed of us.
4.Knowing our hearts will make you proud of us.

Those thatwere prideful in appearancewere ashamed of whatPaul and his
team looked like.  Paul is telling them, ‘we are lunatics for the Lord, we are sold out.
We aren’t trying to look good, we are already dead.’

As Christians we are going to face the dichotomy that we cannot be right and
look good at the same time.  God never promised us we would always look good.
As a matter of fact, He told us in this segment that our outer man is falling apart.
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Ministry is not a place of glamour and glory.In ministry glamour and glory cannot
be our motivation. We minister because the love of Christ constrains us. If our
ambition in ministry is to look good we will not last!

16 Therefore from now on we recognize no one according to the flesh; even
though we have known Christ according to the flesh, yet now we know Him in this
way no longer. 17 Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old
things passed away; behold, new things have come. 18 Now all these things are
from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of
reconciliation, 19 namely, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself,
not counting their trespasses against them, and He has committed to us the word
of reconciliation.

What is this paragraph saying?Its telling
us thatministry is dependant on
maintaining a spiritual perspective. People
drop out of ministry because they fail to
maintain a spiritual perspective.  In verse 16
weare told that,Jesus’relationship to us
has changed significantly.  Now our
relationship with the Lord dictates our
relationship with people.  We have already
seen that in ministryglamour cannot be our
ambition.  Now Paul tells us thatpeople
cannot be our motivation.  Now that sounds strange because the ministry is all
about people.  However they are not to be what motivates us; people are not to
be who we seek to please.People will let us down so our relationship to them must
change. If our ambition in ministry is pleasing people we will not last! Our
relationship with people has to change significantly or we will not last. If our
ambition in ministry is to please people, when they wrong us we will quit.

What was God doing’ ‘in Christ’ in verse 19? God was reuniting people to
himself who hated him.God was reconciling people to himself who wrongedHim.
People who hurtHim–He didn’t hold it against them.  People who wronged Him–
He didn’t hold it over them.Beverycareful of grudges-if we hold grudges we will
not last in the ministry.

A group of ministers and a salesman's organization were holding conventions in
the same hotel, and the catering department had to work at top speed serving
dinners to both. The salesmen were having spiked watermelon for dessert. But the
chef discovered that it was being served to the ministers by mistake. "Quick!" he
commanded a waiter. "Bring it back!" The waiter returned, reporting that it was too
late. The ministers were already eating the liquor-spiced treat. "Do they like it?"
asked the chef.  "Don't know," replied the waiter, "but they're putting the seeds in
their pockets."  Hey, in ministry we often find ourselves looking for those things we
can deposit into our lives that will make this whole thing easier.  Really what it all
depends on is maintaining a spiritual perspective.

If our ambition in
ministry is pleasing
people we will not
last!  If our ambition
in ministry is to
please people, when
they wrong us we
will quit.
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20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were making an
appeal through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21 He
made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the
righteousness of God in Him.

The scriptures teach that we are the representatives of Jesus Christ and our
purpose in ministry is reuniting people with God. Bringing people to God, and
bringing God to people is what ministry is about.The best thing we could do is get
out of the way.

In the Old Testament, when a person would come to the temple to offer
sacrifice, a priest would meet him at the altar and assist him in carrying out the
sacrifice.  The job of the priest was to facilitate, the person’smeeting with God.
The sacrifice was how they came before God.  The priest was to facilitate that
taking place.  The best thing that the priest could do was really to get out of the
way, and let the ‘offerer’ meet with the Lord.  In a nutshell, the priest’s job was to
bring the ‘offerer’ and the offering to the same place at the same time and get
out of the way.  That is our job as priests in ministry, to facilitate people meeting
with God.

6:1 And working together with Him, we also urge you not to receive the grace of
God in vain-- 2 for He says,

"AT THE ACCEPTABLE TIME I LISTENED TO YOU, AND ON THE DAY OF SALVATION I
HELPED YOU." Behold, now is "THE ACCEPTABLE TIME," behold, now is "THE DAY OF
SALVATION"--

Now at first this seems a bit difficult, but it isn’t
at all.Receiving the grace of God‘in vain’
would meanreceiving what we don’t deserve
andputting no worth on it. He gives a
prophecy of the Lord’s ministry to His people.

God says, ‘I helped you, and I listened to you.’The implication is there is to be a
response on our part.

3 giving no cause for offense in anything, so that the ministry will not be
discredited, 4 but in everything commending ourselves as servants of God, in
much endurance, in afflictions, in hardships, in distresses, 5 in beatings, in
imprisonments, in tumults, in labors, in sleeplessness, in hunger, 6 in purity, in
knowledge, in patience, in kindness, in the Holy Spirit, in genuine love, 7 in the
word of truth, in the power of God; by the weapons of righteousness for the right
hand and the left, 8 by glory and dishonor, by evil report and good report;
regarded as deceivers and yet true; 9 as unknown yet well-known, as dying yet
behold, we live; as punished yet not put to death, 10 as sorrowful yet always
rejoicing, as poor yet making many rich, as having nothing yet possessing all
things.

We are going to offend people in ministry, that’s just a fact but the point is that
we don’t offend people in such a way that it discredits the ministry.If we don’t last

Our job in ministry
is to facilitate
people meeting with
God.
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in the ministry,ifpeople seeus bailing out on ministry it discredits the ministry.
When the ministry is discredited, it does damage to people’s perception of the
church.If our focus in ministry is to please the Lord then nothing ever can stop us.
If our focus in ministry is correct than we will last.If our focus in ministry isright we
won’t discredit the ministry.

When I was working at a church in Vienna, we made evangelism a huge
emphasis of our practical church mission.  Every year the Bible college, about 4
hours away by train, would send up a group of students– young men and women,
to come along side the church and minister in some way.  Often we would
perform dramas in the street, and pass out tracts– which we found to be pretty
fruitful in bringing people to the Lord. On the second day we arrived at the
subway stationearlytocatch a train to thecity center.  The entire group was
stunned when a woman jumped in front of one of the speeding trains, right in front
of us.  Fortunately she only broke her arm, but the effect that had on the group
was immense.   The point is that the enemy didn’t want any ministry to take place
thatday and sure enough it didn’t.  Whatever it takes to stop us in ministry, the
enemy wants to find that out and use it to take us down.

Statistically about 1 in 7 people currently in ministry will still be in ministry in 10
years.  The enemy will get to us however he can.  If we lose our focus, then we let
him succeed.  If we focus on eternity and live for heaven, then we will be able to
endure what comes our way; and to go through this light affliction we like to call
life.

If our focus is solely to please the Lord, then we will be a
part of a great work that God is doing in us and through us.

Stay in a place where you are always reminded of where you're
headed – in church, in prayer, in fellowship, and in the word.
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Molded into Maturity
The weak Christian is willing to live and patient to die; but the strong, patient

to live and willing to die.
-JOHN BOYS

An adolescent is a person who acts like a baby when they aren't treated
like an adult.

-Anonymous

How long would you let your kid stay in grade 5 approximately? 1, 3, ormaybe 5
years? No, you can't stay in one grade more than a year. It’s unacceptable, what
we do is start to pour on the pressure. Teacher pressure, peer pressure, school
pressure, we do what everwe can to push, persuade and encourage the child to
learn and move on to the next grade.  What if when you were in grade 5 nobody
expected you to move on to grade 6? What if you were actually discouraged
from moving on? If your friends and family said‘Don't go there, thereare just more
challenges and set backs,’ or ‘You don't want that.’ Very few would have ever
moved to the next grade. We would continue to do the same things over and
over, writing the same tests and thinking we are good because we can ace them.
We would be blaming the school system and teachers for our lack of
development.  So too God doesn’t want us to be stunted in our growth.  He has
made it in such a way that we have no one to blame but ourselves if we are not
growing.

Pastor Chuck Smith once said, “If your relationship with God at any time in the
past was greater and richer than it is now, then you're backsliding!”  That’s pretty
much the bottom line.God wants us to mature and grow as Christians, but often
we can find ourselves stunted in our growth, and we hear, ‘Don’t do that there is
too much of a cost,’ ‘Don’t go there, there are too many challenges,’ or maybe
you hear, ‘Stay where you're comfortable, and don’t get up for anything.’
Spiritually speaking, if you're walking with the Lord, you should be plagued by these
suggestions.  Ifthese are foreign to you, then you’ve got bigger things to worry
about.

Listen to what God tells us through Paul…
11 Our mouth has spoken freely to you, O Corinthians, our heart is opened wide.

12 You are not restrained by us, but you are restrained in your own affections. 13
Now in a like exchange--I speak as to children--open wide to us also.

Paul starts out this first segment by saying to the Corinthians that his mouth had
spoken freely and his heart is open wide.  Now the question is, “What in theworld
does that mean?”  If his heart is opened wide, it means that he has let them see all
of what is inside it.  If he has spoken freely, it means there have been no words that
have been kept from them.  Paul is telling them that His love for them has been
without restraint and without limit.
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Look at what he tells them in verse 12.  He says, ‘You have been restrained in
your affections.’  He is pointing out to them that though his love has been without
restraint, they have not been reciprocating that love.

He is telling them, ‘The love you have for us isn’t the same as the love we have
for you.’  Paul,Apollo and the rest of his team had planted that churchand
invested atremendous amount of heart and soul into the people. They loved
those Corinthians.He says,‘You need to begin reciprocating that love because
right now you aren’t.’He says thereis love that you aren’t showing.

Paul is begging them to reciprocate that love because what they have been
showing him and the rest of his team that planted that church is anything but
reciprocal love.

14 Do not be bound together with unbelievers; for what partnership have
righteousness and lawlessness, or what fellowship has light with darkness? 15 Or
what harmony has Christ with Belial, or what has a believer in common with an
unbeliever? 16 Or what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For we are
the temple of the living God; just as God said, "I WILL DWELL IN THEM AND WALK
AMONG THEM; AND I WILL BE THEIR GOD, AND THEY SHALL BE MY PEOPLE. 17 "
Therefore, COME OUT FROM THEIR MIDST AND BE SEPARATE," says the Lord. "AND DO
NOT TOUCH WHAT IS UNCLEAN; And I will welcome you. 18 " And I will be a father
to you, And you shall be sons and daughters to Me," Says the Lord Almighty.

Here we have one of those portions of scripture that people have a rough time
with.  Remember that Paul is talking to the church.  He is talking to the church, and
about the Church.  His central point is, ‘Don’t attach and unite yourself with
unbelievers.’  His reasons being:

In reality wecan’t have meaningful relationships with unbelievers because the
Lord lives inus.  “Well what does that have to do with anything?” you might ask.
Everything.  Unbelievers don’t want the Lord in their lives, but you cannot separate
believers from the Lord.  The Lord is living inside each believer by His Spirit.The Lord
is amongbelievers, inbelievers, living throughbelievers, and owningbelievers.  The
issue Paul is getting at isnot that we don’t want anything to do with unbelievers-
It’s that they don’t want anything to do with the Lord.  If the Lord is connected with
a believer,and if a non-Christian wants nothing to do with Christ, then eventually
they aren’t going to want much to do with any believer.  Paul is not telling us to
join a convent and keep away from all heathens because they might defile us.  He

 You can’t really have fellowship among unbelievers.
 You can’t really have partnership with unbelievers.
 You can’t really be in harmony or agreement with

unbelievers.
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is being practical and saying, ‘Separate yourself from them before they ask you to
leave.’

Even in the case of marriage, between a believer and an unbeliever, it is at times
found to be so, that the unbelieving partner in the marriage wants out.  This
substantiates what Paul is saying.Nowmarried coupleswhere one is a believer
and the other is not are a bit of a different situation obviously.  Paul is not saying to
Christian wives separate from your man.  Marriageoverrides this becausemarriage
in the case of a believer and an unbeliever, becomes a mission field.  Christian
wives, that unbelieving husband is your mission field.  Believing husbands, that wife
who wants nothing to do with Christ is your mission field.

God is whispering to us, ‘MyChild, theydon’t want mein their lives,thusthey
don’t wantyou in their lives.’  On the other hand God doesn’t really want what’s in
their lives to make its way into our lives as believers.

Look at verse 17, where Paul gives an Old Testament verse as an illustration of his
point.  In the Old Testament, whenany of the children of Israel came into contact
with unclean things it made them unclean. When people were unclean, like

lepers, they had to be kept out of fellowship.
Being out of fellowship was not something
people set out to do.  When they became
unclean it prevented fellowship.  Being cut
off from fellowship was in a sense
punishment; it wasn’t a good thing.  What
Paul is pointing out to us in this paragraph is
that we should attach and unite ourselves
with believers.He is talking about the Church
and he is saying, ‘Stay in fellowship!’

Now there is a monster implication here,
and it is this, when what is normal in unbeliever’s lives becomesthenorm in our
lives, as Christians, we will punish ourselves by staying out of fellowship.  Now if that
rings true to you, it means he is speaking about you, or someone you know.  The
fact is, we see this kind of thing in the church constantly, don’t we?  People get
involved in activities or relationships that are simply not right in the eyes of the Lord.
They know it, and we know it.  Eventually those people drift out of fellowship, and
we see them in the grocery store or the hairdresser and try to minister to them, but
they always seem too far removed.  It’s a crying shame.

7:1 Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all
defilement of flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.

In verse one here, Paul tells them that these are promises from God.  God
promises to dwell withthem and among them and in them. Now he is talking
about Church. We already saw that the Church is‘God in relationship to His
people.’  Paul is saying, ‘Take seriously these promises from God!’ The implication is
that many Christiansaren’t taking these promises seriously. God wants to take

When what is normal
in unbeliever’s lives
becomes the norm in
our lives, as
Christians, we will
punish ourselves by
staying out of
fellowship.
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care of His family.  It’s important that we stay in a place that we are being cared
for.He is telling us to repentfrom letting what is normal in their lives be normal in
our lives.When what is normal in unbeliever’s lives becomes the norm in our lives,
as Christians, we will punish ourselves by staying out of fellowship.  That’s not a
good thing. How do we take these promises seriously?  Staying linkedtogetheris
going to keep us in a safe environment.Being in fellowship is going to help us to
walk in repentance.

A few winters ago, heavy snows hit North Carolina. Following a wet, six-inch
snowfall, it was interesting to see the effect along Interstate 40.  Next to the
highway stood several large groves of tall, young pine trees. The branches were
bowed down with the heavy snow-- so low that branches from one tree were
often leaning against the trunk or branchesof another. Where trees stood alone,
however, the effect of the heavy snow was different. The branches had become
heavier and heavier, and since there were no other trees to lean against, the
branches snapped. They lay on the ground, dark and alone in thecold snow.
Fellowship is the key to maintaining strong walks.  The closer we stand, the more we
will be able to hold up.

2 Make room for us in your hearts; we wronged no one, we corrupted no one, we
took advantage of no one. 3 I do not speak to condemn you, for I have said
before that you are in our hearts to die together and to live together. 4 Great is my
confidence in you; great is my boasting on your behalf. I am filled with comfort; I
am overflowing with joy in all our affliction.

He says,‘Keep a place for us in your
hearts.’Paul says,‘We didn’t corrupt or
wrong, or take advantage of anyone.’
Now why would Paul say that?
Remember, he was being accused by
people of all kindsofmotives and
mistakes.  Here he points out that he has
not done anything wrong.  Look at verse
three, where he tells them that he doesn’t
condemn them!  The implication is they had wronged him.They had wronged
Paul, they had dishonored and usedhim.  All Paul ever did for that fellowship was
care for, and help them.  Once more he lets us see an epic implication.In church
you will be wronged, dishonored, and used.  It is going to happen.  People are
people, not perfect.  Sometimes, like in Paul’s case people wrong you.  The reason:
Believers behave like unbelievers when what is unclean becomesthenorm in their
lives.He says we are not condemning you.  In verse three he levels with them,
‘We’re looking forward to spending eternity with you.’

The Corinthians were the reasonPaul had joy in affliction; even though much of
the affliction he had suffered was by that church, he still rejoiced through them
and their growth.  In other words, joy was brought to Paul in affliction through other
believers.  Love is put to the test when those you love afflict you.  It wouldn’thurt

Love is put to the test
when those you love
afflict you.  It wouldn’t
hurt unless there was
love involved.
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unless there was love involved.  In verse 4, we read thatPaul had joy inall his
afflictionsthough he has had non-stop affliction.

Paul had been hurt by that church.  The Corinthians had bad-mouthed him, had
gossiped about him, and had believed lies concerning him.  Paul still loved them
and was able to rejoice in the fact that much of theinsult he was getting from the
Corinthian church wouldn’t be coming if God wasn’t working something out in
that church; and he had a great deal to do with that, having started the church.
In essence the joy he was maintaining during these rough times was due in large
part to the Corinthians.  So too, though we will be hurt in life and even in the
church, the place to be comforted, and the place to be strengthened is not at
the local bowling alley bar, it’s in the house of God among the people of God.

5 For even when we came into Macedonia our flesh had no rest, but we were
afflicted on every side: conflicts without, fears within. 6 But God, who comforts the
depressed, comforted us by the coming of Titus; 7 and not only by his coming, but
also by the comfort with which he was comforted in you, as he reported to us your
longing, your mourning, your zeal for me; so that I rejoiced even more. 8 For
though I caused you sorrow by my letter, I do not regret it; though I did regret it--for
I see that that letter caused you sorrow, though only for a while-- 9 I now rejoice,
not that you were made sorrowful, but that you were made sorrowful to the point of
repentance; for you were made sorrowful according to the will of God, so that you
might not suffer loss in anything through us. 10 For the sorrow that is according to
the will of God produces a repentance without regret, leading to salvation, but the
sorrow of the world produces death. 11 For behold what earnestness this very thing,
this godly sorrow, has produced in you: what vindication of yourselves, what
indignation, what fear, what longing, what zeal, what avenging of wrong! In
everything you demonstrated yourselves to be innocent in the matter. 12 So
although I wrote to you, it was not for the sake of the offender nor for the sake of
the one offended, but that your earnestness on our behalf might be made known

to you in the sight of God. 13 For this reason we
have been comforted.

We have already seen howPaul had joy in all
his afflictionsthough he had non-stop affliction.
We saw that his afflictions have been non-stop
and God comforted him inthem.  Here’s an
insiders secret: afflictions are good things for

our flesh.  In versesfive tonine, Paul explained to the Corinthians that being
afflicted caused them to repent.  Theyexperienced affliction andconsequently
they repented.  One of the side affects of affliction in the lives of believers is that
affliction causes repentance in the lives of believers.  Affliction makes it easier to
walk in repentance, because when you're really being dragged through the mud,
something in you causes you to lean more on God and stay away from what is
‘unclean.’

Christian, you can either be afflicted in church or out of church, but you're going
to be afflicted! We have already seenthat life itselfis an affliction.  If we

If we experience
affliction within
church, it helps us
to walk in
repentance.



37

experience affliction within church, it helps us to walk in repentance.  When we
experience affliction outside the church, that is, when we have separated
ourselves, it just leads to depression and death.  You can count on that!  Paul says,
‘The repentance has produced some real good things in your lives.’  He says ‘You
guys have really matured.’  How we handle affliction in the Church says more
about our Christian maturity than almost anything.

Many people experience trouble, disagreement, or pain while in fellowship–
they think the answer is to leave.  The enemy wants us to break fellowship, and will
convince us that leaving will solve our problems.  Nothing could be further from the
truth.  The answer is never to break fellowship.  The higher probability is that the
problem resulted from a lack of strong fellowship, and the answer is to plug-in.

Paul tells the Corinthians, ‘I wrote to you and caused you to repent; the affliction
it caused you guys allowed you to see where I come from.’In other words Paul is
saying,’Welcome to my world!’

And besides our comfort, we rejoiced even much more for the joy of Titus,
because his spirit has been refreshed by you all. 14 For if in anything I have
boasted to him about you, I was not put to shame; but as we spoke all things to
you in truth, so also our boasting before Titus proved to be the truth. 15 His affection
abounds all the more toward you, as he remembers the obedience of you all, how
you received him with fear and trembling. 16 I rejoice that in everything I have
confidence in you.

Titus, we read, had been spiritually
refreshed by the Corinthians.
Consequently, he brought Paul joy.  The
Corinthians were the source of Paul’s
joy.We see thatPaul had boasted to
Titus of the Corinthians, andTitus foundit
was all true.Titus found the Corinthians
to be all Paul said they were.Paul was
not put to shameby the Corinthians,
because they substantiated what Paul
had claimed.Titus told Paul of his love
for the Corinthians. The obedience of
the Corinthian church caused Titus to
love themwith a love that knew no limits.

The point is this: They matured in many ways, and the foundation of that maturity
stemmed from fellowship.It has been said that ‘Maturity has more to do with what
types of experiences you've had and what you've learned from them and less to
do with how many birthdays you've celebrated.’

Northern California boasts of the largest trees on the face of the planet.
Towering well above 300 feet high, these redwoods are large enough to cut
tunnelsinto which cars may drive through them without trouble.  Fascinatingly,

When the winds of
adversity beat against
us, if we are well
grounded, we will but
stand tall in the midst
crying out, ‘Give me
your worst.’
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these trees have extremely shallow root systems.While the extreme winds in
Northern California have little effect on the trees, what gives them their strength is
that their root system interlinks with the rest of the trees in the grove.

So too God is communicating to us thissimple fact– life is no bed of roses, but if
we want to be allowing our lives to be characterized by maturity, then the bottom
line is we must stay in fellowship, we need to be interlinked and rooted with other
believers.

The mark of maturity iswhen the going gets tough, the tough tough-it-out.  When
the winds of adversity beat against us, if we are well grounded, we will stand tall in
the midstof those winds andcry out, ‘Give me your worst.’

When what is normal in unbeliever’s lives becomes the norm in
our lives, as immature Christians, we will punish ourselves by

staying out of fellowship.
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Bent by Benevolence
Solomon got more hurt by his wealth, than he got good by his wisdom.

-THOMAS BROOKS

Its easy to give much to the Lord because He has given so much to us.
-Source Unknown.

If a person owns just one Bible, they are abundantly blessed. One-third of the
world does not have access to even one.  If a person has food in their refrigerator,
clothes on their back, a roof over their head, and a place to sleep, they are richer
than 75% of this world.  If a person has money in the bank, in their wallet, and spare
change in a dish some place, they are among the top 8% of the world's wealthiest.

Michael Milken became famous a few years ago for insider trading on the stock
market. The interesting thing about Milken’s case is that even before he began his
illegal trading, Milken was legally making $5.5 million per year.  His greed was not
inspired by poverty, or the desperate need to support himself.  He was already
wealthy before he began making his illicit deals.  This man made more money in a
year than most people on the planetwill see in their lives.  Milken’s problem was
that he never really had any money, the money had him.  There is a big
difference, andMilkenexemplifies it.

God wants us to be free from the clutches of money.  Now there have been
many strange cult leaders who came on the scene and said, “Give me all your
possessions and you won’t be so possessed by them.”  That sounds strange but
God says the same thing.  Shocked?  Don’t be.  God wants all of us, and all of
everything we have.  Now that doesn’t mean we have to donate all our furniture
toa church, or give all our money to an orphanage.  But it does mean that our
hearts are in such a place, that if God asked us to do it we would.  There is a big
difference, and Paul, in this next segment, illustrates it.

8:1 Now, brethren, we wish to make known to you the grace of God which has
been given in the churches of Macedonia, 2 that in a great ordeal of affliction their
abundance of joy and their deep poverty overflowed in the wealth of their
liberality. 3 For I testify that according to their ability, and beyond their ability, they
gave of their own accord, 4 begging us with much urging for the favor of
participation in the support of the saints, 5 and this, not as we had expected, but
they first gave themselves to the Lord and to us by the will of God. 6 So we urged
Titus that as he had previously made a beginning, so he would also complete in
you this gracious work as well.

Paul wants to make known to the church in Corinth, the grace of Godthathad
been given in the churches in Macedonia.  Seems simple enough.  Paul wanted to
communicate to this church how God’s grace had been given inthe
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Macedonian church.  Remember, grace is Gods riches atChrist’s expense. The
situation in the churches in Macedonia was poor.The churchesin Macedonia
were in a great deal of affliction.  Paul says, ‘They had abundance of Joy, and
they were in deep poverty.’  Paul is making a point here that the Macedonian
churches didn’t know a lot about financial gain, but boy did they knowabout
faithful giving.They didn’t just give a lot, they gave beyond that.For a people so
poor they had so much to give.No one forced them to give in the least.

Now, these churches he speaks of were educated in the principle of tithing.
Tithing is giving to the Lord the first ten percent of our income.  The scriptures tell us
to honour the Lord with the first fruits of our substance and our barns will be filled
with plentyand our presses shall burstforth with new wine.  We are told to bring the
tithe into the storehouse.  The only place in the whole of scripture where we are
challenged by God to testHim, is in the tithe.  No doubt the Macedonian

churches knew this biblical principle well.

There ishowever,a difference between
tithing and giving.  Tithing is the first 10% of our
income; in essence that belongs to God.
Giving begins where tithing ends.  Paul is
pointing out that the Macedonian churches
gave above and beyond the call. The

implication is they didn’t stop at the tithe.They actually hadbegged Paul to let
them give.

In verse 4 it says theywanted togive to support the saints.In the Old Testament,
there was a tribe within the Israelites called the Levites. The Levites were a unique
tribe because their job was to serve as Priests and assistants in the service of the
tabernacle.  The Levites were the priestly tribe.  Now when the children of Israel
entered into the Promised Land,The land was divided up among all the other
tribes except the Levites.  Unfair? Watch this.  TheLevites didn’t get an inheritance
of Land because God told them in Numbers 18, “You shall have no inheritance in
their land nor own any portion among them; I am your portion and your
inheritance among the sons of Israel.”  God would be their inheritance as the
priestly tribe.  Then He goes on to tell them, “To the sons of Levi, behold, I have
given allthe tithe in Israel for an inheritance, in return for their service which they
perform, the service of the tent of meeting.”The tithe was given to supportthose
that did the work of the ministry in the temple.  The tithe was to go to those whose
only inheritance is the Lord and serving his people

In verse 4, Paul had said that the Macedonian churches wanted to give to
support the saints.  The tithe is whatsupports the saints.  The tithe is the income that
supports the church functioning, The leadership leading, and the Gospel
proliferating.

We are told that their giving was not what Paul had expected; their giving was
unexpected. They were expected to give but not as much as they did.  The
implication is that they were expected to give the tithe, but they gave above and

The difference
between tithing and
giving is that giving
begins where tithing
ends.
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beyond that.  He says that they gavethemselves to God and to Paul and the
gang by God’s will.Apparently these guys in Macedonia didn’t want to give their
money, they wanted to give their money, their time, their energy, their effort, and
on and on.  Paul makes it sound like it was all he could do to hold them back from
giving.They gave God what's right, not what's left!

Atthe end of the paragraph, we read, it was‘a gracious work.’Titus had begun
this gracious work in the Corinthians. This gracious work was complete in the
Macedonian churches.   It was a transforming of people in the church from stingy
misers to generous givers.This wasn’t God’s scam to make money, this IS God’s
plan to raise a family unto maturity– to make us into a people that care more
about the church functioning, the leadership leading, and the Gospel
proliferating, than we do breathing.  That is definitely a work of God’s grace.

It has been said, ‘Give according to your income, lest God will make your
income like your giving.’ What if everyone gave as much as you did?  What if
everyone in the church tithed as faithfully as you, would it be a healthy functioning
church?

7 But just as you abound in everything, in faith and utterance and knowledge
and in all earnestness and in the love we inspired in you, see that you abound in
this gracious work also. 8 I am not speaking this as a command, but as proving
through the earnestness of others the sincerity of your love also. 9 For you know the
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sake He
became poor, so that you through His poverty might become rich. 10 I give my
opinion in this matter, for this is to your advantage, who were the first to begin a
year ago not only to do this, but also to desire to do it.  11 But now finish doing it
also, so that just as there was the readiness to desire it, so there may be also the
completion of it by your ability. 12 For if the readiness is present, it is acceptable
according to what a person has, not according to what he does not have. 13 For
this is not for the ease of others and for your affliction, but by way of equality-- 14 at
this present time your abundance being a supply for their need, so that their
abundance also may become a supply for
your need, that there may be equality; 15 as it
is written, "HE WHO gathered MUCH DID NOT
HAVE TOO MUCH, AND HE WHO gathered LITTLE
HAD NO LACK."

Look at how Paul just encourages these
Corinthians so effectively.  The church needs
encouragers.  So many people have become
so capable in criticizing, but what the church
needs is not critics and cynics but rather those who are endowed to encourage.
Paul encourages these guys by saying, ‘Hey, you guys have really been growing in
some real crucial areas of your lives.’They grew in their faithandevangelism, They
abounded in their knowledge,their intensity and their love.  Those are good areas
of our lives to grow in.  Here,Paul wants them to grow in this area of giving.
Apparently they weren’t growing in the area of giving as much as the otherareas

The implication is
they weren’t really
that spiritual if
they weren’t really
that generous.
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– which can often be the case with most of us in the church today.  Paul is telling
them, ‘You’ve grown a great deal in a great many areas, but if you're not growing
in the area of giving, well… that says a lot.’  The implication is they weren’t really
that spiritual if they weren’t reallythatgenerous.

Paul says, ‘thisisn't a command.’  The other churcheswere growing in grace;
they were growing in the area of giving freely, which is exactly what grace is.  Paul
wasn’t trying to make money here.  Remember, Paul never got a paycheck from
working at the Corinthian church.Paul wants them to prove the sincerity of their
love.  Paul wants them to begin growing in the area of giving because it
authenticates love.Others were proving the sincerity of their love in that they were
growing in the grace of giving.  That is what Paul wants for the Corinthian church–
that they be growing in all areas, and authenticating their love for the Lord.  How
does giving money authenticate our love for the Lord?  Well, we have already
seen that it is biblical to tithe, and we see the example ofchurches givingtoprove
the sincerity of their love.  Read that again.  What are WE seeing?  Churches that
are giving.  God wants others to see churches that are giving when they look at us.
It is such an important part of our spiritual maturity but it is an even more important

example as we shall soon see.

So we see that, a spiritual church is a generous
church.  It makes total sense really, when you think
what Christ gave up sure proved the sincerity ofHis
love. What we are willing to give up proves the
sincerity of our love. In other words, what we are
willing to sacrifice proves theseriousness of our love.
Someone said, “One of the great tests of worth is,
test the worth.”  I guess Paul wants to test the real
worth of their faith, by telling them to put their
money where their mouths are.  Paul is still

encouragingthem byreminding them that they wanted to give above and
beyond what was called for.  In verse 10 we read that the Corinthians were the first
of the churches to begin giving, and wanting to give more.Paul says, ‘You
wanted to give everything but not anymore.’  They wanted to be generous at first
but something changed over time.  The bottom line is that it’s only worth
something if you actually do it. Wanting to be generous doesn’t make you
spiritual, and it certainly doesn’t make you generous.  Take a note:You can be
generous without being spiritual, but you cannot be spiritual without being
generous.

Verse 12 tells us that generosity is proportionate to whatwe have, not to what we
don’t have.It doesn’t matter what we don’t have.What we do have is what we
need to be generous with.  Biblically, there is no excuse for miserliness.  All the
money that we have, we receive from God.  “I work hard all day building houses,”
you may say.  Who gave you the handsto work?  “I earn my money myself’” you
might say.  Who gave you breath that you might live to see another day?  All that
we have comes from the hand of God.  The point is they were getting alltheir
money because God had provided for them.  They were doing well at work.  It

Wanting to be
generous
doesn’t make
you spiritual,
and it certainly
doesn’t make
you generous.
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was because God was blessing them there.  The reason God blesses us financially
is so that we canhelp support ministry. That is how we turn our jobs into ministries.

When I use to work in Hawaii, it was just to finance my habit–Surfing!  That is how
we should look at our jobs.  “I work to finance my addiction– ministering to the
Lord, supporting the church, bringing people to Christ.”Paul tells them their jobs
were to be their ministries.

In the last verse, Paul brings them back to an Old Testament illustration of when
the children of Israel gathered manna off the ground in the mornings of their
wilderness wanderings.People gathered what was needed of what God
provided.God provided for everyone as much as they needed.The ones that
worked hardertogather-- God supplied their needs.The ones that didn’t work as
much-- God supplied their needs.  God will supply our needs.  Philippians 4:19 says,
“And my God will supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ
Jesus. “  God will supply all our needs, but He is determined to raise us up unto
maturity.  Part of maturity is learninggenerosity.

In April1997 The Associated Press reported that the United Arab Emirates'
National Avian Research Center, funded at agenerous level by ruler Sheik Zayed
bin Sultan Al Nahyan, has hired scientists from around the world to use state-of-the-
art tracking to save the endangered houbara bustard bird.The Sheik has invested
a great deal of money in this endeavor. However, the only reason for the sheik's
concern appears to be to assure that they are plentiful enough for rich Arab
hunters.Our concern is to finance the church moving forward and bringing
people to Christ.We are to be growing into a generous people because our
concern is maturity, and showing our love for God with sincerity.

16 But thanks be to God who puts the
same earnestness on your behalf in
the heart of Titus. 17 For he not only
accepted our appeal, but being
himself very earnest, he has gone to
you of his own accord. 18 We have
sent along with him the brother whose
fame in the things of the gospel has
spread through all the churches; 19
and not only this, but he has also been
appointed by the churches to travel

with us in this gracious work, which is being administered by us for the glory of the
Lord Himself, and to show our readiness, 20 taking precaution so that no one will
discredit us in our administration of this generous gift; 21 for we have regard for
what is honorable, not only in the sight of the Lord, but also in the sight of men. 22
We have sent with them our brother, whom we have often tested and found
diligent in many things, but now even more diligent because of his great

God is trying to make us
into a people that care
more about the church
functioning, the
leadership leading, and
the Gospel proliferating,
than we do breathing.

How we handle finances says a lot about who we are.
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confidence in you. 23 As for Titus, he is my partner and fellow worker among you;
as for our brethren, they are messengers of the churches, a glory to Christ. 24
Therefore openly before the churches, show them the proof of your love and of our
reason for boasting about you.

So far in this segment, we have seen that tithing is giving to the Lord the first ten
percent of our income, and giving begins where tithingends.  Paul speaks of
Churches thatgave above and beyond the call– above and beyond the tithe.
We have seen that the tithe is what supports the saints.  God isn’t trying to scam
people to make money, this is God’s plan to raise aus unto maturity– to make us
into a people that care more about the church functioning, the leadership
leading, and the Gospel proliferating, than we do breathing.  That is definitely a
crucial work of God’s grace.  We have seen that we can be growing in many
different areas butif we aren’t growing in the grace of giving, ‘brother,’ wearen’t
mature.God wants others to see churches that are giving, when they look at us.
So we see that, a spiritual church is a generous church.  Wanting to be generous
doesn’t make you spiritual, and it certainly doesn’t make you generous.  You can
be generous without being spiritual, but you cannot be spiritual without being
generous.Consequently, how we handle finances says a lot about who we are.

Now in verse 16 we see thatTitus was earnest on their behalf, in other words
Titus wanted to go to Corinth, to continue to minister to the Corinthians because of
his confidence in them.  So Paul and thegang appealed toTitus to go to Corinth–
and he accepted.They sent someone else with Titus who was well known within
all the churches,in the things of the Gospel.  Now the text doesn’t tell us who this
guy is.  Therefore his identity is probably not the point.  The point is that the
churches appointed this person to travel with them and the money.  Now the
money was for other churches.  What's
going on?  Simply this, they are sending a
wad of cash around with Titus, and they
want to keep him accountable.  Titus,
Paul, and the rest of the team are being
held accountable to deliver all of the
money.

We want to be accountable people.
According to the scriptures, in this area of
giving we are accountable in the sight of
God and men.  What does that mean?
People seeour grace of givingas well as God does.We’re held accountable for
our generosity not just by God but man, because if the churchcan’t even stay
afloat what does that say to the world?  On the other hand, if the church
proliferates in generosity what does that say?

People will be faithful up to a point-- up until it costs.Thisunnamedbrother of
verse twenty-twohad been, no doubt,found diligent in generosity.  He was sent to
keepeverybody accountable.  So too as the world sees us, we are kept

We’re held
accountable for our
generosity by the
world outside the
church because if the
church can’t even
stay afloat what does
that say to the world?
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accountable to make sure that they don’t see the church as stingy misers, but
generous givers, and faithful tithers.

Charles Spurgeon, the great English preacher, was once invited by a wealthy
man to come to preach in a certain country church, to help the membership raise
funds to pay off a debt. The man told Spurgeon he was free touse his country
house, his town house, or his seaside home. Spurgeon wrote back and said, "Sell
one of the places and pay the debt yourself."  If the world around us sees a
generous and benevolent people when they look at us, then we have set a good
example.  If the world around us watches the church go under financially while we
enjoy nice new cars, and homes– What kind of horrible message is that?

People say, “Well I don’t want people to see how much money I give,” but if
you're just giving the tithe its not impressive. Do you pray, read your bible, or
fellowship in front of others, that’s just obedience– it’s what you're supposed to do,
and you wouldn’t hesitate to do it in front of others.  Paul here implies that we
should be generous in front of the church.  If others see us tithing, its just obedience
in front of others,and there’snothing wrong with that.  It’s a good example, if
others see us being generous within the church– which is giving above and
beyond the call.

A man went to visit his doctor.  "Doc, my arm hurtsbad.Can you check it out
please?"the man pleads.The doctor rolls up the man's sleeve and suddenly hears
the arm talk."Hello, Doctor," says the arm. "Could you lend me twentyeuros,
please? I'm desperate!""Aha!'' says the doctor. ''I see the problem.Your arm is
broke!"  Paul’s hope for the Corinthians and for us is that when we are examined
by others outside the church they would see a people of generosity.

9:1 For it is superfluous for me to write to you about this ministry to the saints; 2 for I
know your readiness, of which I boast about you to the Macedonians, namely, that
Achaia has been prepared since last year, and your zeal has stirred up most of
them. 3 But I have sent the brethren, in order that our boasting about you may not
be made empty in this case, so that, as I was saying, you may be prepared; 4
otherwise if any Macedonians come with me and find you unprepared, we--not to
speak of you--will be put to shame by this confidence. 5 So I thought it necessary
to urge the brethren that they would go on ahead to you and arrange beforehand
your previously promised bountiful gift, so that the same would be ready as a
bountiful gift and not affected by covetousness.

Paul starts off chapter nine saying, ‘I don’t need to write to you about ministry.’
Obviously they knew about ministry if Paul is saying this.  We know that Paul had
already written them about ministry– 1 Corinthians.Paul wrote his last letter a year
before this one, and spoke thoroughly concerningthe ministry.His last letter to the
Corinthians concludedwith instructions todedicate your life to the ministry– 1
Corinthians 16.

Here Paul is telling them tobe generous and give above and beyond the call.
According to versetwo of chapter nine here, they were ready to respond to the
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message on ministry he wrote them in his last letter.At the end of1 Corinthians,
Paul spoke to the church about addicting themselves to the ministry.  He spoke to
the church about giving of more than just their finances, but their very lives.  We
see at the end of his last letter Paul said that as Christians by definition we are
ministers, and ministers have their lives dictated to them by ministry– where ever
there is opportunity to serve effectually.

SoPaul says to them here in chapter nine, ‘I'msending the boys to collect.’
Since they were ready a year earlier to respond to what he wrote them then they
were ready now.  So Paul is sending over a group of men to keep them
accountable to the commitment they made a year earlier.  Paul says, ‘If they find
you guys to be immature in this area it reflects badly on us, and it goes without
saying that it speaks awfully of the congregants.’  All churches are bound by these
two immutable laws:1. When Churches struggle financially, it reflects badly on the
leadership.  2. When Churches struggle financially it speaks horribly of Christianity.
It goes without saying thata church struggling financiallyspeaks awfully of the
congregants to the world around the church because the impression that the
world gets is of stingy and miserly Christianity.  Of course as Christians we want the
world to see the generosity of Christ through us.  We want to set an example of
generosity to share with the world the generous gift Christ gave to us when he laid
down His life on the cross.

The bottom line is this; if a church struggles
financially it means that the church is
covetous.  Covetousness isone of the most
heinous sins in the Bible.  It is an intense desire
to possess something(or someone) that
belongs to another person. The Ten
Commandments prohibit this attitude.
Covetousness springs from a greedy self-
centeredness and an arrogant disregard of
God's law. The Bible repeatedly warns against
this sin.  If a church struggles financially then it
means the congregants are struggling with

covetousness.If a church is financially in the dumps, thenthe subject of
covetousness needs to be taught.When I begin struggling with the tithe or with
giving above and beyond the tithe because my attitude towards money has
developed into greed– I need to study covetousness.

A few years ago, the press had a field day with a story about Ivana Trump’s first
visit to a Taco Bell restaurant.  In her post-divorce advice book,The Best Is Yet to
Come, Ivana enjoys sharing her slightly-embarrassing learning experience.  This
former wife of business tycoon Donald Trump admits that Le Cirque and other
gourmet establishments are more her style.  She didn’t know what all the fuss was
about when she ordered a Chablis with her tacos.  She was surprised to discover
that a Mexican restaurant didn’t serve fine wine.  Then, she tried to pay for the
meal with a $100 bill.  How was she to know that Taco Bell is practically the
cheapest restaurant in America?  As Christians we too can find ourselves in a

We want to set an
example of
generosity to share
with the world the
generous gift Christ
gave to us when he
laid down His life on
the cross.
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slightly-embarrassing situation when the church we are plugged into begins
suffering financially, and the world around us sees us as the cheapest people in
town.

6 Now this I say, he who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows
bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7 Each one must do just as he has purposed in
his heart, not grudgingly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8
And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that always having all
sufficiency in everything, you may have an abundance for every good deed; 9 as
it is written,

"HE SCATTERED ABROAD, HE GAVE TO THE POOR, HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS ENDURES
FOREVER."

What is Paul telling us in this paragraph?  Basically he is saying that generosity
brings with it blessing.  We just finished reading about our example as Christians to
the world around us, the root of covetousness in the church today, the need for
accountability, and the need to develop generosity.Paul says,‘I don’t want to
force you,butwhat does your heart say?’At this point their hearts no doubt
convicted them.  At this point, there can be no doubt thatthey all were ready to
give.  Paul is coming to the focal point of this entire segment--God will provide for
you… do you believe that?  The fact of the matter is, believing God is measured by
the churches financial struggle.

The call of duty is the tithe.  Look closely at what Paul is saying.  Every good deed
in the context of this paragraph is giving above and beyond the call of duty.God
has provided us all with enough to be generous.In the contextof this paragraph
the poor are the Corinthians.  He is telling them that their poverty isn't financial…
OW!  That’s painful!Their poverty was deeper than theirwallets; their character is
where they were in the dumps.  Paul says, ‘The righteousness of God endures for
eternity.’  So too,generosity or miserliness will shape us for eternity.  That is probably
the harshest rebuke ever given!

According to apoll done byFamily Circle
magazine, 75% of people believe that doing
what you love is more important than making a
lot of money.  When asked to choose which one
trait they would most like to possess, only 14% of
people chose being rich.  Forty-nine percent
chose happiness in their personal and family life as the trait they most desired.
More often than not, we as Christians contradict this statistic and substantiate what
Paul was saying to the Corinthians.  We cause our character along with our
church, to be down in the dumps.

10 Now He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and
multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness; 11
you will be enriched in everything for all liberality, which through us is producing
thanksgiving to God. 12 For the ministry of this service is not only fully supplying the
needs of the saints, but is also overflowing through many thanksgivings to God. 13

Our generosity or
miserliness in
this life will shape
us for eternity.
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Because of the proof given by this ministry, they will glorify God for your obedience
to your confession of the gospel of Christ and for the liberality of your contribution
to them and to all, 14 while they also, by prayer on your behalf, yearn for you
because of the surpassing grace of God in you. 15 Thanks be to God for His
indescribable gift!

Last paragraph.  The implications Paul is making here are incredible.  In verseten
he tells them that God will supply for them.  In verseeleven Paul says, ‘We have
produced praise to God through our ministry to you.’  In versetwelve he tells them
that their ministry of generosity is also producing praise to God.  What is he saying?
Generosity causes you to be more effective in winning people to Christ.  The
generosity that the people of Corinth would see at the local church would testify
of a generous God.  Now pagan gods were not known for their generosity.  Paul is
telling the Corinthians that their generosity in the church will affect people outside
the church in an eternal way.  Look at this.Not tithing is robbing God– as we have
already seen,butif we are notgenerous,apparentlythat’s worse.  If we are
struggling with the tithe and giving, then we are saying we don’t want to be more
effective in saving people.  ‘Brother, that’s saying a lot!’We are saying we care
more about money than eternity–that is covetousness.Ministry is about getting
people saved and preparing people for heaven. He says you're generosity is
going to prove either that you're into ministry, or you're covetous.

We read in verse 14 that the churches in Macedonia pray for the Corinthians.I
can pray for God to save souls but if I am
covetous that says more to God than my
prayers.I can pray for God to save souls but if
thechurch struggles financially then my
concern isn’t really souls.

Paulends the segment by saying, “Thanks be
to God for His indescribable gift!”  In this
segment we have seen the need for
generosity, we have seen the need for
accountability, and we have seen the source
of covetousness.  Now we are reminded of
God’s generosity.  How generous was God?
He gave everything.  God gave His only son, so
that he could affect us for eternity.  God’s

concern is souls.  What is our concern?  Do we pray for souls to be saved?  Do we
tithe faithfully and give regularly?  How generous arewe?Some might say, ‘well I
pray for people.’Jesus didn’t just pray for the church, he gave.

The Corinthians had some things going well for them.They were growing in a few
areas likefaith, sharing the gospel, knowledge, love, and intensity. They were
lacking in one crucial area and Paul elaborates onthat in this segment.There are
seven basic thrusts to Paul’s theme of generosity.

Generosity causes
you to be more
effective in winning
people to Christ...
The generosity that
the people of
Corinth would see
at the local church
would testify of a
generous God.
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1. Tithing is giving to the Lord the first ten percent of our
income, and generosity begins where tithing ends. Generosity
is giving above and beyond the tithe.

2. We can be growing in many different areas but if we are not
growing in Generosity, we lack maturity. A spiritual church
is a generous church, and how we handle finances says a lot
about who we are.

3. We've seen we’re held accountable for our generosity not just
by God but man, because if the church can’t stay afloat it
sends a bad message to the world.

4. If a church struggles financially it means that the church is
covetous.

5. Believing God is measured to a great deal by the churches
financial struggle.

6. Generosity or miserliness will shape us for eternity.
7. If we are struggling with the tithe and giving, then we are

saying we don’t want to be more effective in saving people.
We are saying we care more about money than eternity – that
is covetousness.

Before you leave this segment behind,implementa few things that the
Corinthianswere credited for:

 Grow in faith – Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.
It is so important to fix ourselves in a place wherewe are being inundated
by the word of God.Make the Bible a permanent part of your every day
experience by reading it daily.

 Grow in sharing – Jesus told His disciples that they would be His witnesses in
Jerusalem and Judea and to the uttermost parts of the earth.  It is
important that we share with others what we know, of the Lord.  As we are
faithful to share what God gives us, we only prove we are ready to be
given more.

 Grow in knowledge – Paul told young timothy to study to show himself
approved unto God as a workman that didn’t need to be ashamed,
rightly dividing the word of truth.  It is of immeasurable importance that we
study the Bible for ourselves so that we can be more firmly grounded in the
Lord.

 Grow in intensity – Remember if our relationship with God at any time in
the past was richer or greater; if at any time in the past we gave more, or
read more, or prayed more– then we are backsliding

 Grow in love – The apostle Johnwrote that we were to love each other
not just in word and in tongue but in deed and in truth.  We need to apply
what we learn from the Bible to our lives no matter what the cost.  Integrity
and love may cost, but hypocrisy costs more.  So don’t walk away from
this segment without resolving to be growing in generosity
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Shaped in Security
The meek man is not a human mouse…he may be in his moral life as bold

as a lion and as strong as Samson but He has stopped being fooled about
himself

-A.W. Tozer

In March of 1996, security guards at the Mall of America in Bloomington,
Minnesota, along with local police and a helpful eyewitness, apprehended a man
who had grabbed a $1,400 gold chain from the neck of another man. Police
arrested the suspect, then arrested the witness when a computer check revealed
that he had several outstanding warrants, and then arrested the victim when they
found drugs in his pocket.

Security is a good thing.  Whether it be at a shopping mall, in a home or in a
church, security ultimately will always prove to be worth while. Paul in this segment
taps into a vein of thought that rarely is covered and always is needed.  The
church needs to be protected.  “God will protect the church,” one may say.  That
is correct, and we get to partner with God in that task by playing our part.  The
only other alternative is to resist God in the work that He is doing to protect and
preserve the body of Christ.

Here, beginning in chapter 10,Paul iswriting one ofhis final segments to the
church. He has spoken about comfort, conduct, repentance, and generosity;
nowhe’ll speak ofsecurity.

When I was in Bible college in California, one of my jobs on-campus was security.
At orientation they gathered up the biggest and toughest looking guys and gave
us all an option; an ultimatum really.  “You guys can wash dishes in the kitchen or
work security.”  Well once we all saw the great jackets we would be wearing, it
was a no-brainer.  The job consisted of protecting the young men and women
who made up the student body and emptyingall the rubbish cans on campus– I
don’t know if we made the right choice.So too, Paul is seeking to protect the men
and women who make up Christ’s body here on earth by putting things in place to
secure the safety of the churches.

10:1 Now I, Paul, myself urge you by the meekness and gentleness of Christ--I
who am meek when face to face with you, but bold toward you when absent! 2 I
ask that when I am present I need not be bold with the confidence with which I
propose to be courageous against some, who regard us as if we walked
according to the flesh. 3 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according
to the flesh, 4 for the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but divinely
powerful for the destruction of fortresses. 5 We are destroying speculations and
every lofty thing raised up against the knowledge of God, and we are taking every
thought captive to the obedience of Christ, 6 and we are ready to punish all
disobedience, whenever your obedience is complete.
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He starts off the segment by telling them right up front what he’s getting at.
Meekness!  Pauleventells them that he is urging them with meekness. “Now I,
Paul, myself urge you by themeekness and gentleness of Christ,’ he says.You
can’t get any meeker than Jesus Christ.  Jesus Christwas the meekest man ever to
walk the face of the earth.

The word meekness carries with it a picture.  Imagine a massive thorough-bred
racing horse.  Think of the power that animal possesses, yet under the control of a
skilled little jockey.  Meeknessis power under restraint.  Meekness describes Jesus
perfectly.When you're talking about power, you're talking about Jesus, yet he was
so gentle and kind.  God incarnate, Jesus Christ could have torn the entire
universe into oblivion in the blink of an eye yet he allowed himself to be beaten,

and ultimately killed.

In the first verse Paul points out that his
readers were calling him a hypocrite.  They
were saying that he had two different
faces, one was gentle and kind face to
face and then the other was a powerhouse
with the pen.  The complaint was that Paul
was only strong when he was writing letters
to people but his personal skills were

lacking.  Paul knowsthey’re calling him two-faced.  Here’s the twist…He says there
is a difference in what we appear to be and what we really are.  Isn't that
hypocrisy?  Nope, it’s meekness.He says, “Granted, I appear to be weak when I
am around you all butthere’s a difference in what we appear to be and what we
really are.”Paul isn't calling himself a hypocrite, he is making a point.  He says,
“The war that we fight is spiritual, andwe display our boldness in prayer when
we’re engaged in warfare.”  Now that seems a bit confusing doesn’t it?  Here’s the
point Paul is making:it’s easy to mistake meekness for weakness.  Meekness is not
weakness.They didn’t seePaul as a take charge assertive guy, they saw him as
the easy going passive gentle man that they loved.  The problem was when the
Corinthians got these letters from Paul it was like he was somebody else.

Meekness is power under restraint.  Oldsmobile made a car in the 1966 called the
Toronado.  This car is the most brutal and ferocious looking car on the planet.  To
call it big would be an understatement, and to call it intimidating would be worse.
It’s the kind of car that you wouldn’t want to run into in an alley way.  Under the
hood is a V-8 engine which places theToronado at the top of the American
muscle car legends.  Yet if you seeone of these beasts on the road, itsvery likely a
gang of little old women pulling out of a yarn store.  That is a perfect picture of
power under restraint.  This car is so powerful and strong that most modern day
sports cars pale in comparison.  Something about these cars attracts drivers that
will never take them over 40 miles per hour.  That’s meekness.  Paul is showing the
Corinthians that though he is not exactly what he appears to be it isn't because he
is a hypocrite but it is because he is meek.

He says there is a
difference in what we
appear to be and what
we really are and it’s
called meekness.
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The battle we fight is not against flesh and blood.Verses three and four tell us we
are at war against spiritual enemies.  In other words what we see physically is not
exactly what’s really going on.  There is a whole other world taking place.How do
we fight in this war?Ourwage is to pray.  Ourprayer lifemeasures how powerful
andsuccessful we are in this battle.Prayer is focused on the inner man.  In other
words prayer is all about what you don’t see.

7 You are looking at things as they are outwardly. If anyone is confident in himself
that he is Christ's, let him consider this again within himself, that just as he is Christ's,
so also are we. 8 For even if I boast somewhat further about our authority, which
the Lord gave for building you up and not for destroying you, I will not be put to
shame, 9 for I do not wish to seem as if I would terrify you by my letters. 10 For they
say, "His letters are weighty and strong, but his personal presence is unimpressive
and his speech contemptible." 11 Let such a person consider this, that what we are
in word by letters when absent, such persons we are also in deed when present.

In verse 7 Paul says, “You are focusing on the outward.”  The Corinthians were
focusing on things as they are outwardly.When we begin to focus on the outward
we lay aside meekness.  If our concern is outward then meekness has no value
because it’s all about power and strength that is rarely seen by others.  The
Corinthianswere confident in the outward.The implication is they should've been
focusing on the inward.

Paul tells them to consider inwardly that we are all Christ’s.  He says, “You're so
affected by the outward when you see my letters you're afraid.”Its not about who
we are outwardly.  The fact is we are Christ’s inwardly.  He tells them, “Our deeds
when we’re with you are as strong as anything we have said to you.”  Paul’s
investment in the church spoke for itself, and it gave him the platform to exhort,
correct, and rebuke.

12 For we are not bold to class or compare ourselves with some of those who
commend themselves; but when they measure themselves by themselves and
compare themselves with themselves, they are without understanding. 13 But we
will not boast beyond our measure, but within the measure of the sphere which
God apportioned to us as a measure, to reach even as far as you. 14 For we are
not overextending ourselves, as if we did not reach to you, for we were the first to
come even as far as you in the gospel of Christ; 15 not boasting beyond our

There is a tendency for us to think that if we don’t appear a
certain way we’ll be discredited.  We often think if we appear
strong people will respect us.  Well, meekness is about
throwing appearance to the wind and focusing whole-heartedly on
what people don’t see.  Therefore it is easy to mistake
meekness for weakness.  Focusing on the outward is causing the
Corinthians to mistake meekness for weakness.  Before we judge
them too harshly we need to realize meekness appears like
weakness, and we can often find that an undesirable appearance.
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measure, that is, in other men's labors, but with the hope that as your faith grows,
we will be, within our sphere, enlarged even more by you, 16 so as to preach the
gospel even to the regions beyond you, and not to boast in what has been
accomplished in the sphere of another. 17 But HE WHO BOASTS IS TO BOAST IN THE
LORD. 18 For it is not he who commends himself that is approved, but he whom the
Lord commends.

So far Paul has been telling the Corinthians that meekness is about being
powerful inwardly.  Prayer characterizes meekness because prayer is focused on
the inward man.He says in verse 12, focusing on the outward is foolish because
appearances are deceiving.Focusing on the outward is causing the Corinthians
to measure people by the outward.   He makes the point that it would be foolish to
compare ourselves with what we see of others.  It is foolish to compare yourself
with what you see of others because
even as they observed of Paul, there is
a difference in what people appear
to be and what people really are.He
says appearance means a lot to
peoplebut it can beincredibly
deceiving.

He says,“We are not confident in
the outward but in the fact that we
have built you up.”  Paul had invested a lot into the Corinthian church, andby
investing heequipped them to do the work of the ministry.  The Corinthian church
was the fruit of Paul’s ministry.In verse 15 Paul tells them, “We don’t compare
ourselves to anyone, we are just faithful to what God has given us.”  He tells them
his hope is thatthe ministry will grow.  He is not promotinghimself.  He is promoting
the Lord andletting God do the promoting.  In other words, if someone is going to
be confident, be confident in the Lord.  Paul isn't confident in the outward but is
confident in the Lord.God sees the inside.Meekness means that you are inside
who God wants to commend.  Meekness is not concerned with the outward
appearance whatsoever.  There is a tendency to think we have to appear holy to
have authority.  When our friends come knocking on the door, handing us
literature about how we had better join their organization or we won’t be part of
Jehovah’s Christian witnesses, or telling us there is another gospel handed down by
Joseph smith, or that we can discover the Christ that we are by becoming a part
of Christian Science we have a tendency to listen.  Why do we listen?  They come
in suits with badges and briefcases thus they appear authoritative.God doesn’t
commend those who appear to be apostles and are not.Paul says, “You don’t
have to appear holy to have authority.”  Focusing on the outward will causeus to
lay aside meekness because meekness has nothing to do with appearance but
everything to do with being on the inside who God can commend.

11:1 I wish that you would bear with me in a little foolishness; but indeed you are
bearing with me. 2 For I am jealous for you with a godly jealousy; for I betrothed
you to one husband, so that to Christ I might present you as a pure virgin. 3 But I
am afraid that, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, your minds will be led

Focusing on the
outward will cause us to
lay aside meekness
because meekness has
nothing to do with
appearance but
everything to do with
inner growth.
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astray from the simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ. 4 For if one comes and
preaches another Jesus whom we have not preached, or you receive a different
spirit which you have not received, or a different gospel which you have not
accepted, you bear this beautifully. 5 For I consider myself not in the least inferior
to the most eminent apostles. 6 But even if I am unskilled in speech, yet I am not so
in knowledge; in fact, in every way we have made this evident to you in all things.

Look at verse 6.  What is Paul saying?  He tells the Corinthians that they know a lot
because Paul has conveyed that knowledge to them.  Paul is telling them that
they have been deceived from simplicity and purity, and they humor all kinds of
false prophets.  His point?  They should know better.

Paul expresses his confidence in the areas that he has labored, meaning them.
He is confident that the Corinthians know a whole lot.  Even though they have a
great deal of knowledge they are being deceived from simplicity and humoring all
kinds of false prophets.  He says that the reason they do this is because they're
caught up in appearances.  He tells them, “You accept all kinds of strange
teaching.”  The apostle Paul wasn’t the greatest orator in his own estimation.
However the fruit of his ministry was in fact the Corinthian church.  The evidence
showed that even if hespoke like an uneducatedbaboonhis teaching had
contradicted that. He says, “I may not measure up tothese false prophets
outwardly, but you guys are the fruit of my ministry.”  Paulis pointing out that it’s

easy for Christians who know better to be fooled
by appearances.

7 Or did I commit a sin in humbling myself so that
you might be exalted, because I preached the
gospel of God to you without charge? 8 I robbed
other churches by taking wages from them to
serve you; 9 and when I was present with you and

was in need, I was not a burden to anyone; for when the brethren came from
Macedonia they fully supplied my need, and in everything I kept myself from
being a burden to you, and will continue to do so. 10 As the truth of Christ is in me,
this boasting of mine will not be stopped in the regions of Achaia. 11 Why?
Because I do not love you? God knows I do!

In September of 2004 the Muscular Dystrophy Association, a Tempe, Arizona, real
estate firm, and two charity promoters were sued in September by Keith Schott, a
golfer who had apparently legitimately made a fully witnessed hole-in-one during
a charity round but who was allegedly turned down for the widely advertised $1
million prize when the sponsors imposed a rule that the money shots had to be
videotaped. "Remarkably," said Schott's lawyer, "the defendants changed the rules
on the spot."  Now Paul here is saying, “Its not about the money for me, though I
deserve it and you all know it.”Paul had spent some good years of his life
investing in the church at Corinth, using his own money to finance the ministry.
Here Paul reminds them of that, in an attempt to show them that he wasn’t in it for
the money.  They were all witnesses that he had labored and toiled for the ministry.

It’s easy for
Christians who
know better to be
fooled by
appearances.
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He tells them that he didn’t commit a sin by humblinghimself sothey could be
exalted.  That is exactly what he did.  He says, “I wasn’t valued for my worth.”He
says, “Ministering in Corinth without getting paid for it wasn’t an issue of pride it was
out of meekness and humility.”  You see, meekness is defined by humility, so much
so that it is often mistaken for weekness.  Paul had actually been so taken for
granted by this church that he actually earned money from other churches so that
hecould work forthe Corinthians for free.  Now that would be acceptable for a
short time while the church was being planted, but the implications we see in
scripture was that as this metropolitan church grew, they thought nothing of Paul
continuing to work for free.  What a slap in the face to Paul.  If nothing else they
should at least trust that he loves them and is looking out for their best interest.  He
says, “God knows I love you! Paul is saying, “I didn’t get any money from you
guys.”He wasn’t in it for the money he was in itbecause he loved them.”

12 But what I am doing I will continue to do, so that I may cut off opportunity from
those who desire an opportunity to be regarded just as we are in the matter about
which they are boasting. 13 For such men are false apostles, deceitful workers,
disguising themselves as apostles of Christ. 14 No wonder, for even Satan disguises
himself as an angel of light. 15 Therefore it is not surprising if his servants also
disguise themselves as servants of righteousness, whose end will be according to
their deeds.

Paul was the target of an onslaught of ridicule and criticism by these false
teachers that had crept into the Corinthian church.    He was accused of
ignorance andstupidity.While these false prophets told the Corinthians that Paul
wasn’t worth paying, and that he wasn’t a real apostle of the Lord, Paul responds
that thereasonhe didn’tget paidwasintentional.  He didn’t make any money off
the ministry so that no one could say he was in it for the money.  Very few people
are willing to do what Paul did.

Then there is this business about
Satan.  He says, “Satan appears as an
angel of light.”  What does that have
to do with meekness?  Well, remember
that meekness is all about focusing on
the inner man.  Meekness is defined by
humility.  Focusing on the outward will
cause us to lay aside meekness
because meekness has nothing to do
with appearance but everything to do with the inner man.  Paul was being
criticizedby men who appeared to the Corinthian church to be messengers of
truth.False apostles appear like messengers of truth, and they deceive by their
appearance.  This is exactly what Satan does.  Whoa!  Does that mean that these
false apostles are not from the Lord?  Paul is implying that these guys who are
criticizing Paul’s ministry, and focusing on the outward appearance actually have
nothing to do with the Lord.

Focusing on the
outward will cause us to
lay aside meekness
because meekness has
nothing to do with
appearance but
everything to do with
the inner man.
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According to Bill Farmer's newspaper column, J. Upton Dickson was a fun-loving
fellow who said he was writing a book entitledCower Power. He also founded a
group of submissive people. It was called DOORMATS.That stands for "Dependent
Organization of Really Meek And Timid Souls-- if there are no objections."Their
motto was: "The meek shall inherit the earth -- if that's okay with everybody." The
symbol was the yellow traffic light.

Mr. Dickson sounds like he'd be a lot of fun, doesn't he? What is disturbing about
all of this, though, is that many people assume that the ridiculous ideas behind
DOORMATS andCower Power represent the quality of meekness set forth in
Matthew 5:5. Many, even in the church, think that to be meek is to be weak. But
the opposite is true. What the Bible is talking about is a powerful virtue. The slogan
"strong enoughto be gentle" comes close to defining it. True meekness is best seen
in Christ. He was submissive, never resisting or disputing the will of God. His absolute
trust in the Father enabled Him to show compassion, courage, and self-sacrifice
even in the most hostile situation.

Now let's apply this to ourselves. When we are meek, we will bear insults without
lashing out in proud resentment or retaliation. We'll thank God in every
circumstance, while using every circumstance, good or bad, as an occasion to
submit to Him. Meekness would be weakness if it meant yielding to sin. But
because it stems from goodness and godliness, it is a great strength.
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Made by Ministry
Wherever thou meetest a Christian, he is going to heaven.

-WILLIAM GURNALL

The hand of God is invisible and you cannot always see what He is doing,
but be assured He is very efficient at what He does

-Fenelon

Success is a process.  You can think of this process as similar to the autopilot on
airplanes.  In a flight from Florida to London, the airplane is actually off course 93
percent of the time.  Onboard computers monitor the variables of wind, pressure,
altitude, temperature, speed, and air traffic, and adjust the flight path
accordingly.  Consequently the plane arrives on timeat the desired destination.
That’s success.  Sure there was a bumpy ride, and there were times when it
appeared to be way off track, but steady steering and good experience brought
that plane to where it needed to be.  Ministry can be a lot like that sometimes.
Things get bumpy and it often looks like its going to crash and burn, yet the church
will always arrive at her destination …Heaven!

16 Again I say, let no one think me foolish; but if you do, receive me even as
foolish, so that I also may boast a little. 17 What I am saying, I am not saying as the
Lord would, but as in foolishness, in this confidence of boasting. 18 Since many
boast according to the flesh, I will boast also. 19 For you, being so wise, tolerate
the foolish gladly. 20 For you tolerate it if anyone enslaves you, anyone devours
you, anyone takes advantage of you, anyone exalts himself, anyone hits you in
the face. 21 To my shame I must say that we have been weak by comparison.

In this paragraph Paul begins to describe to the Corinthians how they tolerate
anything and everyone.  The Corinthians boasted in their willingness to tolerate
and accept everyone.  That’s great isn't it?  We accept everything and anyone in
the church don’t we?  Not exactly.  There are parameters that we have to fall into
and guidelines we need to maintain.  People were sneaking into the church in
Corinth with agendas to undermine the leadership and steer the church in a bad
direction.  Wisdom is not to just to let these people continue on that way but rather
to be strong and bold enough to correct and exhort.

He says“YouCorinthiansaccept anyone and anything in the church under the
banner of “tolerance.”The God of Scripture contradicts that approach to ministry.
We must be totally intolerant of absolutely anything contrary to scripture.  The God
of the Bible has no tolerance for sin. Tolerance for sin is the definition of
compromise.Now that may fly in the face of a lot of teachings around the globe
but if we cant be bold in this area concerning what the Bible says about church
then we don’t have a leg to stand on.  It has been said “If you don’t stand for
something you will fall for anything.”  It is true.  The Bible teaches grace– God’s
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riches at Christ’s expense.  The Bible doesn’t teach tolerance.  Shocked? Don’t be.
The Biblical approach to issues that the world tolerates is called investment.

When someone comes into the church
they need God’s investment in them.
God invests in peoples lives through
others in the church.  If people begin to
veer off in a strange direction the
solution is to begin investing in them.  As

the church we are to pour out our lives into the lives of others.  Our lives are to be
given to the Lord to invest in others.  Tolerance is a passive-negative approach to
ministry, while Investment is a positive-active approach.

Bacteria can be defined as alien hostel life forces with an agenda to take over a
host system for there own survival. Germs look for openings in the skin like a cut or a
scrap. Now if you get a little infectionon this scrap you can go to the medicine
cabinet and pour a little rubbing alcohol on it and it probably won't turn into much
but if you don't treat that infection it is likely it will grow until you are going to have
to see a doctor to get antibiotics tokill what a little shot of alcohol will not effect
because your immune system has been penetrated and compromised. That's the
disease‘neglect,’ and it is sure to rob you of all of life's values, happiness,and joys
successes unless you deal with it. Neglect spreads from one area to another and
will get you to compromise your values and principles. Sin is a virus that we have
all got and if we begin to tolerate it we will wind up compromised.  Paul says, “I
don’t tolerate everything and everyone.”

But in whatever respect anyone else is bold--I speak in foolishness--I am just as
bold myself. 22 Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israelites? So am I. Are they
descendants of Abraham? So am I. 23 Are they servants of Christ?--I speak as if
insane--I more so; in far more labors, in far more imprisonments, beaten times
without number, often in danger of death. 24 Five times I received from the Jews
thirty-nine lashes.  25 Three times I was beaten with rods, once I was stoned, three
times I was shipwrecked, a night and a day I have spent in the deep. 26 I have
been on frequent journeys, in dangers from rivers, dangers from robbers, dangers
from my countrymen, dangers from the Gentiles, dangers in the city, dangers in the
wilderness, dangers on the sea, dangers among false brethren; 27 I have been in
labor and hardship, through many sleepless nights, in hunger and thirst, often
without food, in cold and exposure. 28 Apart from such external things, there is the
daily pressure on me of concern for all the churches. 29 Who is weak without my
being weak? Who is led into sin without my intense concern?

Paul now gives his qualifications for his ministry.  The Corinthians had been
accepting anybody and anything, and now Paul begins to tell them his history up
until thatpoint.  He was an Israeli who could trace His family tree back to the first
Jew.  He had served Christ in a way that placed his life in danger repeatedly.
“He’s bragging a bit,” someone might say.  Look closely at what He is bragging
about.  All of the trials that he has been through are listed in this paragraph.  As a

When someone comes
into the church they
need God’s investment
in them.
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matter of fact, this section of the letter represents the highest concentration of
trials that are found in this letter.

Look at verse 28.  Paul qualifies all of these
things by just saying these are the pressures of
scriptural ministry.  Often times people think
that ministry is a cake walk.  The first day in
Bible college, the director called an assembly
and began to ask who the people were that wanted to be in ministry and most of
thestudents raised there hands.  Then the director asked who wanted to be a
pastor and some of the students raised their hands.  Then the director proceeded
to have the entire teaching staff stand up and recite all the horrors and
heartaches of ministry.  Anhour later the director got up and asked who wants to
be in ministry?  I could count the number of hands easily.

Ministry is not a cake walk.  Ministry has horrors and it has heartaches.  Ministry is
about pouring your life out for others.  Ministry means making yourselfvulnerable
and washing feet.  Paul is under a lot of pressure, but his concern is not for himself.
Paul’s only concern is for the church because the church was being led into sin.

30 If I have to boast, I will boast of what pertains to my weakness. 31 The God
and Father of the Lord Jesus, He who is blessed forever, knows that I am not lying.
32 In Damascus the ethnarch under Aretas the king was guarding the city of the
Damascenes in order to seize me, 33 and I was let down in a basket through a
window in the wall, and so escaped his hands.

Now Paul tells them that what he will boast in is his weakness.  He tells them of his
experience in Damascus.  He was being hunted and had to be lowered down a
window in a basket.  Could there be amore humiliating experience?  Could there
be a more vulnerable position.Paul tells them, “Such un-heroic things are a
normal part of my ministry.”  This was Paul’s life and what it entailed.

12:1 Boasting is necessary, though it is not profitable; but I will go on to visions
and revelations of the Lord. 2 I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago--
whether in the body I do not know, or out of the body I do not know, God knows--
such a man was caught up to the third heaven. 3 And I know how such a man--
whether in the body or apart from the body I do not know, God knows-- 4 was
caught up into Paradise and heard inexpressible words, which a man is not
permitted to speak. 5 On behalf of such a man I will boast; but on my own behalf I
will not boast, except in regard to my weaknesses. 6 For if I do wish to boast I will
not be foolish, for I will be speaking the truth; but I refrain from this, so that no one
will credit me with more than he sees in me or hears from me.

I recently read an article that spoke of a vision thatFidel Castro had in 1987 of
"apartment cows." Castro had pushed farmers to breed small cows, not much
larger than dogs that families could keep in small homes and that would supply
their minimum daily quantities of milk.  In 2002 a farmer in Rockwell, Iowa, said he
had bred such miniature cows but that they were not good milk producers.  In

Ministry is about
pouring your life
out for others.
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September 2004: An Associated Pressdispatch from San Juan Martinez, Cuba,
touted rancher Raul Hernandez, who has now apparently successfully created a
small herd of 28-inch-high cows that
can deliver about five quarts of high-
quality milk.  It all started with a vision of
apartment cows.  Now in that country
as in most countries, the idea of having
a cow in your apartment is ludicrous.
Then again, lookat what has come
from it.

Paul begins to say, “I have had visions and revelations from the Lord.”  Paul had
a strong vision of Jesus Christ.  On the road to Damascus to persecute the
Christians, Saul the Phariseehad an encounter with Jesus the Christ and became
Paul the Apostle.  In the first four verses of chapter 12, Paul describes the
experience that took placeand the vision that he had.  This was one of the
strongest visions of heaven in Scripture.  Paul is pointing out that the only way to
carry onin ministry as he did is to have a strong vision of heaven.

Paul goes on to say in versesix that hedeserves no credit for anything.Paul had
accomplished quite a bit, yet he gives all the glory to God.  A strong vision of
heaven and a humble perspective of ourselves is essential to being a successful
ministry.  We can often pray, God give me a great ministry.  We should be praying,
God make my life a great ministry.  Ministry is about pouring our lives into people.
Ministry is about investment.  There are hard rivers to cross and many roads to
negotiate, but if we refuse to compromise, or tolerate what we shouldn’t we will
be successful.

7 Because of the surpassing greatness of the revelations, for this reason, to keep
me from exalting myself, there was given me a thorn in the flesh, a messenger of
Satan to torment me--to keep me from exalting myself! 8 Concerning this I
implored the Lord three times that it might leave me. 9 And He has said to me, "My
grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weakness." Most gladly,
therefore, I will rather boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may
dwell in me. 10 Therefore I am well content with weaknesses, with insults, with
distresses, with persecutions, with difficulties, for Christ's sake; for when I am weak,
then I am strong.

Here we arrive at the classic ‘thorn in the flesh.’  Scholars have for years
speculated what this could mean.Evidence has led many to conclude that Paul
had an oriental eye disease.  For instance, in the book of Acts when Paul was

The only way to carry
on in ministry as Paul
did is to have a strong
vision of heaven.

A strong vision of heaven is what got him through the
imprisonments and the beatings.  Looking forward to heaven with
a vision burning in his mind is what sustained Paul through the
hard times of his ministry.
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speaking to the council in chapter 23 he said, "Guys, I’ve lived my life with a
perfectly good conscience before God up to this very day."

The high priest Ananias commanded those standing beside him to strike
him on the mouth. 3Then Paul said to him, "God is going to strike you, you
whitewashed wall! Do you sit to try me according to the Law, and in
violation of the Law order me to be struck?" 4 But the bystanders said, "Do
you revile God's high priest?" 5 And Paul said, "I was not aware, brethren,
that he was high priest…”

Now Paul was looking right at the high priest, and it would have been quite
obvious to any one at the sight of his robe and regalia that he was the high priest.
However Paul didn’t know this.

In the epistle to the Galatians Paul
speaks of a bodily illness.  So many have
concluded that Paul most likely suffered
from a condition well known in that time
and place that would cause his eyes to
run, and possibly hinder his sight.  That
may very well be so, but Paul's point here
is that hehas been given something to
keephim humble.  Paul was facing
something that was always irritating and
paining his flesh.  Whatever this thorn in the flesh was it was keeping him humble.
Apparently whatever he was facing was overwhelming.  Then he says in verse 10
that anything that is overwhelming for him is welcome in his life because it allows
God’s power to take over.  Paul is telling themhonestly abouthis weak areas so
that they might know God is at work throughhim.

What is he doing?  Confessing.  Confession is crucial if our lives are going to be
successful ministries.  Confession not only keeps us humble, but it releases us from
the pains of secret sin.

11 I have become foolish; you yourselves compelled me. Actually I should have
been commended by you, for in no respect was I inferior to the most eminent
apostles, even though I am a nobody. 12 The signs of a true apostle were
performed among you with all perseverance, by signs and wonders and miracles.
13 For in what respect were you treated as inferior to the rest of the churches,
except that I myself did not become a burden to you? Forgive me this wrong!

Paul says, “I am a nobody!”  What a great attitude.Paul thought of himself as a
nobody.  Paul invested all that he had into the Corinthian church.  He wasn’t paid
for what he did.  He wasn’t compensated for the burden and pressure that he
took on, but what a success story.

Confession is crucial
if our lives are going
to be successful
ministries; keeping us
humble, and releasing
us from the pains of
secret sin.
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He says, “Signs were performed among you all.”  In other words they were eye
witnessesto his ministry.  There was no compromise in his ministry, but it was full of
humility and transparency.

Our lives are our ministries.  You cannot separate the man or the woman from his
or her ministry.  Our ministries are just outflows of our relationship with Jesus.  If we
are going to be successful we must…

1.Learn Humility – have a biblical perspectiveofyourself.  Realize that we
are weak and frail, and the only greatness we have is the Spirit of God
living in us. The greatest teacher of humility is humiliation.  It’s not easy but
it’s incredibly rewarding.

2.Embrace trials – When hard times come our way, we have the
opportunity to welcome them because they are cultivating in us
character and developing us into the people that God wants us to be for
eternity.

3.Develop Transparency – Confess your sins.  Find someone in the church
and come clean.  Let a brother or sister keep you accountable so that
your life can be a successful ministry.
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Sculpted for Success
We will know Him in increasing degree as our receptivity becomes more

perfect by faith and love and practice
-Tozer

A person is grown up not when they can take care of themselves, but
when they can take care of others.

-Anonymous

Some people will do anything to be an inch or two taller.  If you wanted to add
on some height you could do it medically.  Doctors will insert pins into different
areas of your legs, and then use those pins as braces to pull apart and create tiny
divisions in the bone.  Imagine sticking two toothpicks through a hot dog
perpendicularly, then ripping the dog apart by pulling the toothpicks, then you
have an idea of what has to be done to the bone to make a person taller.
Excruciating pain for an inch or two.  There is a much easier way by just taking
growth hormone releasers and while you sleep the GH releasers stimulate your
pituitary gland resulting in growth.  It seems a bit easier, butit’s not guaranteed to
work.  The things people will do to grow are amazing.  The source is vanity.  Now
there is a flip side to that coin.  Growing spiritually is a desire rooted in maturity.  If
you and I are maturing as Christians then it should be our goal to be growing.  One
of the desires that stem from maturity is a desire to grow.

In this last segment,Paul expresses his desire for the Corinthians to grow.

14 Here for this third time I am ready to come to you, and I will not be a burden to
you; for I do not seek what is yours, but you; for children are not responsible to
save up for their parents, but parents for their children. 15 I will most gladly spend
and be expended for your souls. If I love you more, am I to be loved less? 16 But
be that as it may, I did not burden you myself; nevertheless, crafty fellow that I am,
I took you in by deceit. 17 Certainly I have not taken advantage of you through
any of those whom I have sent to you, have I? 18 I urged Titus to go, and I sent the
brother with him. Titus did not take any advantage of you, did he? Did we not
conduct ourselves in the same spirit and walk in the same steps?

The Corinthians are like Paul’s children.
Paul was instrumental in their spiritual birth,
and like any parent wants them to grow up
into maturity.A man in Phoenix calls his son
in New York the day before Christmas and
says, "I hate to ruin your day, but I have to
tell you that your mother and I are

divorcing; forty-five years of misery is enough."  "Pop, what are you talking about?"
the son screams.  "We can't stand the sight of each other any longer," the father
says. "We're sickof each other, and I'm sick of talking about this, so you call your
sister in Chicago and tell her."  Frantic, the son calls his sister, who explodes on the

If you and I are
maturing as
Christians then it
should be our goal to
be growing.
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phone. "No way they're getting divorced!" she shouts, "I'll take care of this." She
calls Phoenix immediately and screams at her father, "You are not getting
divorced. Don't do a single thing until I get there. I'm calling my brother back, and
we'll both be there tomorrow. Until then, don't do a thing, DO YOU HEAR ME?" and
hangs up. The old man hangs up his phone and turns to his wife. "Okay," he says,
"they're coming for Christmas and paying their own way."  Paul loves these people.
Paul wants to see them and he wants to see themgrow.

Remember Paul has many critics, and people in Corinth had hesitations
concerning his qualifications.  So Paul heresays, ‘I am coming again to you.’  He
speaks of Parents giving to their children.  Children are not the responsible ones,
the parents are.  Part of Maturity is responsibility.  What is responsibility?
Responsibility is accepting personal accountability for our own actions.
Responsibility implies integrity and reliability.  It means not being ruled by laziness
and lust.  Paul is telling them, “I’m coming to see you because I am responsible for
you.”

Paulisn't coming to them to get money fromthem; he is coming to “Be spent for
your souls.”  He is going to Corinth to begin pouring into their lives.In verse 16 Paul
says, “Crafty fellow that I am, I took you in by deceit.”  Now that sounds strange
becauseit’s a statement, he is telling them he deceived them.  Is Paul confessing
to them?  Sort of, but confession isn't the point.  Paul is telling them he deceived
them.  He worked and toiled to invest in the church and led them to believe that
he would take a wage and he never did.  He didn’t do what he had led them to
believe that he would do.  Why would he do that?  He says, ‘There is no way I am
going to be a burden to the children that I love1’

Paul gave the church at Corinth everything that he had.  He invested into them
everything that he was.  Paul says, ‘I sent you men that would invest everything in
the church.’  Titus was a man that invested in the church.’

19 All this time you have been thinking that we are defending ourselves to you.
Actually, it is in the sight of God that we
have been speaking in Christ; and all for
your upbuilding, beloved. 20 For I am
afraid that perhaps when I come I may
find you to be not what I wish and may be
found by you to be not what you wish;
that perhaps there will be  strife, jealousy,
angry tempers, disputes, slanders, gossip,
arrogance, disturbances; 21 I am afraid
that when I come again my God may
humiliate me before you, and I may
mourn over many of those who have
sinned in the past and not repented of the impurity, immorality and sensuality
which they have practiced.

When Christians snap
at other Christians,
there can be an
excellent opportunity
to minister and
disciple that is
unavailable by any
other means.



65

Paul says, ‘We have been accused ofsomebadthings.’  The Corinthians had
attacked Paul slanderously, saying he wasn’t really an apostle, he didn’t teach
very well, and he might just be in it forthe money.  Now these were the issues and
the attitudes Paul is responding to in His letter to the Corinthians.  If you were Paul
how would you respond?  Having invested a good chunk of his life into these
people, this is how they repay him.  How would you react to people you had
financially invested in with the sole purpose being their benefit, when they turn
around and snap at you like a mad dog?  Well that is exactly what Paul is
responding to, and he does a brilliant job.

Paul tells them that he is not defending himself but rather he is using this
opportunity to instruct and edifythem.  He wants to build them up.  Herein lies the
lesson:  When Christianswildly erupt with angeratother Christians, there can be an
excellent opportunity to minister anddisciple that is unavailable by any other
means.  What?  Listen, when you are discipling someone and they throw a fit and
blow up in your face, if you can be a buffeter for their venting, when the smoke
clears there is room for discipleship.

The Big Island of Hawaii is basically one big Volcano.  A Molten lava shaft comes
up through the bedrock under the sea level and just about sea level it branches
off in stems.  These stems reach the surface as volcanoes,  To the leftyou’ve got
Hualalai, To the right Mauna Loa, and Kilauea, and right up the center you have
Mauna Kea The highest mountain in the world from below sea-level.  Hawaii is
simply a big mountain in the middle of the Pacific Ocean.

What’s the point?  When Tidal waves or Tsunami’s travel out from an earthquake
in Japan, California, or Alaska, they generally buffet off the Hawaiian Island Chain.
When the wave begins to encounter the sharp incline underneath the surface of
the water it causes it to bank to the right or left and Hawaii may getthe shoulder
of the wave in the form of big surf, but that’s all.  Hawaii buffets off the waves

because of its abrupt and massive size.

Paul is doing that very thing with the
Corinthians.  He is buffeting off their onslaught
of insult.  The only reasonhe is able to do that
is his massive character, and love for the
church.Hetells them he wantsthem to be
getting better, and that comes through
instruction and edifying not settling the score.
He says, ‘I want to be sure that you guys are
getting better and changing; in other words
repenting.He says, ‘I want to make sure you

guys are walking in repentance.’  Paul isn't interested in setting them straight so
much as he just wants them to grow, and growth won’t come by any other way
for them but thatPaul becomes a buffeter for them.

13:1 This is the third time I am coming to you. EVERY FACT IS TO BE CONFIRMED BY
THE TESTIMONY OF TWO OR THREE WITNESSES. 2 I have previously said when present

Paul’s character
enabled him to be a
buffeter for the
onslaught of attacks
from the church and
still successfully
minister to them.
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the second time, and though now absent I say in advance to those who have
sinned in the past and to all the rest as well, that if I come again I will not spare
anyone,  3 since you are seeking for proof of the Christ who speaks in me, and who
is not weak toward you, but mighty in you. 4 For indeed He was crucified because
of weakness, yet He lives because of the power of God. For we also are weak in
Him, yet we will live with Him because of the power of God directed toward you.

Paul has alreadygone to Corinth two times.  There has been a large
commitment on Paul’s part to the Corinthian believers.  Think about this!  Paul had
come to them repeatedly and was not getting the greatest results.  They had
snapped at him and gossiped about him, yet he still had a heart to serve them.
One might think Paul was a bit strange to be so committed to them.  Was there a
catch?  Did they hold something over him?  What we see is Paul ready to make
the long trip to Corinth in order to benefit this church.  He was willing to go to great
lengths even when there wasn’t the promise of success.  Paul was willing tospend
a tremendous amount of effort to invest in a group of people who had done
nothing but prove that his investment would probably not have the desired affect.
Why didn’t he just give up on them?

Paul didn’t measure success the same way most people measure success.The
Psalms teach us…

How blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked,
Nor stand in the path of sinners,

Nor sit in the seat of scoffers!
But his delight is in the law of the LORD,

And in His law he meditates day and night.
He will be like a tree firmly planted by streams of water,

Which yields its fruit in its season
And its leaf does not wither;

And in whatever he does, he prospers.
Psalm 1

Then if we turn a few pages to the left, in thebook of Joshua we read…

8 " This book of the law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate
on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written
in it; for then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have success.

Joshua 1:8

What the scriptures teach us is that success is not measured by choosing the right
thing over the wrong thing, it’s about living biblically.  Making biblical choices
doesn’t always mean choosing the easiest thing or the most lucrative thing.
Success is measured by living biblically.  For Paul it meant spending his life for the
eternal benefit of others, no matter what the cost.  I would argue that is the only
measure of success!
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Hetells them,‘I need to straighten people out so you experience God working
powerfully in you.’  His only concern is that they experience the mighty power of
God in their situation.  In this instance it would include repentance.

On June 4, 1783 at the market square of a French village of Annonay, not far
from Paris, a smoky bonfire on a raised platform was fed by wet straw and old wool
rages. Tethered above, straining its lines, was a huge taffeta bag 33 feet in
diameter. In the presence of "a respectable assembly and a great many other
people," and accompanied by great cheering, the balloon was cut from its
moorings and set free to rise majestically into the noon sky.Six thousand feet into
the air it went-- the first public ascent of a balloon, the first step in the history of
human flight.It came to earth several miles away in a field, where it was promptly
attacked by pitchfork-waving peasants and torn to pieces as an instrument of
evil!Much has changed since that time in a good way, but I think there are some
things nowadays thatneed to have the pitchfork taken to them.  Paul was writing
to these folks recognizing much had changed since his last letter, but there were
still some evil things that need to be ‘taken care of.’

Until 1800 the top speed was twenty miles an hour as people traveled on
horseback. With the arrival of the railroad train, almost overnight we jumped to 100
miles per hour. By 1952 the first passenger jet could travel 500 miles an hour. By
1979 the Concorde cruised at more than 1,200 miles an hour. But even back in
1961 the astronauts were orbiting the earth at 16,000 miles per hour.

Change is a characteristic of success.  Success is about getting better and
better.  As we look at our world we recognize that we have come a long way for
the better.  We realize there has been a lot of change.  We would say it has been
successful.  Paul is telling the Corinthians that
success will mean change.
Success for the Corinthians will mean
repentance.

Paul says, ‘For indeed He was crucified
because of weakness,yet Helives because
of the power of God. For we also are weak in
Him, yet we will live with Him because of the power of God directed toward you.’
The power of God was demonstrated in Christ’s death and resurrection.  The
power of God would be demonstrated by their death and resurrection.  What do
you mean?  TheBible teaches that we are identified with Christ in his death burial
and resurrection in baptism.  In addition we learn that we are to live lives that
exemplify that truth daily.  What Paul is saying is this, ‘Die to the old ways, leave
them behind, and live the new life.’It’s very simple, but it is the key to Christian
growth and success.

5 Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith; examine yourselves! Or do you not
recognize this about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you--unless indeed you fail
the test? 6 But I trust that you will realize that we ourselves do not fail the test. 7 Now
we pray to God that you do no wrong; not that we ourselves may appear

The key to growth
and success as a
Christian is
repentance and
change.
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approved, but that you may do what is right, even though we may appear
unapproved. 8 For we can do nothing against the truth, but only for the truth. 9 For
we rejoice when we ourselves are weak but you are strong; this we also pray for,
that you be made complete. 10 For this reason I am writing these things while
absent, so that when present I need not use severity, in accordance with the
authority which the Lord gave me for building up and not for tearing down.

Paul tells them this is the test of your Christianity.If you fail the test you recognize
you're not aChristian.If you pass the test you recognize you are a believer.  What
is he saying to them?  If you are not willing to change, to repent, to grow, and to
be successful then you need to question your Christianity.  He tells them, ‘We want
you to walk rightly.’He says I caremore about youthananything.

I received a phone call one Saturday as I was
preparing for my Sermon, and it sort of
illustrates what Paul is saying.  The person on
the other end of the line began explaining to
me the importance for me to recognize the
validity of the word-faith movement and all its
proponents, and the necessity for me to pray
for this person’s acquaintancethat just had his

head crushed in.  I asked this person where they went to church.  They told me
they didn’t go tochurch; they said they simply didn’t like church.They began
railing and slandering on all the different churches in the area.  They told me that
many of the pastors they had met thought they were crazy.  “Well,” I said, “Its real
simple- You're probably not crazy, but you're also probably not a Christian.”  They
haven’t called back.

See the kind of attitude that says, ‘I wont change or repent,”reveals that this
person is probably not having a lot of success with this whole idea of repentance.
Since repentance is crucial to salvation, we must succeed at it.  A maturing
Christian is one that is seeking to grow and change biblically.  Repentance is a
major part of that.

11 Finally, brethren, rejoice, be made complete, be comforted, be like-minded,
live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you. 12 Greet one
another with a holy kiss. 13 All the saints greet you. 14 The grace of the Lord Jesus
Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.

He tells them to rejoice, to mature,not to worry, to live in unity, and to be
intimate with each other.  These are good things to implement in our lives as
Christians as well.

Seek first the kingdom – Paul had a strong vision of Heaven.  His mind was set on
the kingdom.  Everything that he did in his ministry was filtered through a man that
vision.  He was thus able to minister to people affectively even when they were

If you are not willing
to change, to
repent, to grow,
then you need to
question your
Christianity.
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antagonistic and unfriendly to him.  Nothing really mattered in light of where he
was headed.

Unite with believers – Living in peace within the church is not only possibleit’s
inevitable if we are living in harmony with God’s word.  Many people have
problems with other believers or with the churchon this matter or that matter.
Whenever that happens it is usually indicative of a problem in that person’s
relationship with God.  If we commit ourselves to fellowship, resolve to work out the
kinks in the relationship together, we can and we will grow in the Lord.

Confess to one another – There is nothing more needed in the Church today
than transparency.  We need to be a people of honesty and godliness.  We
cannot live godly lives before the Lord if they are notintimatelyhonest lives before
other Christians.  We need to confess our faults to other believers so that they can
pray for us, keep us accountable, and help uslive asover comers.

Carry others burdens – When we are transparent by confessing our faults to one
another, we need to then loveone anotherby coveringand protecting each
other from exposure.  The idea of confession isn't to let the whole church know
what someone’s struggle is but to have a structure of accountability develop
through trust and love.

Endure trials of life –Being successful means choosing biblically and that may
incur suffering and pain.  Endurance is a valuable trait among Christians.  The
church desperately needs people that can endure trials rather than people that
moan and complain whenever trouble comes their way.

Submit to change – Most people don’t like change, but biblical change is
mandatory in the Christian life.  As we find the will of God in the Word of God, we
need to make the necessary changes in our thinking, attitudes and livesin
compliance with it.

Search the Scriptures – We cannot develop our relationship with God,norbuild
our lives before God if we do not read his word.  It is of crucial importance that we
become very familiar with the Bible.

If we can implement these things in our lives we will be able to successfully
navigate this Christian life.  By putting these things into our lives we will be made
complete as Paul tells us to be.  We shall be comforted through trials, be like-
minded as we seek to know and live by the same standard– the Word of God,
andlive in peace and unity together.  Paul says, ‘…and the God of love and
peace will be with you.’  If we are going to be successful in this Christian life we
desperately need God to be with us.
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Conclusion

God is raising a family and part of what that entails falls within the parameters of
the four walls we call the church.  Who God wants us to be , and what we will be
doing for all of eternity is to a great degree determined by what takes place in our
lives, and what is cultivated into our souls down here.The cultivation and
development of the qualities and characteristics that God wants us to possess
eternally are fashioned to a large extent by the brothers and sisters that sit next to
us in the pew on Sundays.

In Solomon’s day the temple of Jerusalem saw its zenith; it was at its greatest
stature.  Solomon went to great lengths to make sure that the temple would be as
glorious as it possibly could be.   Some of the stones that were used for the base
and walls were as big as apartments.  This massive structure was hand made to be
one of the greatest wonders of the world.  In the bible we read that Solomon
demanded that all of the work on the stones was to be done in the quarry.  All the
chipping and hammering was to be finished in the quarry.  Then when the stones
were shaped into their proper dimensions they would be taken up top to the site
and fit into place.  There wasn’t to be any work done ‘on site.’  Historians say that
the temple was built so perfectly that there wasn’t even space between the
stones fora piece of parchment paper to slide.  That’s a picture of our life down
here.  This is the quarry and God is shaping us into the right people for eternity.  He
wants us to fit perfectly.  So God places you and me next to people that chip at us
and put pressure on us.  God places you here in the quarry to be tailor made into
the man or woman He wants to spend eternity with.  We get to partner with him in
that work by availing ourselves to His hands.  We get to say, ‘Lord shape me into
whatever you seefit.’

Paul’s second epistle to the Corinthians is about the kind of people we are to be
in church.  If we can learn the lessons of this epistle we will truly be a force to be
reckoned with.
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What do the people of God desperately need to know?  That
every thing they experience and every trial they go through is
shaping them to be the men and women that God wants to
spend eternity with. Most people separate life from Church,
but God doesn�t.  Church life specifically is the quarry where
we are shaped for eternity.  As Christians, our part to play is
to position ourselves in the place where we can be growing in
the Lord and maintaining the proper perspective on our lives
�  in fellowship, in prayer, and in the Word.


