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Advisoryv

The l nducti ve Met hod blfe sitsudwindge!| yt hendar sed
denominations across the boafrdthe Asmcrlinmduwcteisv ei r
making countless observations from which the fa&g
uncovered we can tthefnr am aéBwhedrnys ibgplok i s di vi ded i
parts; an introducti on, a body of thotughand pl i
finally a conclusion. Now the authors of t he

wrote out t heir manuscripts in basically the s
di vi sions weren’t added wuntil many years after
purposée I nductive study is to find these divisi
what the author is communicating in the proper

seen and the segments are found then we can mor
There are mdny pdirftfiioms of Scripture, but when

t heir context they become very simple and <cl e:
t hought often do not <correspond toThkeBcbapt érns

very clear dmd watrdaltihéem pirso t hat people inte
i mportant to remember that studying tMBbeBib
says, not what we interpret.

rpre
| e i
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Introduction

“The church comes out of Christ’s side in the sleep of His death.”
-WILLIAM JENKYN

“He who builds to every man's advice will have a crooked house.”
-Danish proverb

A man hcaodme home from an’'sexworr&k kwsymedkay his exc

who wantedhang out and do something together. T
house to find this picture of the worl d. The pi
ground. He broamhéandtt hey htiasl ksed about our wo
about many of the problems our world faces and
l'ived i n. He said "How about we cut this pictur

our world back together" dhkee sfounn t d ipdodthhho dnmgsletl f wc
as kind of a heal efrheormaan gcruetatupKitnhgee pi ctur e an«

pi ecoens the floor and said to his son, "Now put
it would take him a | ong ti me anrd ahxe s at nb ancukt eos
his son showsexwwpbaarndretslawts i s". The mani daysckeed hi m
put the world to®@'etThheer ssoon qgrueipclkileyd "It was easy,
picture is a big man and when tyrceu apouctlo melse man
together . " Let us |l earn a |l esson fromouhe | i tt
wor |l d beglns t oWherkeyswhalpei | d chardpersonail pw,
devel op yo put the man together and then the wc

e AposthnehiPausedon( Il IS important to

Th

t he Corinthians beginknow the book of 2
the pieces that ma k e
t hle

i s

i n

-

ouse of the Lord. Corinthians in order
made whole the worlto be the man or s

| . | L it
Ceopl o, e yho yar{ WOman of God that we

| the LORD am hol {all need and want to you
t from the peopTlh

(@]

=
o
Q0 o - =S n

apar
d that is usegddbs belnthehouseofthe
an it implies whol eness— GOUO NMEeETE TS not
suggestoiransgk i ng, but he is decl ariinigdebovi &é1i ss peopl
no a command to begi,nradathavi lg betdecl aring th
to heal our -brokmakessfShevhoéason we are broken
because we are paand osfi aat &lor otkleen Apostl e Paul ect
imhis second |l etter to the church at Corinth.
the qualities that the people of God need to st
the people of God begin to piece together their
i ot t he proper perspective. Therefore it i s ab:
4




and definite understanding of the book of 2 Cor

woman of God that we all need and want to be in
The Church owa<£omai ncthhurch within a <carnal ci t
pagans. They were dealing with al/l of the i ssue
deals with and in Paul’'s first |l etter he dealt
tells them how tatbposai pieopel g itmpact thEenpagans

Pausl 'firstwketwenr hem about how to conduct t hemse

of God.

As we study the Biblical account , we find that
Corinthians from EphAsDs aWowumda bit more travel
t o Macedoni a, Philippi, and Thessal onica when l
Corinth. Titus expressed how much goodnPabk’ s f

church of. Colrhienrteh we reea dsetrasl It me f@owvr ilnt hi an churc
some hesitations and doTluhbetr ecfoonrcee raiunlg wWraiutles a s

to them, using the hesitations of hi msel f, and
di scipl e. It i's i mpor traemftr aanot adfwao/wsr hmivred si nt ht
di s c-mp k e r ®When people have issues with us that can often be a fantastic
opportunity to invest in those people in a critical way. For Paul this was
opportunity to |l ay out some vefgr babéeccbpicht d
mak eRPaul uses this letter to explain what deep f
must be built on.
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Created for Comfort

“It is, and should be the care of a Christian, not to suffer for sin, nor sin in

suffering.”

-VAVASOR POWELL
“No one spoke a word to him, for they saw that his grief was very great.”

-Job 2:13
One ni ght whil e conducting an evangel iystic me
Citadel in Chicago, Booth Tucker pr eAdcheerd hans tt
message a man approached him and said, "1 f your
has, and your babies were crying for their moth
you wouldni bhgbehastayyouTragisaglihy, a few days | a
wi fe was kill ed iHera btordyi nwawr eocko.ught t o Chi cago
the same Citadel for the funeral. After the ser
down into the hsiisl ewitf ef ascned otfhen turned to those
day a man told me | woul dn't speak of the sympe
di edl f t hat ma n i s her e, I want t Myt enlelar hi mst ¥t
broken, but it hae bhysdbgwanot that man to know
Christ speaks comfort to me today."
The Bible speaks comfort to us ind Coei hi hsanse
When the Bible speaks on a subject |l i ke comfort
Lod is not confused in any way, so when we fin
concerning an issue it i s al waylshever yarginmpl eana
ambi guous answers provided in the scriptures.
| etther Lorsd Riaswlwri 6tehet cahur ch actonCoerrinnitnhg an i ssu
which no shallow answer wil/l suffice.
I't’s al most as if Paul picks up the pen at the
first | etter to this church. nign wihiag ft ihres tc hlue tcth
and how we as believers are to know our <calling
way as not to promote oursselexeer tle twreotCorimtthl
sacrifice, rel ationships and | i bietru aleist. y, PRaanudl
deni al , and he told them that they had the op

dictated by t hteCanmiinntshsiramrs edatr emely t®&agh teacl
had given the Corinthians a few year st aidgihgest
into the deep end, and tselekrss i arpd et eQoomfgdir,t .butl tl

going to take his readers to new | evels of wunde
they’  ve gone as fahe aisstheiyng aino giooake THe mf idreep
thing he deals with in this |l etter is probably
Look ..
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1:1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, To
the church of God which is at Corinth with all the saints who are throughout
Achaia:

2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Chirist.

Paul tsaytshe Corinthian Church who he is, who he
t o. Now obviously he’'s writing to the Corinthi
areet audience reading it. Paul says it anywa)
il lustrate to them that they are part of a | ar ge
know that they aren’t the only ones out there.

all al®©me .Bible teaches us that God wil/l never |
never alone. On the other hand, we also need

deal of believers out there that go through the
of the bodty atf ICarrges, which means we are connec
and sisters that are being crucified for their
Paul tells them in the first paragraph that t he

them a good pertsagectoiffe wtia hs

‘*Grace and peace,’ Paul says. There is a rule
we cannot enjoy the peace of God wuntil we enjoy
wants them to get a proper perspectivdétose t he s
that have become recipients of Kedr esmigmas et eam (¢
grace that they have received from God and the g

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies
and God of all comfort, 4 who comforts us in all our affliction so that we will be able
to comfort those who are in any dffliction with the comfort with which we ourselves
are comforted by God. 5 For just as the sufferings of Christ are ours in abundance,
so also our comfort is abundant through Christ. 6 But if we are afflicted, it is for your
comfort and salvation; or if we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which is
effective in the patient enduring of the same sufferings which we also suffer; 7 and
our hope for you is firmly grounded,

knowing that as you are sharers of our | Go( allows us to

sufferings, so also you are sharers of our
comforig, Y suffer so that we can

comfort others and

Look closely at this u

see Paul emphasi zing getthemsaved'

and over agai n, Pau SpeakKks apourt

comfort . Our Goll Ba$l t cemiGodt .0 The Lord c¢omf
afflictions. Paul wants to make a point, and w
about comfort.

Il M994, neawspaper in the western Netherlands <ci:
reported that 10 people had recently fallen vic
caller would persuade we deing udentusres tion | &@abag

door at night to be picokmédrapd adfusnhned for him
t

mor ni Ngne has been r etlursntedl iskoe ftabree peopl e of F
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everyone appreciates comfort.tal Aptiatbeferi stno
afflictions.
Paul says sGahe ‘' Father of mercies.’ Now t hat

the context i f you di dnMercylismotwgetting the judgmenty i s.
we deserve for our sin

Paul t eTHe FRuiast, hee'rGoids otfh al landomfher tFat hér of me
The implication is that we need mercy because
need comfort because if we haven! tafdllficeddVenswe wi
don’t get half of @thraits twieandsesdkdo e eit even cl ose
hard as unbelHoewdkeesnt endency is to think when we
l'ife i s supposed t.o bd Psolpdd .cfuffedfead hsl jliet pa
' i vi ng-sitm ia keiniento rtihde.reet hiisngs otnhat Paul wants the
to know.

All confort conmes from CGod

CGod conforts us in our affliction

We can confort others in any affliction

When people suffer t hiaglconefetdcomes froonoGotl chert .

suffering draws people to God. Peopl e suffer i wahtfeommernyt hey
don’t necessaril.ycowamtl toawswersuuf fer so that we ¢
others and get. Ifhepmopdwedet saved by the comfor
through suifsfne'rti nigtl fwaobryt houirt 27deat h peopl e will CC
Lordvoul d we gl adIPe o@il we giet tum®y’ savbdt.. worth suf
for? I sn’t that worth dying for?

OQur suffering and our. colmadofrt saye, pleht wkulsuf f
guy He says we suffer for yowWe sambowe awnmdfeal Va
c omf oarntd t lcatmftovi | | hel p you to e
If people get sufferime Ysayare’ going to go th

kind of stuffTwe damplication Pau
saved by the i s theyy have gone through a | ot

comfort that we| and a | ot of people .hRael gotte
receive through wants them to go htehrdoiudg hb ewchaauts e

. ) _ |l eads people to Christ
suffering isn’t it

Patricia Frankhouser filed a | a
Pennsyl vadlovambien200f4 against the Norfolk Souther
of being hit by a train in January as she wal k
who suffered various cuts and a broken finger,

Southern should have posted signs alongside th
wal k on them, that trains might be coming.

oo
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Paul i s sayichgrthb ifnbeGotratntthhey wi | | experience
but the answer i sn’t to find someone tkeed ame
reading ..

8 For we do not want you to be unaware, brethren, of our affliction which came
to us in Asia, that we were burdened excessively, beyond our strength, so that we
despaired even of life; 9 indeed, we had the sentence of death within ourselves so
that we would not trust in ourselves, but in God who raises the dead; 10 who
delivered us from so great a peril of death, and will deliver us, He on whom we
have set our hope. And He will yet deliver us, 11 you also joining in helping us
through your prayers, so that thanks may be given by many persons on our behalf
for the favor bestowed on us through the prayers of many.

Now Paul has gauysitn dgastniCasthiest i ans we wi | | suffer.
| ot better than wunbelievers. We <can receive ¢
afflictions to draw wus into a closer relations
bl ame someone and be crompefnfsarniemdg asOuChri stians
t ool God wuses to draw people into asmgegbéati onsh
aware of our af fewiwedrie nafifnl iAcstiead t a 't hedep awiamtt so |
them to be aware or fami |l iauwughwi t h Afwtheart day iwegn
afflictions in the |ife of a béaki dvwerl i dadawomun|
people gott  sravweglh what Paul had gone theough in
wants t hem ftaani | i are»xwp drhi,emoae ttohe kiatd ld diud f er

Amazi ng!

Suffering wWwreepelinati onshiimpdiwiitdhualoldy & Ppalseagkl|
at t hat pdihrotuglWwe wikei ewesltedbpped trusting in anyth
who raises fr.oMmptthhiengdeiasd more power f wl Cihmidt awi

than sufThe i mgpe that we have in suffering is w
mo st of all that what we are |l iving folriviisngwort
forNothing communi cates . e

' ight house st an ddianrgk $:1fedsr dn OUI’I S_Ufferm_g as

the storm Christians is a

Paul sayseli Geded us i n pOWGI’fU|tOO|GOd

will in tthe Fmtother worlUSeS to draw that

Paul has gone through, hi ; with Go
i s stronger t han ever. peop_le |_nto _as God
completely. 't was hitsh as relatlonshlp With [caused
trust to birth in him. himealf

ThenlTtheCorint wiiamersed in helping them whenbw hey v
prawnwgf or .t henoifhfeetshag Paul was ceaxupseerdi etnhceirm gt o pr a
Suffering drew the Corinthians into a deeper rel

12 For our proud confidence is this: the testimony of our conscience, that in
holiness and godly sincerity, not in fleshly wisdom but in the grace of God, we
have conducted ourselves in the world, and especially toward you. 13 For we write

9




nothing else to you than what you read and understand, and | hope you will
understand until the end; 14 just as you also partially did understand us, that we
are your reason to be proud as you also are ours, in the day of our Lord Jesus.

Remember Patricitabwha dotai mi? Wh a 't i st hierritati
|l i stener is thfagault Butnmobedy.' s Now she can throv
but hopefully as a mature woman she wil!l be al
responsibility for hér i acthieansshoeBut awdur snalgi n
come to your senses and realize it’s your fault.
You would have no one to blame for the aching

yoursel f. r iNowasgd fwa&laki ng olnk taned stihdee wtar ai n j ump
tracks, foll owed her and ran her over, t hen she
As it is she just sounds silly.

Now Paulishecenfi dent o fPahiil s i o ncdouncfti dent i n hi
toward them because hte whiatsh Hteheenma Wowee scan be prou
of each other.’ I n the context of suffering, P
integrity anmnhtlegnéstyy & sincere |iving giveés us
we Christians are didshhomsesstpsarndaar avdileen our nei ¢
over and slugs wus in the face for mouthing off;
compl ai n. Paul is telling them to make sure t
endure isn’'t something they’ve brought on t hemse
Our <conduct in suffering shows people.whdTfwe a
we suffer because of sin, then it’s a differen
ri ghteous |lives than it’'s an opportunit y. I wor
wants us to endur e, that are specifically tailo
be able to endure them and our example will bri
we are so busy enduring trials and sufferings t
s nful behavior, t hat there isn’t any room for
endur e

Personal suffering in the lives of believers is one of the nobst
powerful tools God has in his arsenal for getting people saved.

Because everyone suffers, the conduct denonstrated by
Christians during tinmes of suffering is a |[|anguage that
everyone can easily understand.

10
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Caste by Conduct

“Example is the most powerful rhetoric.”
-THOMAS BROOKS

“Integrity gives you confidence, and gives others confidence in you.”
-George Clerie

Al |l t he great i njustices of history have bee
unchecked and unbridled "majority rule.™ The
Mi ssour i, in one of the most forcef ul speeches
observed with (drTenheet marjwtrih ty crucified Jesus Chr
the Christians at the stake; the majority westa
when Columbus said the world was round; t he maj
for having discovenédce anapewi wyr tdt of f t h ear

because he dared advocate the | iberty of the p
foll ow the |lifestyle oBilbhiecdlMiywowetgreoepnaot ooall
by the majority olre tndy mutiwlee t mideondtligt oursel ve:
within and throughout the church is incredibly i

Paul moves into this second segment of thought
has been said that dead fish float wi tfhl otwhe st
Paul here tal ks to tulpe sGareiamt hsiwa nmsmianlgoutHe t el | s
condudthemsel ves in such a way that all ows them |

15 In this confidence | intended at first to come to you, so that you might twice
receive a blessing; 16 that is, to pass your way into Macedonia, and again from
Macedonia to come to you, and by you to be helped on my journey to Judea. 17
Therefore, | was not vacillating when | intended to do this, was 1? Or what | purpose,
do | purpose according to the flesh, so that with me there will be yes, yes and no,
no at the same time? 18 But as God is faithful, our word to you is not yes and no. 19
For the Son of God, Christ Jesus, who was preached among you by us--by me and
Silvanus and Timothy--was not yes and no, but is yes in Him. 20 For as many as are
the promises of God, in Him they are yes; therefore also through Him is our Amen to
the glory of God through us. 21 Now He who establishes us with you in Christ and
anointed us is God, 22 who also sealed us and gave us the Spirit in our hearts as a
pledge.

I n the | ast segment, Paul spoke of the way Chri
Now he says that has br daghtwahsi nt ocnofnifdiednetn coef. hi s
Pauwlaysi meended to ko thet@oagisrte hnsentions and
pl amnlsdate hamdadeThe Iliimpati on i s he didn’t get to go

he was going to come to Corinth, and thus every

show up. Apparently Pauhatf aridfelde cttoe ds hboawd,| y a nodn

decisiveness. Paul tells taetmualhlay ihetended to go to Cc

Now intending to go to Corinth whether once or
11
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going issiay'3 d&dPsasydr edas combeq@utskwihee second ti me
was comi nmpnéegr The bottom Il ine is Paul di dn’
tendency is to jump down Paul’'s throat because
realityys npédrofdectcam'dieweever ywhere we would [|i ke
go evywhere we would |Iike to go. Paul here says

Paul would | ater go “dmlse sapeakl|l ef”thhat had s
to under mi ne rPaatdadnwi Thhey he {JbrPauhsalliha wauld
come in a certain way and at a certain time, and he has not done so. (2) Paul
cannot be counted on to keep his word. (3) If Paul’'s written word cannot be
counted on, then all of his epistles are subject to question. (4) Paul’s letters should
not be viewed as having apostolic authority. (5) Therefore, Paul’s letters can be
rejected. This is what the chur chesThwse rcea ubseeidn gt hien
Corinttha amesgiompl ai ning about Paul’'s character, s
he was i ndPeacuilsjSvaeywsa smeitng i ndeciwaisve eilnle deci si \
say'sM plan was most yae rgtuayisnluyp, tf®oh ibtalsiheve me |
was on my way.'’

Ul ti mat ewhyo!|Rahuelawartdéggot ot o Gbut hehLord had wor
for him where bl svagsahe w®sn’t being indecisiv
God had called him to de

_ _ Decisiveness IS
Somet hing is broughlted . .
purposing means .ind'éh:ésonly decisiveness
decisiveness i s only |when followed by en
foll owed by faithful ne faithful be
caref ul in how we make aithtulness. n d
what we commi t t o, becalscew—e——= —te | d
to i1t. Faithfulness is the |nt©lgtra\lrvorpar|tsoifa|diel
and rel]iaimttete was a reason | Hdidays,cobmeam not
promi sed ler dei ng gui ded by the Spirit
How can we be |living decWei caamaddotini dbtubki bneg.

the promises of God and themhbae’' $§ awhafuPatb i &e:
par agr a@Gehto know God’s word in order to be decisive and faithful to it.

I ntegrity is |ike a bank account, every day we
deposits or withdrawal s. When we say we are go
we show up early, we deposit ni rwtee gsrhiotwy U pntloatoeur
church, we withdraw integrity from our | ives.

for the little stuff. The problem is that i
protectdmme we are out of integrity, we are out.

23 But | call God as witness to my soul, that to spare you | did not come again to
Corinth. 24 Not that we lord it over your faith, but are workers with you for your joy;
for in your faith you are standing firm.

Paul ,Yaeyd evist metter t hhat .I' Hlei dtn€ Itt bBcaotnteb en a n d
the rest omManhi st ot ebeerh be mmogyi ivdhewnw arri ve,; behey wan

12
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a source of joy f cPrauwtiehyeBy,€E0'y i m i mietaach s Cooi nitenf ohr

the purpose of correcti mdp maammd ryeobuutkh inmgk of me
someone to be’ af Hai avaot s to be a source of encc
SoPauvelncour ages pgdiemgdowt to thematdast ameiyng fir
t hei f.aThdér i mplication is tiksey eteaepompddeyli woehiys
conducted themselwesh fantbhhfut éyponding to the
they received.

That says a | ot. It has been well observed tt
responds to rebuke, says more aboutset heni rt hcehar
Il i ves. When Peter was rebuked by Jesus as havi
when he demanded that Jesus not suffer and di e
away from + hHe Lsotrudc k Goardo wmdh. do i ncredible thing
persdn hwthat kind of character.

Fact: For 48 year s, cans were openéd wobk &ahhan

l ong for someone to come up with a can opener.
opener, people must’ ve | ooked b&ak leaonudr abgeeesn e mb
t heCorinthians by telljimnno fhom . Thew reaglly

got it togatyerdon't NI Get to know God’s

back and be embarrasse ]
rebuked, we have nothi word in order to be

of , but every reason |decisive and faithful
encouraged because the - us

thaGod disciplines His own Kkids.

2:1But | determined this for my own sake, that | would not come to you in sorrow
again. 2 For if | cause you sorrow, who then makes me glad but the one whom |
made sorrowful? 3 This is the very thing | wrote you, so that when | came, | would
not have sorrow from those who ought to make me rejoice; having confidence in
you all that my joy would be the joy of you all. 4 For out of much dffliction and
anguish of heart | wrote to you with many tears; not so that you would be made
sorrowful, but that you might know the love which | have especially for you.

Massena, one of Napol eon' s general s, suddenl
thousand men before an Austrian town which had i
council had neanloy sdieciechaa r Dévaem dfhet lod dchurc
reminded them that it was Easter and begged the
t o | eave the tsobhbhdsinTlsios t hey di d; and the
church bells ringing joyfulay aomgl bdddcomattan
t he pl ace and qui ckly broke <camp. Before the
Frenchmen had vanished. The incident has ofter
Il i ves. They have rung the joy bell sd ipmovtelrd yf ac e
and fear, and | onel i ness, and al |l ot her trial s.
Speedil vy, the foe has slunk away. Speedi ly, the
in possession of the field. For no enemMy is qu
with good cheer

13
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Paul tells the Cforli nwbubdsSvédeceme' ' 'then there \
sorromMe shysmant to be a source of joy for you
away I' wliher.e would have been sorrow because of

Wh a't woul d’”ve brought Rjepyentancepést ancnei.l i tary
means turning 180 degrees around, a nRde pveanlt ki inmgg i
frosmn is what, bbreicregissie] by destroy our | ivwhatnd K
bringul Plaoy is seeing them alManwalodfi ntighea nplriegphetn
people in the church today are due to sin. The
us into a compromising situati on, which we becc
en the smokeweclerag sl ef't totally ddfndeetgead tgnd
i ngst haty mealnki ng in repflaybMesaryssason t hat I L
u to walk rightyheswahas tol eee ybem walk in .
ey can. So twantbsrusatbheexperience al/l t he |
is relationship with Him, bwiddnduwdteigmg tour s el

A man in the Army of Al exander the Great, who v
accused of cowardly act iboenfso.r eHeAlwaxsa nbdreadu, g mth o as
his name was. He replied softly, "Alexander . "™ "|
man again said, a |little | ouder, "Al exander . " T
ti me, after which Al exander erhec hGrnegaet ycoounrmema reed
change your Icfondecaré& going to Gbarst heweameedf
conductsebues i n a wayH mhbhht egdn@rtingsi ewsal ki ng i n
repentance.

As you wal k wi t h t he Lord y OUO ue vceannte @& lep ly di s
everyone buthayeui anamgRPdauly wasn’'t able to please

ti me, but he di d know t hat i f t hey woul d wal
experience the pl easing joy of t he Lord
and not |l ook for it i The

1
only way thaarte wgeoi ng Paul wasn’t able to
pl eased i n our Chrisplease everyone all
wal king in repentance : 1 pom
line. the time, but. he did
know that if they

5 But if any has caused sorrow: he has would walk in
caused sorrow not o me, but in some
degree-- in order not to say too much--to | Fepentance th ey

all of you. é Sufficient for such a one is this i
punishment which was inflicted by the would experience the

majority, 7 so that on the contrary you | Pl€asing joy of the

should rather forgive and comfort him, | | ord and not look for
otherwise such a one might be

overwhelmed by excessive sorrow. 8
Wherefore | urge you to reaffirm your love for him. 9 For to this end also | wrote, so
that | might put you to the test, whether you are obedient in all things. 10 But one
whom you forgive anything, | forgive also; for indeed what | have forgiven, if | have

ik im At A o mAAWTA
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forgiven anything, | did it for your sakes in the presence of Christ, 11 so that no
advantage would be taken of us by Satan, for we are not ignorant of his schemes.

When obneel i ever not wal ki ngs ame hroewp etnteanwlkeol e chu
sufsfreerpercussi ons. THesetoti ow whemcbne idoesn’t
repentanc®hen someone within the church | eaves |
it has effects on the entire church.

1. Unbelievers see a terrible example of Christianity
2. The believers inside the church suffer at many different levels

Paul saysone Whfenyou doesn’t walk in repentance,
wal k i n di sobedience, we al | suffer.’ | |l ove w
you know how | feel b’ or in other wor ds, “ Wel c

many of his owndisgaideings famam Corinth abandon t|
in di sobedience.

Now when a believer begins trying to make steps
often start by comi naulackaytso, c'hBuericnrhgg around ot
causes him who halskinmg ibreeme pve.nt anBeel iseovrerrosw wh o
wal ked away from the Lord chanel biass Khasynitrha ,s h'a mi

believer who has been wal king away from the Lor
| ettat brother lmowildwr muc hthemoaun k @ev@gr couli ag
t hem.
Often we in the church can be quite hard on t h
the Lord. But our | oving Father wants wus to fo
us from forgiving, and many i nhitshec hdHur,c hb eacraeu sw
don’t real ly want to forgive. The object of r
people who have walked away from the Lord come
t he opportunity to h .
and to help them wal The ObJeCt Of
Faif tul conduct means repentance IS
repentance. We ar e :
another 1o do so. |Festoration, and when
forgiving, people who have

walked away from the
I n verse 9, Paul t
reasomrbeé bem was see|lLOrd come back to the
wer e wal ki ng i n r ehHpe LOI’d we have the
l ooking out for sthei
Father is |l ooking outopportumty to he'Drest,
and He knows the pla — e

9 T g

to be pleased and enJoylng our walk is in repent
12 Now when | came to Troas for the gospel of Christ and when a door was

opened for me in the Lord, 13 | had no rest for my spirit, not finding Titus my brother;
but taking my leave of them, | went on to Macedonia.
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Do you want to know how to make God laughe Make aplan.l n t hi s paragrap
we seePtabhtcame to Troas to preach apndtrheen oppor

Paul had a change of plans and he’s moving around. That's really all
this paragraph. So far inheahi g ogedmentth eweChvrei
comes t hirmtugggdmhiitcyh i s deMailrkedhgbyi n repentance. W
oukives to please everyone because it won’'t wor
pl easing to us and the Lord by walking in repen
the Lord are |ives that are |l ed by the Spirit,
we cansgewrapped up in our plans that we get f
are interrupted by something. The key is to f
been wisely said, ‘Bl essad aaitbeenthbireo Kfediewhaotbl e f or
Paul did. Padé mplaans but he hadPawdopfelnehiealr & .

14 But thanks be to God, who always leads us in triumph in Christ, and manifests
through us the sweet aroma of the knowledge of Him in every place. 15 For we are
a fragrance of Christ to God among those who are being saved and among those
who are perishing; 16 to the one an aroma from death to death, to the other an
aroma from life to life. And who is adequate for these things? 17 For we are not like
many, peddling the word of God, but as from sincerity, but as from God, we speak
in Christ in the sight of God.

He conduct swi hbhmselimmgsiucyhw a way that he serves

believers and a reminder to unbweel i @8ver sx ampHee
everywhere we rgoni ndetrh atto dtohnoste have Chri st and
those that Wdohave a tremendous responsibility

y o u r s‘'WHhat if your life was the only Bible someone everread?” We have the
opportunity to exemplify and, emndatecGhdi sg bef ¢

that ' s t he only way we ar e goir
Everywhere Paul | christian | k.
went he left it Everywhere Paul went he |l eft it
better than how | f ound Het s,a'yWe ar etnryi rhgust be
he found it. anyoneand we weren’t tryi.ng to p
We are tronduwcttoowrsel.ves faithfu
3:1 Are we beginning to commend ourselves again? Or do we need, as some,
letters of commendation to you or from you? 2 You are our letter, written in our
hearts, known and read by all men; 3 being manifested that you are a letter of
Christ, cared for by us, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not
on tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts.
What does he mean when he says ‘commend our sel
means to extol of .toPapeakswelkll ong t hem, “Li st
to you about setting a good example bedveuse | w
don'eééedn to commend ourselves to you, bevi alnse we

integbhéetgr e weouwval ked icne.Thpe&bahnhnt hi an tGhedrfch w
evidencePatuHatand his ctomamchad themselapd hadt hf
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been good exampl es. Paul planted the church; h
and the result was a vibrant gt bwi Corchouhchns
they themselves are the evidence or the fruit
argue with that?

There mporathnant | esson in this segment. Paul t €
and read byPebpl emenare raeadi mgerywaoduwmy The exampl es
that we set will be how many people form their

hear d s ome dInte Ghargh every one has a part to play, and a way that
they can serve...if nothing else they can serve as a bad example.”

The way we conduct ourselves will either serve as a good
rem nder or a bad exanpl e.

Each day we have opportunity to deposit integrity into our

|ives.
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Honed with Humility

Humility is a necessary veil to all other graces.
-WILLIAM GURNALL

He who kneels the most stands best.

-D.L. Moody

There is an old deedy mbeae ghebl- Thapmlndy ctame t
secdnfiddl el nwed | s mitlhaer fwdnempsar d Bernstein was
asked which instrument was the most di fficul't t
and then replied, "The second fiddl e. I can get
someone wh@laygnt he second fiddlilkRatwis haemt blilsé ms
if we have no second fi ddl eNo bwed yh awaen tnso thoa rbneo nsye
fiddl e; to take the place that i's unnoticed.

So it is in the worl d; nobody | i ksesawao dgo ounn
accolades so that they can be recognized. The
to the world system. God wants us to be willincg
Pastor Chuck Smith had a way of testing the hu
wor kthetchurltdn pastorHed tell s of young mehi mhat w
and show their degr eespramnwdi ndgo ctt ogiat ewor t h f or
associate pastor or Bible college professor. C
some cl eaning supplhieatsetadnatt skremom to start their
There is a great need for humility in the chur c
congregant s, and i nNotolsitnd etaadserrsdalpl.y changed i
thousands of yearBaul Liay®n to what

4 Such confidence we have through Christ toward God. 5 Not that we are
adequate in ourselves to consider anything as coming from ourselves, but our
adequacy is from God, 6 who also made us adequate as servants of a new
covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the
letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.

AS we measure
ourselves in light

Paul has just fini dlaedng al ki
of the hOIy law of conf i dehnrtough i ntefgsi twe wal k [
God,wedon’tdo repentance it gives us a confid

Now hetssobéaf this seg'Wenarbkby say

too well. Yet, we

not confident.’in burselVem®st I
are given life by doesn’t want us to get the wro
e n Cmiuie confidence t hat comes by W e

repentance, but

inmtGomdir sel ves. '’

j ustWd oarcd ar i fy
confident,
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The poi nt he is makaggapihn dtshairsehrad e rw a vin,e
condemned tho dedet says we have abderbeanraduwruand
| ackii'hlye Law measures us and concludéev taraet we
i nadequate and insufficient Ascwedimsgdtvest ber | :
l i ot t he holy | aw of. Golch,e we wf alolncd hualrets t hat wi
and deserving hell ¥etagélvent dlilfe Wby tthaet Swi
i mpliciete wmave been born agwhar & ywae hlea cHpeinrgi t
are now adequate

7 But if the ministry of death, in letters engraved on stones, came with glory, so
that the sons of Israel could not look intently at the face of Moses because of the
glory of his face, fading as it was, 8 how will the ministry of the Spirit fail to be even
more with glory? 9 For if the ministry of condemnation has glory, much more does
the ministry of righteousness abound in glory. 10 For indeed what had glory, in this
case has no glory because of the glory that surpasses it. 11 For if that which fades
away was with glory, much more that which remains is in glory.

We | | there’ s a tough job to have. t HWeWhmits tdroy y ol
of deat h, yeah it' s down t he road next to the
phraseThe Law measures us and finds wus | acking
t hat the wages of sin is death therefore being
means being sentenced to deat h. Il n Whreane 7, P ¢
the | aw came istonteamee awi tghleornyount ai n was on fire

face was shining.
The Law shows us

‘The ministry’ ' ofPatuhéctagfrilieistus,
that all .Our works with it much Tnhoer é6 agwoorrky was t o
are as f||thy ragsS, | condemand t o show .di ddaapmerro v ale
and that our hearts | aw, we have been HhgWwhéatto be

. does the | aw $howhowsw®Bl usut hat
are deceptlve and wor ks are as dndtthhyetwragsr ar e
wicked; that we are | deceptive andtwiackewte are wretoc
wretched sinners. srnners:

The fact of t hee tnhaitntker f airs two
much of our seMtwvhe ;mk we barte tésaylsawe ar e f||thy
mur dering! thildow'ss that?"” We | | ask yourself,
you ever stolen?” TheAnwwar: abkeWegpat bi sveasers.
was the job of the Law,; to condemn oud hgnd Wehow
have been sentenced by the |l aw and shown who we
at this point, ‘“But | am not that way nofw, I " m
I break the | aw and go to prison for mulrfder wha
Jack the iRd pfpreend parics omomes out having changed |
Donal d ,desaokt tae | utnialt@hcangi ng the name doesn’t
person. The point is we are stildl sinners.

On the otherShand, st lwer k ios rtigghd @matsinfessunt he
work is to change us and make wus holy. The w
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sentence us and show us who we ar e, but t he wo
compari son.

12 Therefore having such a hope, we use great boldness in our speech, 13 and
are not like Moses, who used to put a veil over his face so that the sons of Israel
would not look intently at the end of what was fading away. 14 But their minds
were hardened; for until this very day at the reading of the old covenant the same
veil remains unlifted, because it is removed in Christ. 15 But to this day whenever
Moses is read, a veil lies over their heart; 16 but whenever a person turns to the
Lord, the veil is taken away. 17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the
Lord is, there is liberty. 18 But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the
glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory,
just as from the Lord, the Spirit.

Paul sayare' aVel i mat heseosavldd&img honest with you
are al/l sinner s, but we are |l ooking forward to
“We aren’t whaitngwlettg ebut thank God we aren’t wlt
be."” We are going to heavensi wheme paetre wilhe
Revel ation tells us we wil/|l be given new names,
that sin in our old |ives behind.

Look cl osely at verse 13 ' ' )t Mo s es
di d. Moses put a veil on|*“We aren't what|de it s
no onel ?vosee the fact tha y shine
that his face had taken o were gonna be’ God on
the mountain was fading a\butthank God we [Moses"
reason for covering his ’ "t want
anyone to know that he V\arent what we shine
That's pride. used to be.”

A mi ni Btogr ,Scaput , and a computer expert were t£h
smal | pl ane. The pil ot came back to the cabin a
down but there were only three parachutes and f
shoul d have one of behauear bc hwutvees a wi fe and
children." So he took one and jumped. The compu:
of the parachutes because | am the smartest ma
needs me." So he took one and | uempBRdy Sdeutmiand
with a sad yomi lag es gioding and | have |lived a ric
remaining parachut e, an | "1 go down Rwltahx t he p
Reverend, the smartest man in the worl dedjust pi
out! "The smartest man | earned the hard way, wh at

before destruction and a haughty spirit before e

Moses hid his facd heutpexnfpleprrisdse weerrde h &Seeen dae

poi nt i si dédatwi lpl rhahredaeant d o u t wi || keepAus i n I
hardened heart wil/l cause you to hear. Rrhiedewor d
causes all kinds of probl ems; it destroys I|lives
terrible thing, iltemetaHdty we .al Il tdrse agWhiemmd t o st
20




n turnsthe Ltored Loakles away t heThandngss$o
d i mplies we do it humbly. When we do t}

We are being transfor melde i qultor  hef ti Gadyea ogr oces

the Lord is odusi.ng Tmesisdceri ptures teach us that,
work in us wild/l be faithful to complete it;"’ W €
complete this work in uss ofBubte aportird epaaderetdt hat dn e

work very | ong and dif f+ cGoldt .i s Tghd nlgo tttoo nd ol itrha s
we can choose to partner with tHirm pigr dteh iasn dwoar k
hardened heart. The more humbie weacsahobmindg hwok
be.

4:1 Therefore, since we have this ministry, as we received mercy, we do not lose
heart, 2 but we have renounced the things hidden because of shame, not walking
in craftiness or adulterating the word of God, but by the manifestation of truth
commending ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of God. 3 And even
if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing, 4 in whose case the
god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they might not
see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 5 For we
do not preach ourselves but Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as your bond-
servants for Jesus' sake. é For God, who said, " Light shall shine out of darkness," is
the One who has shone in our hearts to give the Light of the knowledge of the glory
of God in the face of Christ.

One stormy night an el der We continue to}ered th.
|l obby of_a smal | hot el an see the Lord’s room. T
clerk said ulhlegs wee ee fhaltle . .

t own "But | can't send a | Mercies IN OUr |i ke you
the rain,™" he sai d. "Would”ves as we | ng to s
my room?" The coupl e hesi . he cl er k
insisted. The next morningWalk In |n pai d h
bil I he said, "You'or s hobhélaormerwo—o—rr w h
managing the best hot el in the Unlted States.
clerk smiled politely. A few years | ater the ¢
man, recalling that stormy night and adstkriinpg hi m
ticket was encl osed. When the clerk arrived, h
Avenue and 34t h Street, wher e stood a magni fi
explained the man, "i's the hotel I have built
WilliamrfWaRAsbor , and the hotel-Asvsberithe tohé ggnead
hot el in the United States. The young <cl erk,

manager .

Just as that couple received merupubnd8Wikbsndnes:
recei vedm&ongdy we have beretns reefcikiis mer cy” Hhoovd ki nd
so0o?” you miRgmembekhkatwe degeardygenandve didn’.t get i

We have been spadéd {fudgement actuality we are
spared from it. Wer erse,a d' litn itsheofsctrhieptLord’ s mer
consumed, they are new every morning..
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Verse two says that there are things that we he

repented from those things. We continue to see
wewa |l krepentance. Paul goes on to say that he has
every man’s conscience in the sight of God. H

emul ated what he -haeppne&@abéd eywv,e repented and
teach repehtance

Uhrepentance wil |l swel lands hapdeEenk eRidnaehnebacorh s

t hi'sPaul , 'slayse -hheaarrdt ed unrepentant sinners are

preachiong those wunsrienpreenrtsanaar e the ones. wWweHaristr)
telling twbbohamtmpent ance blinds peéapglaeln tus etshe utrr
pride and unrepentandcautlo htalsi imd resady tol d us th.
our heart s, it wi || keep us in bondage, and it \
be able to &®mplty oift the affect of pride is that

affective fArrbobbgantofClri ssoinamainypwyneev.e®nteheoflLor d

Gods greatebBlits taorodesnaln of getting penoptlhee slaivveeds i

beli eesosd only t.o suffering

Often SUffermg 1S There is a o&afehihgréer.isgs hut
the onIy way that | That is one of the good points
humlllty can be Often suffering is the only wa:

) be worked into oumilitwvesbri Mps
worked INnto Our | servi dvat service whyss bmotng al
- humi;l i tmeaning I can serve a
capacity and not be serfvilngansowmotatsarlMi.ng S0 di
ser VingThe 1 mp4ilcatm osrerivi ng mysel Youcanservet hat i s
without being humble but you cannot be humble without serving. Reahd vy, t
measure of repentance i sPauwlinsi |sayi nege dtshsagtwv e i ¢ e
humility because the God who | ed us to repentanc

7 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, so that the surpassing greatness of
the power will be of God and not from ourselves; 8 we are dfflicted in every way,
but not crushed; perplexed, but not despairing; 9 persecuted, but not forsaken;
struck down, but not destroyed; 10 always carrying about in the body the dying of
Jesus, so that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body. 11 For we who
live are constantly being delivered over to death for Jesus' sake, so that the life of
Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh. 12 So death works in us, but life in
you.

So far in the segment we have seen that

e There is a great need for humility in the church today.

e The Law measures us and finds us inadequate.

e Pride will harden our hearts and it will keep us from applying the word of
God to our lives.

e Godis at work within us and we can choose to partner with Him in this work
or resist Him through pride and a hardened.
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e One of God’s greatest tools in His arsenal of getting people saved is humility
in the lives of believers.
e The measure of repentance is humility and service.

Now Paul tells us that we have this treasure i
we have within us? According to the waomgtext,
within wus. Gad afi veesurusse t he power to be, humbl e
butPaul i s saying something much deeper. He tell
l1.we are afflicted, but not crushed;
2.perplexed, but not despairing,;
3.persecuted, but not forsaken;
4 . struck down, but not destroyed;
Wh a 't is Paul telling us? He says wadhatnes&od
things happen to us, but they are 6ot akrmws al
these thingstotHm -htahprpue nusYo uGosdeel,i ving in us wil
crushed, or. deBRaubyed poihmtsiengt haut atrheatbotrn ags
cmstantly being placed .iGodmohtulinefslpji nar usohdirunagt i on s

pride thheiumgdhumstHencadd owexperiemceuPalul vvesys
Heyl,ook at wus and |l earnftb bemahg haoam6be and |
pridtehan |1 'd better be entering dmd omarittiufayii mg s

I Peter 5:5 You younger men, likewise, be subject to your elders;
and all of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, for
GOD IS OPPOSED TO THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE. 6
Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He
may exalt you at the proper time, 7 casting all your anxiety on Him,
because He cares for you.

We can ei ther enter By CrUShmg prlde;
circumstances or \heusthrough

becaused doesn’ t want :
pridefHid doesn’t want mrcumstances we e
arrogant . experience, God

13 But having the same spirit of faith, according to what is written, "I BELIEVED,
THEREFORE | SPOKE," we also believe, therefore we also speak, 14 knowing that He
who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus and will present us with you.
15 For all things are for your sakes, so that the grace which is spreading to more
and more people may cause the giving of thanks to abound to the glory of God.

‘We ahve been bormeagm@myst as you Mhheerule applie
God’s chil dr d&n weecaauvesenoit humbled by the Lord we
from t he Lloram al ways mortehipnrki die faunh, tahnadn tlhe sam

you as yohu sr.eadPatul points out to us in verse 1¢

humbl e oursel ves, then God would not necessari.l

exalt wus. Jesus is our exampl e: He humbl ed hin
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from the dead.l e lofurwel hwhwemb God wi |l | exalt us as
myself God wil/ not because God wil!|l not share F

There is a great need for humility in the church today. God is at work within us
and we can choose to partner with Him in this work or resist Him through pride and
a hardened heart.

This is one of the greatest lessons that the Bible teaches, and one of the greatest
areas of resistance within the church.

Take the story of the two mules forr eagwulexranyp!|

together with their | oads, from their town to t1I
wor er aggedl| oak, and carried sacks of oats for t
was an arrogant ani mal , who wore a fineldoat wi
and silver coins for the tax collector, and | ov
i mportance. Running | ate one day, the -satond mu
of f the main road, despite his companion's warn
adangerous route. Sure enough, before too | ong,
mul e, stealing his valuable | oad, andButawhwg hi
me ? " moaned t he stricken ani mal , " am attac
vagabonds | eaveedy@llunhom&heven in this desper a
would be interested in a poor miller's sl ave, 0

"But you ventured down this dangerous - tyroauck and
have only yourself to bl ame."”

Prevbs 16 tells us, ‘Pride goes before destruc
stumbl ing. It is better to be humble in spirit
wi t h t he proud.’ Under stand t hat humi |l ity pr
attitudeadéneéedt s Learn the | esson of the donkey:

Do not be afraid to bring yourself down a notch or two
because we are always nore prideful than we think we are.

If we are not hunbled by God in exalting ourselves then we
shoul d worry, because were headed down a dangerous route.
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Fashioned through Fortitude

The ministry will not grace the man; the man may disgrace the ministry.

-JOSEPH HALL
Better an end with pain, than pain with no end.
-Anonymous
Dr . Gl enn Ol ds, dforkemt PStati eedmni versity, recal

Rushmor e as-hihlkke dhiatdaocubvstsr y in 1941 during his jun
miles back, he recogniRredsitdarsthaogs oaf abdt hi ncol
in the middle was ai kegAdel f hattl epke®nte cl ose

combed over a forehead, the young man saw guy W
he saw scaffolding. The i mage stuck, anWwthahe mac
was Adol f Hi tl er at 10 mil esunadweary cwoanss t Thuacmd o nJ
said. The experience became a parabl e: " Al most
di stance | ooks bad. When you get up <c¢l ose, you

i mportant under construction.

The word of God tells wus dthiadn;wet haarte @Qondd eirs cvoomi
us. We saw in the | ast segment That t Godl $ sanmd
troubl es that we experience in |ife, are vehiocl e
the project of our | ives.

Watch this..

16 Therefore we do not lose heart, but though our outer man is decaying, yet our
inner man is being renewed day by day. 17 For momentary, light affliction is
producing for us an eternal weight of glory far beyond all comparison, 18 while we
look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen; for the
things which are seen are temporal, but the

Paul is te“ing us that things which are not seen are eternal.
Life is a moment of What does Paul mean when h

affliction in| "  -our out er man i s decaying.
. put, we are dying. daArs’' tChri s
comparison to | ohearitn the fact thwWwe we are
- know thmatsouls are bejing tra

our i nner man is developi hgwar @byl wesatel gebgi o
and betterWwe are told that *‘we are being renewec
abotu Ii fe. Day by day we are developing into th

both now and alWhaotf iest elreniingy.pr dduwaed higmt ude
compared to anythingdghwe ksesowhe process that we

constructiasn u@aderh aken. I't takes place day by

Paul i s telilfientgsieslsfat matment of affliction in co

Life is producing in us .dlidry dtelvat oips iuscompamra
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cusetoenr.nlift ywe are not focused on eterni.ty we Ww
fChristians are by definition not focused on e
cused on eternitySuibs egeatetmienCdr ys agedimsiery es

cusedhion | i fe we <c.aHdcuisti nbga cokns Itihdiisngl i fe does
our hope is in heavewme awid It hneotg ||oorsye tthheehrretwe h
se sight our hearssewasyl tdbol losw. heart when w
ere awe headMadhy peopldahe world and in church

O >0 "0 O O0OOo

cused on the wrong thing

5:1 For we know that if the earthly tent which is our house is torn down, we have a
building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 2 For
indeed in this house we groan, longing to be clothed with our dwelling from
heaven, 3 inasmuch as we, having put it on, will not be found naked. 4 For indeed
while we are in this tent, we groan, being burdened, because we do not want to
be unclothed but to be clothed, so that what is mortal will be swallowed up by life.
5 Now He who prepared us for this very purpose is God, who gave to us the Spirit

as a pledge.
We know thatdywegaréeéherefore everyone Weants to
know, as Chhta svtei am®, goi ng ttheatheanwe marneutgeoi ng t o
step inta Wetdalnieaygerl y wa .
heavempopwewer domédwamgt t.o d1 The idea of
fact of theemaé¢edyir@grs bw,r di Wasting our
ver seitd,ante want t o be i we )
don't want to die lives haunts us

almost as much _
He tells us, “For indeed Jn this t
groan, being burdeweedy, hn@dauwsaent to bbJet uroc lboet he
cl ot hseod ,tVinhaa t I's mort al wi || be swall owed up by
what we al lkmdw,e atdhwaantw t hebhat!| wnees beeconsumed
by Iivimbe idea of wasting our |lives @Gadindg s us
plan for us is to live |lives ThaGedogaewe nsu metde !
Spirlve wio hi nLauts me say at this point, that | wo
|l igginis not typically whaGodGosd pmeaann sf ofrorususi.s to
are consumed with 1iving atfvd wiet hgiarv eu su,s hiuhte vBe i h
reconcil ¢eht watatwHe Wefot.s us to
Rabbi Edward Paul Cohn of San Francisco said in
up much of your ti me, al |l your weekends, and wh
think that the life cycle iise dlilr shackywear dt.hatYoo
way . Then you I|live t-awvgevtlyomear sYom a@gat okidcked
you're too young. You get a gold watch, you g
unt il you're young enough to enjoyeyowourgat treym
unt il you're ready for high school; you go to g
you pl ay. You have no responsibilities. You |
into the womb; you spend your | ast ni nem mont hs
gleam in somebody’s eye. There you go, Eddi e!
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not what God i ntlheen dRRddi Hftori sust.hat God DOES have a
he does have a pl an.

6 Therefore, being always of good courage, and knowing that while we are at
home in the body we are absent from the Lord-- 7 for we walk by faith, not by
sight-- 8 we are of good courage, | say, and prefer rather to be absent from the
body and to be at home with the Lord. 9 Therefore we also have as our ambition,
whether at home or absent, to be pleasing to Him. 10 For we must all appear
before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may be recompensed for his
deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.

Verse 6 again teladdyukndimdat twe salirse n®o méheraes e n
rightly said, JUdidg heaveme@avehen wahiks blyi ffeai twh no
sight We want to be tihmobhehbVew, ohnwanting to be
l'iving in such a way that we please the Lord.
|t is said of a Hungarian king, finding himsel
unhappy, sent f or fniag ubrredt, h érut a agded i ndiffere
the king said: " am a great sinner and fear to
Job'gsuesti on: "What shal/l I do when God riseth
shall I answer Him?" But the prince only | aughe
a joke, j ust as some of you are doing now. Thi
unhappi nesns.yowWwh get a vision of your guilt befor
your friends may | augh at your seriousness but
It was a custom in Hungary at t hat ti me, t hat
sounded a trumpen' Pedoore, ai tmawas a signal that h
to execution. The king sent the executioner in
bl ast before his brot her's door . The prince, a v
i mport. Quickly dreraessttmgt hehedmsdreppand was sei z
executioner, and dragged, pale and trembling,
agony of terror, he fell upon his knees before
what way he had offended hi m. "My Dirfothkee, 5i ghs
human executioner is so terrible to you, shall
God, fear to be brought before the judgment s e
makes every sinner fear to face God. Wes are re
fear f ul thing to fall into the hands of the | iv
in |Iight of eternity, knowi
We want to be in|c¢°™me @ Judgment.

heaven, and the outflow | verse 10 talks about the

; : seat of Christ. The judgl
of Wan_tmg_ _to_be In Chri st i s t hef jhbuedlgimeevnetr s o
heaven is living in such | Ah..so christians will be |

scripture here is referring
awaythatwepleasethe seat whi ch comes from t he

which means platform or st e
the seat that was taken in ancient | aw courts by
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I n Rewvnl a0fi the apostle John tells wus,

‘..and another book was opened, which is the bo
judged from the things which were written in the
The Bema seat is not a judgmfesmwandosr.Yeoendemnat ic
accused of sin, antde aBemagiusmd Rty v eThvadtriitosn abou't
receiving rewards for ministry; about being rew
the name of JMdcwstIChrrnaedson Peauwanits tsoldigpilreega swe
thawe don’' t want to,|l asnxddatdas fawahGlosl o Tpheease

judgment seatabmomfutChreiwsatrediss &wer s .

I n verseoefnRn€orinthtiarmwechaptdethabjtoon is to g
t h e L Minigryis alife spentfocusingonhim. ‘Li ve so as to make your
for somethkri s@yBhe hrautl ewei sdow here affects.what we

11 Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade men, but we are made
manifest to God; and | hope that we are made manifest also in your consciences.
12 We are not again commending ourselves to you but are giving you an occasion
to be proud of us, so that you will have an answer for those who take pride in
appearance and not in heart. 13 For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we
are of sound mind, it is for you. 14 For the love of Christ controls us, having
concluded this, that one died for all, therefore all died; 15 and He died for all, so
that they who live might no longer live for themselves, but for Him who died and
rose again on their behalf.

We are told in the Bible toffeaddd nighkl Lbuodt méth

fearing | wiHhd fhauan dfi-mtkme wi oirgd tihaat t here i s gol
a judgnmemedgment i s to reweiwiel Ir egviavafsgwbatniwe
have done as Christians i AstRarnameamwmsd, the defi
are in mimisuryministries we ‘persuade men.'’ (
way that we persuachda pvéhapl we |ive for is worth
they | iWe persuadé menasrdes,are made mani fest to
That means t hat no matter what people see, God
exactly what the Bema seatThies mgoingstofbeuabbet
going to be jPuaduged s telling the Corinthians,
1.God sees our motives clearl.y and we hope yol
2. Whawe have ichomd nmsthg name of the .Lord wild/
3.We want you to betpeouthhaanie dasf wus
4 Knowing our hearts will make you proud of uc
Those wehraepri def ul i n warpep eaag lmanmed Poafu |l whaantd hi s
team | ooked I|i ke. Pawal ei $ umaltliicsgfiohemhe' wor d,

We aren’t trying taog el madk eqdyd dewd
As Christians we are going to cfammeott hhee diighat o

l ook good at t.he Goadmen etvieme promi sed us we woul d
As a matter of fact, He told us in thparsegment
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Ministry is not a placknomi gi amoywrglaaccnogd oagyd ¢
be our mo.t Wee ami nhster because the | ovleourof Chri
ambition in ministry is to look good we will not last!

16 Therefore from now on we recognize no one according to the flesh; even
though we have known Christ according to the flesh, yet now we know Him in this
way no longer. 17 Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old
things passed away; behold, new things have come. 18 Now all these things are
from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of
reconciliation, 19 namely, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself,
not counting their trespasses against them, and He has committed to us the word
of reconciliation.

_ , If our ambition In
Wh a 't is this parlatgs ap

us t hrainistry is dependant on miniStry s pleaSing
maintaining a spiritual perspective. P e o p | people we will not

drop out of mini stry iy t o

mai ntain a spirituadaln m !aSt! !f-OUI' ambltlon

weare toldesuwmst ationshin ministry IS to

has changed signi NoOuwrg

relationshinp wi t h t he please people’ Whenour
relationship. wiWéd Ipewoe they wrong us we

seen nhhai ndlsamogur cann. -1l ~..is

ambi tion. Now Pameéoptleel | s us that

cannot ube moti.vatNowm t hat sounds strange becaus:e
about peopl e. However they are not to be what
be who we seekPeooplpel evaislel. | et us down so our r el

c h angéf our ambition in ministry is pleasing people we will not lastl Qur
relationship with people has to chandgé HDugni fi
ambition in ministry is to please people, when t

Wh a't was God doing’ 9 GGUr iwsats’ rierunveéi 8g DPeor
hi msel f who. Bad ewWacwoinmeei Ipienogpl e t o hi mseHfmwho wr c
People whHomiMHerdi dn’t hold .t Regaplhstwhddewr onged
He didn’t hol dBevtermavree f u lh earkif vgerhold gredgies we will

not last in the ministry.

A group of mi ni sters and a salesman's organi za

the same hotel, and the catering department had
dinners to both. The sal esmenmwkor havidgsser ke
chef di scovered that it was being served to the
commanded a waiter. "Bring it back!" The waiter
| at e. The ministers wer e-spli rcaeabdtyt re"ald ntgh eayh el il ki e
asked the chef. "Don't know, " replied the wait
their pockHetys. i n ministry we often find ourselyv
can deposit into our Jlives t st ewil | Rmakde yt wiha't
depends on is maintaining a spiritual perspectiv
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20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were making an
appeal through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21 He
made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the
righteousness of God in Him.

The scripturtelsadt eawmceeh the representatiawedusroof Je:

purpose in ministry is reBurniintginngg ppeeooppllea nwlio hGo&
bringino @Gedptse what mi niTshter yb eisst alhdawmtg. we coul d
out of the way

I n the Old Testament, when a person would co
sacrifice, a priest would meet him at the altal
sacri fheej.ob Toft ttwas ptoes$acil i tnaeteet,i ntghewi g érr sGond
The sacrifice was how they came before God. T
taking place. The best thing that the priest ¢
way, and |l etetheméeffwith the Lord. I n a nutsh
bring the *‘offerer’ and the offering to the san
out of the way. That is our job as priests 1in
with God.

6:1 And working together with Him, we also urge you not to receive the grace of
God in vain-- 2 for He says,

"AT THE ACCEPTABLE TIME | LISTENED TO YOU, AND ON THE DAY OF SALVATION I
HELPED YOU." Behold, now is "THE ACCEPTABLE TIME," behold, now is "THE DAY OF
SALVATION"--

Our job in ministry Now at first this seems a bit
t h

is to facilitate | a2t aRdceliving e graceabh Goc
woul d mmeeacnei vi ng what we don’t

people meeting With | andputting no worHeh ginvest a

= prophecy of’ st hrei niosrsdr web ol &
God sayd,ped yha, and | Mhet emepd icatyon. i s ther ¢
response on our part

3 giving no cause for offense in anything, so that the ministry will not be
discredited, 4 but in everything commending ourselves as servants of God, in
much endurance, in dfflictions, in hardships, in distresses, 5 in beatings, in
imprisonments, in tumults, in labors, in sleeplessness, in hunger, 6 in purity, in
knowledge, in patience, in kindness, in the Holy Spirit, in genuine love, 7 in the
word of truth, in the power of God; by the weapons of righteousness for the right
hand and the left, 8 by glory and dishonor, by evil report and good report;
regarded as deceivers and yet true; 9 as unknown yet well-known, as dying yet
behold, we live; as punished yet not put to death, 10 as sorrowful yet always
rejoicing, as poor yet making many rich, as having nothing yet possessing all
things.

We are g

0i o offendthmeadplse jiurst mianifsatcrty but t
we don’t of

ng t
fend peopl e dins csruedci tas Wwhhyeveérhidroind ttr y .a s
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t he ,mipreioptireyusdeai | i ng out on ministry it di
en the ministry is discredited, it does dama
urdiH. our focus in mthestoydi sheono pbehsrg ever

our f ocrus iisn croirmriesctt tlhfano wre fwoicusr iignwvteni ni str
n't discredit the ministry

If our focus is solely to please the Lord, then we wll be a

part of a great work that God is doing in us and through us.

Wh e n | was wor king at a church in Vi enna, we
emphasis odé¢tiomal poraurch missi on. Every vyear th
hours away by train, would sewnwadurnugp mermgraonud wdmen
to come along side the <church and minister i n
perform dramas in the rsacatesshiclandepheanadutotbe
fruitful in bringingOmkeeplsecotond tttey Lowedarrived
subway sdartfigpat cha t rtaod mtihtey cent er . The entire
stunned when a woman jumped in faiomd, ofi @omte iord f
of us. Fortunately she only broke her arm, b ut
was | mmense. The point is that the enemy didn
t hadtay and sure enough it didn’t. Whsattrew,ert h &
enemy wants to find that out and use it to take
Statistically about 1 in 7 people currently ir
year s. The enemy wil|l get to us however he can
him succfeewde. folcus on eternity and Iive for hea\
endure what comes our way,; and to go through th

i fe.

Stay in a place where you are always rem nded of where you're

headed — in church, in prayer, in fellowship, and in the word.
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Molded into Maturity

The weak Christian is willing to live and patient to die; but the strong, patient
to live and willing to die.
-JOHN BOYS

An adolescent is a person who acts like a baby when they aren't tfreated
like an adult.
-Anonymous

How | ong would you | et your kid stamaylme g ade !

years? No, you can't stay in one grade more tha
we do is start to pour on the pressure. Teache
pressure, we e owhmtt cevpeus h, persuade and encour
l earn momide on to the next grade. What i f when
expected you to move on to grade 67?7 What i f y O

from moving on? | f your® Dniende #hamrd amtthgmog @i d
chall enges andrstdtu WaonkKs WwWd¥etr ythaeaw. would have
moved to the next grade. We would continue to
over, writing the same tests and thinking we ar
We woul d be bl ami ng t he schoolor spyautrem aaztkd off
devel opment . So too God doesn’t want us to be
made it in such a way that we have no one to bl
gr owi ng.

Pastor Chuck Smith once said, “1f yourn rtehleati o
past was greater and richer than it is now, t he
much the botGoodm waintes. us to mature and grow as ¢
we can find ourselves stunted in our gr owt h, an
too much of a cost Kk ' ‘“Don’t go there, there are
you hear , ‘St ay wher e you're comf ortabl e, and
Spiritually speaking, 1 f you're walking with the

suggestitomesse arfe forengrnyotuovegowottibi gger t hing
about.

Listen to what God tells us through Paul

11 Our mouth has spoken freely to you, O Corinthians, our heart is opened wide.
12 You are not restrained by us, but you are restrained in your own affections. 13
Now in a like exchange--1 speak as to children--open wide to us also.

Paul starts out this first segment by saying t
spoken freely and his heart is open wwdeld Now
does that mean?’ I f his heart is opened wide, i
of what is inside it. I f he has spoken freely,
have been kept from them. Paul is tellnng thet
without restraint and without | i mit
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Look at what he tells them in verse 12. He s

your affections.’ He i s pointing out to them t
restraint, they have not viekeen reciprocating that
He i s tellTihmg |[towvem,yo'u have fomsus$sheshovet we &e

for you.ApolRauland the rest of his teand had pl
i nvestterdemendous @aimo thretar t and soul Theyol e hed pe
those CaorsiHet hsigayss need to begin reciprocating t
right now ybBe sagsi’'d hleawe that you aren’t showin

Paul is begging them to reciprocate that |l ove
showing him and the resnted thhiast tcehaumr cthh aits pa nay
reciprocal | ove.

14 Do not be bound together with unbelievers; for what partnership have
righteousness and lawlessness, or what fellowship has light with darkness? 15 Or
what harmony has Christ with Belial, or what has a believer in common with an
unbeliever? 16 Or what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For we are
the temple of the living God; just as God said, "I WILL DWELL IN THEM AND WALK
AMONG THEM; AND | WILL BE THEIR GOD, AND THEY SHALL BE MY PEOPLE. 17 "
Therefore, COME OUT FROM THEIR MIDST AND BE SEPARATE," says the Lord. "AND DO
NOT TOUCH WHAT IS UNCLEAN; And | will welcome you. 18 " And | will be a father
to you, And you shall be sons and daughters to Me," Says the Lord Almighty.

Here we havéadoseepoftions of scripture that peo

wi t h. Remember that Paul is talking to the chuil
about the. ChiHish ceni ®@h*poiamnt ach and wunite yo
unbeli.evertsi s reasons being:

You can’t really have fell owshi p anong unbel i evers.
You can’t really have partnership with unbelievers.

You <can’t vreally be 1in harmony or agreement with
unbel i evers.

I n realciatny twéhave meani ngf ul relationships with
Lord lusgses [ Well what does that have to do wittl
Everyt hnibnegl.i evier s don’t want, thhet Lwamdndtn &epedrratl
belviee s from t hfehdolbradrd is | iving insThde kEacd bel
i's ampelgi eveebi evdrissindetlhreovumgrnsl obvenliingver s. Th
i ssue Paul i sogethangwatdos’t want anything to

I't’s that they don’t want .anyltfhitnhge tlLoo rddo iwsi tcho ntnt
a bel iaenvdeirf, &Chmaorsti an wants nothing to do with
they aren’t going to want much to do with any I
join a convent and keep away from all heat hens
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i s being practi 8apanadespngumgelbfefforemtthley ask vy
|l eave.’

Even in the case of marri age, bet ween asbeli eve
found to be so, t hat the wunbelieving partner [
substantiates whalNowaulr i iesl enmhyeirheg sone i s a bel.
and the other is not are a bit of a different s
Chrastwi ves separate fromwengitdnas. bredaniseqq e

in the case of a believer and an unbeliever, b
wives, that unbelieving husband is your mission
who wantisnqotd do with Christ is your mission fi

Godis whispeMygyi,t dhdugsn,” t* wainn itmkee itrh ulshievye s,
don’t ywawntin theiOn It hee®ther hand God doesn’t r e

their |l ives to make aist beway viemrtsa our | ives

Look at verse 17, where Paul gives an Ol d Test:
point . I'n the Oérnyestf ambert chwilcdmen i oift ol Soae lac
with wunclean things it Whaede ptelogprheumnwelréeedmuincl eal

|l epetdhey had to be kept out o

When what is normal | Bei ng out of fell owship was
people set .outWhteon dtohey becam

in unbeliever’s lives | ynciean it prevented fellowsh

becomes the normin | of f from fellowship was i
puni shment ; it wasn’t a good

our |IV€S, as Pa u | is pointing out to us in
Christians, we will |that we sthowlhd amd uwése ours

. with belHeeviesr st alking about th
pumSh ourselves by andehis sawgngn fle'll owship

staying out of

Now there is a monster i mpl
and it hent what ansi wmobell i ever s tlhiavoersm b enc oamners
|l iveas Chrwetwialnls, puni sh ourselves. byNewayifnghat
rings true to you, it means he is speaking abou
fact i s, we see thischkirrcch ocfontshhiamg |iyn toe’ t w e
involved in activities or relationships that ar ¢
They know it, and we know it. Eventually those
we see them in the egrhoacierrdyr esstscerre aonrd tthry t o mi ni
they al ways KSaemr ¢owmovedcr yilng s hame.

7:1 Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all
defilement of flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.

I n ver se one her e, Plrerd e ted eé s prt hmims etsh aftordotm Go
romi ses to tdawen lanwli tahmong them ané is8s théikind
bout Chwech!l ready saw thatGodhenChedahhi oeship
eop.l'e Paul alkesagiingusly these promises from G
hatanm Chriasehnhdmki ng these pr dmids ewsand esr itoou stl ayk e




care of His lifmdpmirityant t hat we stay in a place t|

forHe is tellinfraoam tettriempgawhat t hei noltaihvens be r
our | Whee whatis normal in unbeliever’s lives becomes the norm in our lives,

as Christians, we will punish ourselves by staying out of fellowship. That’' s not a
good thing. How deo pweo nti askees tsheess oust g@fetiSarayi ng
going to keep us in Besaffeientteltbomehtp i s goin
wal k in repentance

A few winters ago, heavy snows hit Nonrcthh Car o
snowfall, idt iwags tionteee t he effect along I nter
hi ghway stood sever al |l arge groves of tall, y 0L
bowed down with t he shmedvow <rhaw branches from o
often | eaning against ofheanortuhnekr .o rWhberraen cthreese s s
however, the effect of the heavy snow was diffe
heavier and heavi er, and since ther e wer e no 0

branches snapped. They | ay on the cgorlodunsdnowdar k
Fell owship is the key to maintaining strong wal
wi || be able to hold up.

2 Make room for us in your hearts; we wronged no one, we corrupted no one, we
took advantage of no one. 3 | do not speak to condemn you, for | have said
before that you are in our hearts to die together and to live together. 4 Great is my
confidence in you; great is my boasting on your behalf. | am filled with comfort; |
am overflowing with joy in all our affliction.

He s,dfsep Fal ace for 1< i n \L N1l r
hear tPsaul ,5&ysdi dn’t c LOV@iSpUttOtheteSt
wr ong, or t ake advan'

Now why woul d Paul When thOSG you |OV€

Remember, he was bei]agfflict you. It wouldn’t
peopl e of aolfImo tkii malss

mi stakes. Here he pohurt unless therewas1as

not dontehiamgy wrong. love involved.

t hr,eewhere he tells th

condemn t hem! The |mpI|cat|onTh1esytHn&QI Wraan gve d
Paul, they had di shimnor Adl aRduluseder did for th
care for, and bel motbaeme | ®&hs us sed narhapgichh i m
you wil|l be wronged, di shiothoirsedgoiamgl tus eldappen.
people, not perfect. Somepeompeplse Wi deginwokaul Thke
Believers behave |li kehanbetienmel 6 amwbbmcno niehsei r

|l i véle says we are not condemning you. I n verse

‘Wre |l ooking forward to spending eternity with

The Corinthians Raeuvubatdhe¢oyea;moaaviefn itchtdiuogphf muc

the affliction he had suffered was by that c hui

and their growth.oy Ilwasotbhreoou gfhatudsi nj af fthiecti on t

believerL,sove is put to the test when thause you |
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es there was | ove involvePaul Ihrada§gfosydii &, W
|

unl S
affl isthowghhe has sddpnad.fliction

Paul had been hurt by that chumobt hedhbi @pr hatl

gossiped about hi m, iaensd dardc ebreniinegv eldi nh. Paul S
and was able to rejoice ini nshbletf was ggbati mgchr o
Corinthian church wouldn’t be coming if God wa
t hat <church; and he had a grheati ndQge aslt atrd edlo t vmiet ht
I n essence the joy he was maintaining during th
parto the Corinthtlhomsgh we wiolol be hurt in |if
church, the place to be comforted, dand thlbd m@ltac
the | ocal bowling alley bar, it’s in the house ¢

5 For even when we came into Macedonia our flesh had no rest, but we were
afflicted on every side: conflicts without, fears within. 6 But God, who comforts the
depressed, comforted us by the coming of Titus; 7 and not only by his coming, but
also by the comfort with which he was comforted in you, as he reported to us your
longing, your mourning, your zeal for me; so that | rejoiced even more. 8 For
though | caused you sorrow by my letter, | do not regret it; though | did regret it--for
| see that that lefter caused you sorrow, though only for a while-- 9 | now rejoice,
not that you were made sorrowful, but that you were made sorrowful to the point of
repentance; for you were made sorrowful according to the will of God, so that you
might not suffer loss in anything through us. 10 For the sorrow that is according to
the will of God produces a repentance without regret, leading to salvation, but the
sorrow of the world produces death. 11 For behold what earnestness this very thing,
this godly sorrow, has produced in you: what vindication of yourselves, what
indignation, what fear, what longing, what zeal, what avenging of wrong! In
everything you demonstrated yourselves to be innocent in the matter. 12 So
although | wrote to you, it was not for the sake of the offender nor for the sake of
the one offended, but that your earnestness on our behalf might be made known
to you in the sight of God. 13 For this reason we

If we experience have been comforted.
affliction Within | we have alreadBasleenadowoy in
; hi s afsdtlhioutghh®@ nha&g tmen af.fl icti o
ChUI’Ch, It helps U_S We saw thawafhlictionssthapre bee
to walk IN| and God comfortkedmhi mHene’' s ai
insiders secret: afflictions &
our shl e | nf i weenns em&®P a u | expl ained to t he Corintt
afflicted caused. t h demxepyeor i reenprceerdt ariaolniscetqiuoennt | y
they repenneed.of the side affects of affliction
afflicteosnrepestiaandere | ives OoAff fheélcite wer smnmakes it
wal k in repentance, because when you're really
something in you causes you to | ean more on Go
‘“uncl ean.’

Christian, you can either be dafflicted in church or out of church, but you're going
to be dfficted! We have alrethlgitfsskemel fan affliction.
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experience affliction within c¢church, it hel ps U
experience affl itched onohwruchs,wthemhatwei shave separ a
ourselves, it just | eads to depression and deat|
‘“The repentance has produced some real good t hi
guys have really matured.l'ictHow we hhadIlIChurnth
abou our Christian maturity than al most anythir
Many people experience troubl e, di sagreement ,
they think the answer is to | eave. The enemy w
convinuwse that | eaving will solve our probl ems.

trut h. The answer is never to break fellowshij
problem resulted from a |l ack of strorAgn.fell owshi
Paul tdalel €orint hi ans, o wrote to you and caus:

it caused you guys all owed youl nt ootsheeer whoerrdes 1P act
sayi'nfel come to my worl d!’

And besides our comfort, we rejoiced even much more for the joy of Titus,
because his spirit has been refreshed by you all. 14 For if in anything | have
boasted to him about you, | was not put to shame; but as we spoke all things to
you in truth, so also our boasting before Titus proved to be the truth. 15 His affection
abounds all the more toward you, as he remembers the obedience of you all, how
you received him with fear and trembling. 16 | rejoice that in everything | have
confidence in you.

Tituswe readbeemdspi—rituallwy

refreshed by t he .
Consegntly, he brougn When the winds of

Corinthians were theladversity beat against

j oyWe see Ptaludt had bo :
Titus of the amdting hi S, If we are well

was al.lTittruuse found th grounded, we will but

to be alll Paul . Bauld ; ;
not put tdyshame Cor stapd tall in ‘thcle midst
because they substan|Clying out, ‘Give me

had cl aiTmegdis told Pa y
for the Cofhet mibemds e YOUr WOrSt.

t he Corinthian churcm cCcausead rT T us T O

|l ove whedm a | ove that knew no | imits

The point i s thi smanTyhewa ynsat uarnedd tihne f oundati on
stemmed from Felhaswshéeen said that *‘Maturity has

types of experiences you've had and what you've
do with how many birthdays you've celebrated.’

Northern California boast s of t he | argest tr o
Towering wel/ above 300 feet hi gh, these redwc
tunniehso wltiacls may drive through them without

37

. . {PoF] To remove this message, purchase the
This document was created using  [Eciriul- TN =) product at www.SolldPDF.com




these trees bBbhye sbhbatlrewm rWhoitl esytshhteemextr eme wi r
Northern California have hatthbevesfebemobhehe &
that their root system interlinks with the rest

So too God is commursii anptl ien dl atédge uviss tnhoi sbed of r o

we want to be allowing our lives to be characte
line is we must stay in fellowship, we need to
believers.

When what is normal in unbeliever’s lives becomes the norm in
our lives, as immture Christians, we wi |l puni sh oursel ves by

stayi ng out of fellowship.

The mar k of wheatha gaing getsitaugh, the fough tough-it-out. Wh e n
the winds of adversity beat against wus, i f we al
t he miofdstthose wirrydsouand ‘" Gi ve me your worst. .’
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Bent by Benevolence

Solomon got more hurt by his wealth, than he got good by his wisdom.
-THOMAS BROOKS

Its easy to give much to the Lord because He has given so much to us.
-Source Unknown.

| f a person owns just one Bi bl e, -tthhieryd aorfe tahbeu

rld doayenatcbss to even one. I f a person ha

ot he on their back,, andoafplovece ttdesgliredip,adt he

an 75% of this worl d. I f a person has money i

ange ihn saondei spl ace, they are among t hieeedtop 8%

o ~o =
Tz —o

Mi chael Mi |l ken became famous a few years ago f
mar ket. The interesting thing about Mil ken’s ca:
il 1l egal t radaisngl,egMilllkye nmanki ng $5.5 million per
inspired by poverty, or the desperate need to
weal thy before he began making his illiicntadeal:
year than most peopwiel lons eteh ei npltameeitr | i ves. Mi
t hat he never real ly had any money, t he money
di fferenMiel lkexmadnpl i fi es it.

God wants wus to be free from the clutches of
many strange cwho¢ <¢@meleons the scene and said, ‘
possessions and you won't be so possessed by t

God says the same thing. Shocked? Don’t be.
everything we have. Now t lat odadeqnm’tte mddn owe H
ta church, or give all/l our money to an orphana
hearts are in such a pl ace, t hat i f God asked u
di fference, iand hPaulhekxt| segmanhes it.

8:1 Now, brethren, we wish to make known to you the grace of God which has
been given in the churches of Macedoniaq, 2 that in a great ordeal of affliction their
abundance of joy and their deep poverty overflowed in the wealth of their
liberality. 3 For | testify that according to their ability, and beyond their ability, they
gave of their own accord, 4 begging us with much urging for the favor of
participation in the support of the saints, 5 and this, not as we had expected, but
they first gave themselves to the Lord and to us by the will of God. 6 So we urged
Titus that as he had previously made a beginning, so he would also complete in
you this gracious work as well.

Paul wants to make hkwnmawn ithd Rtelreg n & b d haehfta dGo d
been gnhveéeheichuracchesni @aSevems si mple enough. Pau
communi cat e t o this church how God’ st hgr ace I
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Macedonicahnur c h. Ramembeirs, @od<Lhr i sehxepse nasieh e

situation in the <churches Tihre Mawud¢addmaac edWdani poo
were in a great dealPaofThayy thjaadt iacbnu n d a nacned o f Jo
they were in déeep ParavVveritsy making a point here t
churches didn’t know a | ot about finaboual gai
faithfulThegiyvidingln’t just give a |IBorr ahpgopglaees b
poor they had soNmuacme tfoomgéed them to give in th
No w, t hese churches he speaks of wer e educate
Tithsi nggi viing to the Lord the first ten percent o
to honour the Lord with the first fruits of our
with panedntoyur pr essfe®r tsth aeilwt Hwi met We are told t
tithe into the storehouse. The only place in t
chall enged by @iom, tios tiesmt the tithe. No doubt

churches knew this biblical pr

The .dl_fference Ther ehoweveardi fference betwee
between tithing and |tithingvamg.g Tithing is the

s : A i ncome; in essence t hat bel o
giving 1s that giving Giving begins where tithing

begins where tithing pointing betMatclealtoni an churche
- gaveabove and beyondirhehe cal

i mplication is they diTthe'cttaatidpedigpaetdh®aul the. | e
them gi ve

Il n ver se h4 watntsagyiwteott o supporktntthlee s@li ht $est ame
there was a tribe within the |Israelites called
tribe because their jbDbswasand asesivet ast P i n th
tabernacl e. The Levites were the priestly trilt
entered into the Throriasnedd waasnddi vi ded up among
tribes except the Levitedevitebaidi dnWatglktt ains.
of Land because God told them in Numbers 18, “Y
t heir |l and nor own any portion among t hem; I
inheritance among the sons of l srael .” the&od wo
priestly tribe. Then He goes on to tell t hem,
gi venthedaitht i n | srael for an inheritance, in retu
perform, the service offhehe i tdrt wafs méEeBEBRJG.O0" SU
that didk tohfe twome ministry in the temple. The t|
only inheritance is the Lord and serving his pec
I n verse 4, Paul had said that the Macedoni an
support the saintsuppbhea st itthlee sias nwisat The tith
supports t he church functioning, The | eader sh
proliferating.

We are toHhdairt hagitvitng was not whiaheéiPraudi vhiandg ewaps
unexpectTehhey wer e expiexcd eldutt on at as much Taeg the
i mplication is that they were expected to give |

40

. . {PoF] To remove this message, purchase the
This document was created using  [Eciriul- TN =) product at www.SolldPDF.com




- q L [FoF] To remove this message, purchase the
This document was created using EI_." EEN';}ERTER PDF L 7 product at www.SolidPDF.com

beyond that. MHey s g #herese¢ivesatt ot God and to Paul al
gang by GodAppawehtly these guyst iwarmMacted oqii me dit |

money, they wanted to give their money, their t
on and on. Paul makes it sound I|ike it was all/|l
gi vi hlygey gave God what's right, not what's | eft!

Att he endhef par,awe ampdiatd ‘avagr aci o.usi wos khad begun
this gracious work. Thi ¢ hgr £oirowmd hwan& was comp
Macedonicghnur.chedt was a transforming of peopl e i
mi sers to gendhdowvss wagisméits . God’' s scam to make mol
plan to raise a famitloy makteo umati wnrtiot ya peopl e th
about t he church functioning, t he l eader ship

I

proliferating, than we do bar evaotriki mg. GoTdh ast girsa cdee
| t has be&nvaeaidcording to your i ncome, | est
i ncome i ke 'yWhiat giifvi @ager yone gave as much as

I
everyone in the church tithed as hgi thhhohingas
church?

7 But just as you abound in everything, in faith and uvtterance and knowledge
and in all earnestness and in the love we inspired in you, see that you abound in
this gracious work also. 8 | am not speaking this as a command, but as proving
through the earnestness of others the sincerity of your love also. 9 For you know the
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sake He
became poor, so that you through His poverty might become rich. 10 | give my
opinion in this matter, for this is to your advantage, who were the first to begin a
year ago not only to do this, but also to desire to do it. 11 But now finish doing it
also, so that just as there was the readiness to desire it, so there may be also the
completion of it by your ability. 12 For if the readiness is present, it is acceptable
according to what a person has, not according to what he does not have. 13 For
this is not for the ease of others and for your affliction, but by way of equality-- 14 at
this present time your abundance being a supply for their need, so that their
abundance also may become a supply for ; : ) }
your need, that there may be equality; 15 as it The implication is
is written, "HE WHO gathered MUCH DID NOT ’

HAVE TOO MUCH, AND HE WHO gathered LITTLE they Wer_er_] t rea”_y
HAD NO LACK." that spiritual if

they weren’t really

Lo o k at how Paul just S e
Corinthians so effectivethatgenerOUS. h needs
encourager s. So many pq e

so capable in criticizing, but what the church
needs is not <critics and cynics but rather thos
Paulkncourages these guys by saying, ‘Hey, you g
some r eal cruci al alrheeays gafe wy d uarn tthieaireg efl’d istmh T hey
abounded ikndwledaddgege r intensl byeadrhdstehairre good a
of owes Itio growPanl svdimhteen, t 0 grow DbDh Qhvena@re

Apparehelyweren’t growing in the areaaoktagiving
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— which can ofte

n be the case

wi th most of us

them, ‘You’ wme ggrawn de al i n great many areas,
in the area of giving, wel | t htagy swegrsem’ tl orte dl
that spiritual i t htghteenye rweursen’ t real |y

Paul ,stahyissnat command ®dhberch@wsre growing; in gra
they were growing in the area of giving freely,

wasn’'t trying to make money here. Remember ,
wor king at the CoPmaot hsvamtearh uroc hp.roever itthy ocf t
|l ove Paul want s them to begin growi ng i n t he
aut henti caOebetovwere proving thei mitntaetrittlyeyfwe
growing in the grace of giving Thatui shwhat
that they be growing in all areas, and aut hent.
does giving money authenticate our l ove for th
seen that it is biblical to thuhehesnhgirwengee
tbd sincerity. of Readithabvagain. What are WE s
are giving. God wants others to see churches
It is such an i mportant part of our spiritual
eample as we shall soon see.
Wantmg to be So we see ¢ piani t uaal church is

doesn t make | t

money

encour aghem rbeymi
beyond what wa.s
of the churches

Chri sup gsavmreev e d

tot al sense real

are willing to give

i ncerity .ofl nouot hleav ewomved sar ewhat

s ac rsiefrii ®ea opf re @wiers
Oaed,of“ the great ,tests

generous chur.ch I't makes
y wh a't
doesn't _r_nake | ov eWVhat we
you spiritual, | s _
and it certainly [%!1!!1n9 to
omeone

| t ohvee

est t he” wiordgdhess Paul wants to

clan | war sfeor1 0

to begin

e m—em - worth of t hei
whbeer

faith, by telli

t mout hs ar e. Paul
nding themwahtedthey give
we read that t he

gi vingPawalnds awsmting

wanted to give everythi’'ng Thhuety nwatntendy mor ebe gene
but somet hing changed over ti me. omheg ot t bm
somet hing i f y ou Vdacnttuianigl yt odobe tgenerous doesn

spir,itarmadritaiocky
generous without being spiritual,

doesn’t

mak e
but you cannot be spiritual without being

you Ypeaanibe us .

generous.

Ver se 12 t ednesr aussi ttyhaits gpr opwer haparmdte tto whhatt

don’'t Haveoeatntegr mwvhat we. Whoant’' twehadvoe have i s whe
need to be generB8udbhiwcehliy, nto excuse fAhlrl ntitseer
money t hat we have, we receive from God. ‘O wWo
you may say. Who gatve woruk 2 he“ lhasma@rsn my money
mi ght say. Who gave you breath that you might

we have comes f

rom t he handheoyf wXorde. ¢ a@Thhedi mgo ian tl

money because God hfadr ptribeemm.dedThewelwler at dowonk .
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was because God was blessing them there. The r

i s so t hatelwe sawegprpor tT hmitniisst rhyow we turn our |jobs
When | use to work in Hawaii , —Sutr fwasf hjauasti st dofwi
we should | ook at our jobs. “4 mivmri lst eoi hgnaoc

Lord, supporting the church,Pauli ntgé Inlgs pteloggmet h o
were to be their ministries

How we handl e finances says a | ot about wh

I n the | ast verse,balR&ult obrainngdd dt hTeest ament i | | u
the children of | srael gat hered manna off t he
wil derness waPhedoeprlienggat her ed what was needed

provi.d@&odd provided for everyone ashenuarhe sast htahtey
wor ked hagateh-e-rtGod suppl i ed Tthheeiornemseadhsat di dn’ t

much-God supplied t hGoidr wieleldssupply our needs.
“And my God wil/l supply al/l your need€&€hacsor di |
Jesus. ) God wi l |l supply al/l our needs, but H
maturity. Part ofgemaetruorsiittyy i s | earning

I n Apbe oY The Associated Press reported t hat

Nati onal Avi an Resear chgeOeenrtotuesy ef ubhged udtera Shei
bin Sultan Al Nahyan, hosnkdi tded woi ¢ Mo fit & 3 sfer eam
art tracking to save the endahlyer 8heihloubas ai bhbus

a great de al of mo n e yHad we vtehri,s tehned ecarvloyr .r eason f
concern appears to be to assur eght hfaotr trhiecyh aArea
hunt eOstr concern is to finance the <church mo v i
people toWEhmrret.to be growing into a generous
concern is maturity, and showing our |l ove for Gc

God is trying to make us 16 But thanks be to God who puts the

. same earnestness on your behalf in
INnto a people that care the heart of Titus. 17 For he not only

more about the church ﬁ_ccelefed our aptpehall hbuf beir;g
- . imself very earnest, he has gone to
fUﬂCtIOﬂI.ng, ) the you of his own accord. 18 We have
lead ershlp Ieadlng, and | sent along with him the brother whose
; ; fame in the things of the gospel has

the Gospel prO“f_eratmg’ spread through all the churches; 19
than we do breathing. and not only this, but he has also been
appointed by the churches to travel
with us in this gracious work, which is being administered by us for the glory of the
Lord Himself, and to show our readiness, 20 taking precaution so that no one will
discredit us in our administration of this generous gift; 21 for we have regard for
what is honorable, not only in the sight of the Lord, but also in the sight of men. 22
We have sent with them our brother, whom we have often tested and found
diligent in many things, but now even more diligent because of his great
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confidence in you. 23 As for Titus, he is my partner and fellow worker among you;
as for our brethren, they are messengers of the churches, a glory to Christ. 24
Therefore openly before the churches, show them the proof of your love and of our
reason for boasting about you.

So far in this segment, we have seen that tith
percent of our i ncome, and geéendsg bé&giuhs speaks
Churchesgatvleatabove and beyoanbdo vieheancdalbleyond t he
We have seen that the tithe is what sopmorts tfF

people to make ndomdk'ys plhamudsisshtrai mattaaikey us
into a ©people that car e more about t he church

l eadi ng, and the Gospel proliferating, t han we
cruci al wor k of God’ s grace. We have seen tha
di fferenttidr evams’ adpeowi ng i n the grace afegiving,
mat urGod wants others to see churches that are ¢
So we see that, a spiritual church is a generou
doesn’t makealypuawsgiritoertainly doesn’t make vy
be generous without being spiritual, but you ¢c
gener €@oessequent lwe, hhaondl e fi nances says a | ot ab

Now in verse liwesseasstabn theim obehatft f word

Titus wanted tp o tonCbnuetho minister to the
his confidence in thgang &Sppé@luddadndgothe Corint
and he accElpeyrdsent someon®e wdlosevawi twel Ti tkinown w

al | t he dmurtchheest,hi ngs. of Nowet G@espekxt doesn’t te
guy i s. Therefore his identity is prlobably ni
churche appointed this person tomeyr aMed with

money was for ot herWh
going on? simply thil|We're held |[g a
wad of cash around Wil gccountable for our
want to keep him acc .
Paul, and the rest of|Jenerosity by the ng
rr;gnl edy accountable to world outside the |&

church because if the

We want to be apeop chyrch can't even

Z

According to the scri ea of
giviegawe accountable Stay afloat What does

God and. menwhat does e

Peopl eoseegrace asf wdalvli nay® eV@o’'dr e hel d account abl
our gerndgryo not just by b&o dfu $tehtei nmataanr ek en st ay
afl oat what does that s@ry ttloe tdteh ewtolrd adr@ch,ur € h
proliferates in generosity what does that say?
People wildl be fai-t-hufpulunu p.|Tthoutean @ ebitdisott h e f

ver se ttwebnal ybeen, nNnd odaomwdbtd,i | i gent | Meg&asr seint y"

keemgver yboagcourt ablSo t oo as t he wor |l d sees u
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accountable to make sure that they don’'t see t

genreous givers, and faithful tithers.

Charles Spurgeon, the great English preacher,
man to come to preach in a certain country chur
funds to pay off a debt . The manusteolhdi sS pcua ugretorny
house, his town house, or his seaside home. SpL
one of the places and pay the debt yoursel f . "
generous and benevolent people when they | ook a
e x anmp.l I f the world around us watches the churc

enjoy nice new carVhatankd nhdo noefs horri bl e message

Peopl e stawl I don’ t want people to Seeédbtlhow muc
you're ijrugtthgpesvyt nohe i mpDesgoue pray, read your
fell owship in, frioatt’ ©f) wsth do'lssedwheantceyou' re suppo
and you woul dn't hesitate to do it in front of

should be gener oug hium cthrrontl fo fotthttes sj ussete oubse dtiietnhc
in front aorfd otthheoeshsng wrong withsthatgood exam,
others see us being generowbi cowh thsngitwienghaba
beyond the calll

A man went toctvorit hDescdbmgCanmyburthheck it

pl eastel?”é¢ man pllheeadilso.ct or roll s up the man's sl ee\
t he ar m Healllko., Doctor,hB " says t he ar meut,6eul d y
please? | 'm déd&apatatelsthyst drh. o sYeoeu rt haer np riosb |
broke!Paul’'s hope for the Corinthians and for u:

by others outside the church they would see a pe

9:1 For it is superfluous for me to write to you about this ministry to the saints; 2 for |
know your readiness, of which | boast about you to the Macedonians, namely, that
Achaia has been prepared since last year, and your zeal has stirred up most of
them. 3 But | have sent the brethren, in order that our boasting about you may not
be made empty in this case, so that, as | was saying, you may be prepared; 4
otherwise if any Macedonians come with me and find you unprepared, we--not to
speak of you--will be put to shame by this confidence. 5 So | thought it necessary
to urge the brethren that they would go on ahead to you and arrange beforehand
your previously promised bountiful gift, so that the same would be ready as a
bountiful gift and not affected by covetousness.

Paul starts off «cHhHapdoene dnitnree wy ayiendg,o ‘y.o'u about
Obviously they knew about ministry if Paul i's S
already written theih @boutPtamilammwstortye his | ast | e
before thiamdomg@oke thor oudbkl ynialiirsd elnensitngl et t er t
Corinthians wiotnhcn sutdreucdtei doi nesayt o a r i fe te 1t he mi

Corinthians 16.

Here Paul i s tbel Igiennge rachtgsmv ¢ oabove and bheyond t
According ttwoovfercsheapt erre hreiynevelree ready to respon
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message on menwsotrg them i At ht Be | &8 aQlorbientttheéra.ns,
Paul spoke to the church about addicting themse
the church about giving ohcemerebuhanhpust vehwgit
see at the end of his | ast letter Paul said
ministers, and ministers have thekrwhHdarvesewdrct a
there is opportunity to serve effectually.
SoPaulysstao them here i,nl “cofeanpdti ehrg enibmeys .t’o col |
Since they were ready a year earlier to respond

wer e ready now.

accountable to the

you guys to be

saying that it speaks

So Paul

i mmatur e i

commiat memt

n

sendi ng over a

telme y ilmfa dt h ePya ufli nsda
t hj s amdgeobetsi twi rt enfolud ¢
awful Ayl othuheheengreganu:

t wo i mmut abll Wheh Ghurshes struggle financially, it reflects badly on the
leadership. 2. When Churches struggle financially it speaks horribly of Christianity.
cshauyricnhg stthrautgglsipea@ k $ i mavh ail &alyl yof

It goes Wwithoua

congreganot st he worl d

worl d gets is o
worl d to see th
generosity S

0

to
down His | ife

e
h a
n

We want to set an
example of
generosity to share | 1o possess
with the world the|belongs
generous gift Christ
gave to us when he
laid down His lifeon | [ i
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Covetousness
centeredness
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heagigmtstruggling
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study covetousness.

A few years ago, the press
Bel | -di e otr & wer ardtv.The Bdstils ¥dafééka;, post
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sl i gehntblayr r assi ng situation when t he church we
suffering financially, and the world around wus
t own.

6 Now this | say, he who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows
bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7 Each one must do just as he has purposed in
his heart, not grudgingly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8
And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that always having all
sufficiency in everything, you may have an abundance for every good deed; 9 as

it is written,

"HE SCATTERED ABROAD, HE GAVE TO THE POOR, HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS ENDURES

FOREVER."

Wh a 't is Paul telling wus i n thyiisngp atelaagtr a®@ h?y B
brings with i Webless$sidgni shed reading about our
the world around us, the root of covetousness i
accountability, and the neeRlaulo, Sdaeywisel! opnagenenos
force byuowhat does you?’ Ahteatrhti ssapyoi nt their hear
convicted tAemthis point, thetbeyanl bewabopedoehd
give Paul is coming to the f oca@odwilbpravideforf t hi s

you... do you believe that? The fact of et he vmatgt &odi $,s bneasu
the churches financi al struggl e

The call of duty i the tithe. Look closely at

s

in the context of thisesvpamnadraphond gh@odgl abof
has provided wus alll withlenalbhgh otbotlha sgpmeragu ap
the poor are the KKoerisathebhhsng them that their

ow! That’ §hparnpohverty wagd haelelpettiset ha char acter
where they were in théedheumpghteBashesaysf God ¢
eter.ni t ySgenteoroosi ty or miserl|l ines.s wlihlalt sihsa pper oubsa
the harshest rebuke ever )

Our generosity or
Accordi ngpotld a o franily bGircle miserliness in
magazine, 75% of peopl e . . . doi ng
what you |l ove is more imth|3||feW|”Shape ki ng a
l ot of money. Wh e n askecusforeternity_ ch one
trait they would most | only 14%

people <chose bei mg nei cpler cerForty

chose happiness in their per sonal and family |
More often than not, we as Christians contradict
Paul was saying to the Corinthians. We cause
churchbetdown in the dumps.

10 Now He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and
multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness; 11
you will be enriched in everything for all liberality, which through us is producing
thanksgiving to God. 12 For the ministry of this service is not only fully supplying the
needs of the saints, but is also overflowing through many thanksgivings to God. 13
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Because of the proof given by this ministry, they will glorify God for your obedience
to your confession of the gospel of Christ and for the liberality of your contribution
to them and to all, 14 while they also, by prayer on your behalf, yearn for you
because of the surpassing grace of God in you. 15 Thanks be to God for His

indescribable gift!

Last paragraph.
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people to Christ...
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the people of
Corinth would see
at the local church
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tithe faithfully
pray for

The Corinthians
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for God to save soul
covetous that tsay$Sodnot &dan my
prayerscan pray for 6&obdutt o fs ave
t hechur ch struggl esited i nnaynci al |
concern isn’'it really soul s

can pray

Pawlnds the segment by saying,
to God for Hi s indescribabl e
segment we have seen t he n
generosity, we have seen t he
accountability, and we have se
of covetousness. Now we are
God’ s geyer odHiotw generous was
He gave everything. God gave
t hat he coul d affect us for (

What i s our concern? Do we
and give we@%3dme | mi?ghtHosva yg,e n‘ewe

just , phreaygafveer t he church

had some t.Hlihregys wgeaien gg rvwemdiln gf d
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1. Tithing is giving to the Lord the first ten percent of our
i ncone, and generosity begins where tithing ends. Cenerosity
i s giving above and beyond the tithe.

2. W can be growing in many different areas but if we are not
growing in Cenerosity, we lack maturity. A spiritual church
is a generous church, and how we handle finances says a | ot
about who we are.

3. W've seen we’re held accountable for our generosity not just
by God but man, because i1If the church can’t stay afloat it
sends a bad nmessage to the world.

4. If a church struggles financially it nmeans that the church is
covet ous.

5. Believing God is neasured to a great deal by the churches
financial struggle.

6. Generosity or mserliness will shape us for eternity.

7. If we are struggling with the tithe and giving, then we are
saying we don’t want to be more effective iIn saving people.
W are saying we care nore about noney than eternity — that
i S covetousness.

Before you | eave t hi 8 mplegmaemtt ewvboehhlim@dds t he
Corintweancsedited for
e« Growinfaith- Faith comes by hearing, and hearing
't is so Iimporvieann toptfaweocawiesedei ng i nundat
by the wor dMaockie Gohde. Bi bl e a per manent part ¢
experiemnycereading it daily

e Growinsharing-Jesus told His disciples that they
Jerusalem and Jucdceautdred mboset tparts of t he
i mportant that we share with others what we
faithful to share what God gives us, we on
given mor e.

e« Grow in knowledge - Pa u | told young ti mot hhyi msoeldtud
approved unto God as a workman that di dn’ t
rightly dividing the word of truth. It is
study the Bible for ourselves so that we car
Lord.

e Growinintensity -Remmber i f our relationship with
the past was richer or greater; i f at any t
read more, or pthgedwmonee backsliding

e Growinlove-The apostwreotJeo htnhat we were to | ove
nottjus word and in tongue but in deed and
what we | earn from the Bible to our |l ives n
and | ove may <cost, but h ySpo cdroins’ yt cwoasl tks amwarye

this segment withouwimgsohvigrgetroshe ygr o

49

. q L {PoF] To remove this message, purchase the
This document was created using gg'N';}ERTER PDF L 7 product at www.SolidPDF.com




Shaped in Security

The meek man is not a human mouse...he may be in his moral life as bold
as a lion and as strong as Samson but He has stopped being fooled about

himself
-A.W. Tozer

I n Mar c h of 1996, tsethei tMal QuarfdsAmeri ca i n |
Mi nnesot a, along with | ocal police and a hel pf ul
who had grabbed a $1,400 gold chain from the
arrested the suspect, then arrest edkt re vwiatl reas s
t hat he had several outstanding warrants, and t
found drugs in his pocket.
Security is a good thing. Whet her it be at a
chur,chhecurity wultimately with ahwaegs PaoaVvVeinhot bhe
taps into a vein of t hought t hat rarely i s <co\
church needs to be protected. “God wi ll protec:
is correct, and we get to partneg owirt hpaGotd. i nTh
only other alternative is to resist God in the
preserve the body of Christ.
Her e, beginning Fanwulwhiasp tomeg hibsi, f i nal segments t
chur.cthe has spoken aboutctcomfepdana aaiocngdeuner osi ty
novwe' I | sgpeakr iotfy
When | was in Bible college i-mam@aus fwasniaecuwmiet
At orientation they gathered up the biggest and
us all an optioeal by. ul tivomat gmys can wash dishe
work security.” We | | once we al/l saw the grea
was abmainer. The job consisted of protecting

who made up the sanmnd eempabydidmeggu b bi sh cans—- bn camp
don’t know if we mad&otheori hul chei seeking to
and women who makeboudy Cherieston earth by putting
secure the safeeg of the church

10:1 Now I, Paul, myself urge you by the meekness and gentleness of Christ--I
who am meek when face to face with you, but bold toward you when absent! 2 |
ask that when | am present | need not be bold with the confidence with which |
propose to be courageous against some, who regard us as if we walked
according to the flesh. 3 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according
to the flesh, 4 for the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but divinely
powerful for the destruction of fortresses. 5 We are destroying speculations and
every lofty thing raised up against the knowledge of God, and we are taking every
thought captive to the obedience of Christ, 6 and we are ready to punish all
disobedience, whenever your obedience is complete.
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He stafrtheeobegment tbhyemt erlilgihntg up front what h ¢
MeeknessleveiRalhesm tt hat he is wurging. tNmevm |l wi t h r
Paul , my s el f urmgeekngsoand genfleneks eof Christ, ’ he Ysaw s.
can'get any meeker than Jewas Chei mteekedtesman Cay
wal k the face of the earth.

The womedekneasries with it a picture.breldmagi ne

racing horse. Think of the power that ani mal p

skilled little ijjoockewer uWek&kmersasstraint. Me e k n

per f e Whdnyou're talking about power, you're talking about Jesus, yet he was

so gentle and kind. God incarnat e, Jesus Chri st coul d

uni verse into obliviocen yien thhee aldlliomke dofhiarseéy t «
and ultimately kill ed.

H_e Says Fhere 1S a I n the first seauwte tPhaautl Ipios
difference in what we | readers were calling him a h

wer e saying t hat he had t w
appeartObeandWhat f aces, one was gentl e and k

we really are and it's | face thenas ha power house

and
with the pen. The compl aint
called meekness. was only strong when he was

t o peopl e but hi s per sonal
l acking. Phaely’' keomiat Wommmcged Her e’ s Hteh es atywi stth.er e

is a difference ipreawhato we amd what wles mr'etal o lya:
hypocxi sNope, it’'Hde meaKnGrsasnit eadppear t owhbeen we ak

am around yoheakd ddbutf erence in what we appear t
really Paué. T sn't cal Il i ntge,hihnes eilsf naa khiynpgocar ipoi nt
“The war t hat we ,f iagmhét diiss pd piyr iotuural b olvwlmems s i n
we're engaged.’in Mawftama&t seems a bit confusing
poi nt Paul it'seasynhamistakg meekness for weakness. Meekness i s nc
weakneBlsey di dihawlasea take charge tdieserstaiw ehigmya
the easy going passive gentle man that they | ov
Corinthians got these |l etters from Paul it was |

Meekness is power under restraint66c@l dehobhke
Toronado. This car is the most brut al and fero
cal l it big would be an understatement, and to
I'ts the kind of car that you wouldn’t want to r
hood 18 &@&n¥ine whichTopbrade &a&ahethe top of t he

muscle car |l egendesne Wétthespgpobeastwserogn ldtkelrnyoa:l
gang oef dlid twomen pulling out of a yarn store.
power under restraint. This car is so power f ul
sports cars pale in comparison. Somet hing abou
wi || never teakedOt hmemesv per hour . That’'s meekne
Corinthians that though he is not exactly what I
is a hypocrite but it is because he is meek.
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The battle we fight is noteragese nard f1 esen @ealdl bl
are at war against spiritual enemi es. I n ot her
exactly what’'s really going on. TheHew sioa whol
we fight | @uivhgei svat® ppragyemdagieesshow power f ul
anducceswéuhbhirem thiBr dyywdftdoeused on the 1 nnet hman
words prayer is all about what you don’t see.

7 You are looking at things as they are outwardly. If anyone is confident in himself
that he is Christ's, let him consider this again within himself, that just as he is Christ's,
so also are we. 8 For even if | boast somewhat further about our authority, which
the Lord gave for building you up and not for destroying you, | will not be put to
shame, 9 for | do not wish to seem as if | would terrify you by my letters. 10 For they
say, "His letters are weighty and strong, but his personal presence is unimpressive
and his speech contemptible." 11 Let such a person consider this, that what we are
in word by letters when absent, such persons we are also in deed when present.

I n verse 7 PaularMfeazws, ngY on .t"he Touwet wGorrdi nt hi ans
focusing on things asWhteme ywearbe gdawnt war dloyc.us on t

we | ay aside mdefknnceesrsn cbs outward then meekness
because it’'s all about power and strength that
Corintweramsconfident 1iThhed hiemmpluitovatridon i s they sh
focusing on.the inward

There is a tendency for us to think that if we don’t appear a
certain way we’ll be discredited. We often think If we appear
strong people wll respect us. Wl l, neekness is about
t hrowi ng appearance to the wi nd and focusi ng whol e- heartedly on

what people don’t see. Therefore i1t iIs easy to mistake
neekness for weakness. Focusing on the outward is causing the
Corinthians to m stake neekness for weakness. Before we |udge
them too harshly we need to realize neekness appears |ike
weakness, and we can often find that an undesirabl e appearance.

Paul tell sondleemitnavacdl y t hat's we Her epaglsle Ghor i st
affected by the outward when yadul tseecet nayb d uett tweh os
we are outwardl ye arTeh & hfrancata ridHgwt elOlus tWdeemds -
when we’'re withrpyog ase aagthitnhg we. haveasaid t
i nvest ment in the church spoke for itself, and
correct, and rebuke.

12 For we are not bold to class or compare ourselves with some of those who
commend themselves; but when they measure themselves by themselves and
compare themselves with themselves, they are without understanding. 13 But we
will not boast beyond our measure, but within the measure of the sphere which
God apportioned to us as a measure, to reach even as far as you. 14 For we are
not overextending ourselves, as if we did not reach to you, for we were the first to
come even as far as you in the gospel of Christ; 15 not boasting beyond our
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measure, that is, in other men's labors, but with the hope that as your faith grows,
we will be, within our sphere, enlarged even more by you, 16 so as to preach the
gospel even to the regions beyond you, and not to boast in what has been
accomplished in the sphere of another. 17 But HE WHO BOASTS IS TO BOAST IN THE
LORD. 18 For it is not he who commends himself that is approved, but he whom the
Lord commends.

So far Paul has been telling the Corinthians
power f ul i nwardl vy. Prayer characterizes meekne
the inwaride maayrs verfsec uui,ng on the outward is f
appearances areFdadewcsiomg hndhpe outward Cericatubliiamgs t
to measure people.by Hbemakbtewatttdevomdidntbet Hatolii s
compare oursel vewe widern avfhadlttheirss foolish to com
with what you see o0 .

even as they observd FOCUSING on the

a difference in whal gytward will cause us to
to be and what peblp .
says appearance meqldy aside meekness
peoplbeut ictan iberedil hbecause meekness has

decetving nothing to do with

He saye are not co gppearance but
the outwarde buacti melor
have built” yoRawlp had invested a | ot ibyo the

investieggi pbped ttdhedno the work of the ministry.
wasthe fruit of IMauderssemilni skRaWe. dehn’lts ¢ dmpar €
ourselves tewamegonast faithful to” wheHe Gedl fash
his hopgetthhemat ni stry wiHalotgrpowhmonmsienlgfi .pr oHreo tii sn g
therld dmdt Gond do t he .pr dmotoitrhfge rs owmerodnse, iis goi ng

be confident, be confi @ant ianthecaonfddent i n t
confident i Godhe elesr d.hMe eiknnseisdse means that you a
who God waotgsommendeekness is not concerned wi
appearance whatsoever. There is a tendency to
have aut hority. Wh e n our friends C ome knocki
|l iterature about how weghadzbeitoberojowa whbheit b
Jehovah’'s Christian witnesses, or telling us t he
Joseph smith, or that we can discover the Chris

of Christian Science we have awd elhidemhery? t oThewt
in suits with badgeéesbhendappearf casthar idtoetsinv €.

commend those who appear to beaabpbogs@lkvedoand ar e
have to appear holy. "t o Mhawwsiarug hom ittlyeuso utavar d
|l ay aside meekness because meekness has nothing
everything to do with being on the inside who Gc

11:1 1 wish that you would bear with me in a little foolishness; but indeed you are
bearing with me. 2 For | am jealous for you with a godly jealousy; for | betrothed
you to one husband, so that to Christ | might present you as a pure virgin. 3 But |
am afraid that, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, your minds will be led
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astray from the simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ. 4 For if one comes and
preaches another Jesus whom we have not preached, or you receive a different
spirit which you have not received, or a different gospel which you have not
accepted, you bear this beautifully. 5 For | consider myself not in the least inferior
to the most eminent apostles. é But even if | am unskilled in speech, yet | am not so
in knowledge; in fact, in every way we have made this evident to you in all things.

Look at verse 6. Wh atl liss thaeulCogdwitrhg AnsHd htat
because Paul has conveyed that knowl edge to th
they have been deceived from simplicity and pur
fal se prophet s. Hi s point? They should know be
Paul expresses his confidence in the areas tha
He is confident that the Corinthians know a who
great deal of knowledge they are being deceived
ki nds ofr ofpdledes . p He says that the reasamre they
caught up i n appele anee¥su taheaept” al l kinds of
teachi’ngThe apostle Paul wasn’'t the greatest 0
However the fruitasofi nhifacmi nihet r&orwnthian chur ¢

showed that spken | i ke han urbedwobt sk achidng ha
contradict elde tshaayts may not measheseupaltoe proph
out wardbyt you guys are the firsuipoioft imygs nmoiunti stthr
easy for Christians who know be
by appearances

It’s easy for

Christians who 7 Or did | commit a sin in humbling myself so that

you might be exalted, because | preached the
know better to be gospel of God to you without charge? 8 | robbed
fooled by other churches by taking wages from them to
serve you; 9 and when | was present with you and
was in need, | was not a burden to anyone; for when the brethren came from
Macedonia they fully supplied my need, and in everything | kept myself from
being a burden to you, and will continue to do so. 10 As the truth of Christ is in me,
this boasting of mine will not be stopped in the regions of Achaia. 11 Why?
Because | do not love you? God knows | do!

I n September of 2004 the Muscul ar Dystrmdobphy As:c

estate firm, and two charity promoters were sue
gol fer who had apparently | egiti mdtoenley dnuardienga f
a charity round but who was allegedly turned do
millienwhenhzthe sponsors imposed a rule that t
vi deotaped. "Remarkably," said Schott's | awyer,
on the sphNotw "Paul here is saying, “1ts not about
deserve it a nodw vyiota'uall | hakdn s pent some good year
investing in the ,chusricnhg ahti sCoorwinntrmoney to fi nar
Here Paul reminds them of that, in an attempt t
the money. They warte heael |hawi tlrmdbogsed tamd toil ed
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He tell s thedmdlnhatcknenmlt a hsiims edtgh ehcuombl | di nhge

exal.tedTha is exactly whawashne tdivda.l u etiéHfesoay smy “w
sayMi‘nlstenlﬁ:grlnth gvi p diod twagsent'ittt man | sistuewaosf pr
out of meaekdebamility."” You see, meekness is d
so that it is often mistaken for weekness. P a
granted by this churearnéeédéemheramtaahbkty churches:c
hecoul d warhke fCoorr i ftolri.afnrsdew t hat would be accept
short time while the church was being planted,
scripture was that as this metropoobi hiamgcboaiuur Phu
continuing to work for free. What a slap in tF
should at |l east trust that he | oves them and i s
say$Hso0d” knows |! Pawle iyousaying, “dnedyi dinr dm gydu a
guysHe” wasn’t in it for BHBéhecaumbemelhonhedwabBemn it

12 But what | am doing | will continue to do, so that | may cut off opportunity from
those who desire an opportunity to be regarded just as we are in the matter about
which they are boasting. 13 For such men are false apostles, deceitful workers,
disguising themselves as apostles of Christ. 14 No wonder, for even Satan disguises
himself as an angel of light. 15 Therefore it is not surprising if his servants also
disguise themselves as servants of righteousness, whose end will be according to

their deeds.

Paul was the target of an onsl aught of ridicoi
teachers t hat had crept into the Corinthian c
ignorancset wmiddeht ye these false prophets told the
wasn’'t worth paying, and that he wasn’'t a real

t hat relashoen diget tpwaasidnt enti omal di dn’'t make any m
the ministoyose tbatdnsay he was in it for the

are willing to do what Paul did.

Then there i S t hi FOCUSIng_ on the

Satan. tBea t saany sa,p p*e a| outward will cause us to

angel of” | iWwhhatt does :

to do with meekness’?lay aside meekness

t hat meskinesal |l aboul because meekness has

the inner man. Me e k nothing to do with

humi |l ity. Focusing

cause us to | ay a dppearance but

because meekness ha notning 0 0dO

with appearance but everything to do with the
critiky zmedn who appeared to the Corinthian chur
th

trutFlal se apostles appear I,i keerhdmetsdeoagieve by (
appearancelhis is exactly what Satan does. Wh o a
false apostlesharéond? fiPamltis implying that
criticizing Paul’'s ministry, and focusing on th
nothing to do with the Lord.
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According to Bill Farmer's newspaper-l ool ogn, J
fell ow whipe svadsd writing CoweraookPoevwei al ed founded
group of submislist veapeopllleedhBOORMATEHS for " Depe
Organi zation of Real ly -Meékt Arde Temed "nBeionlb$ ect i

mot t o W seek'$hallinherittheearth- -i f that's okay WwWiheeh ever
symbol was the yellow traffic | ight.

Mr . Dickson sounds | i ke he'd be a | ot of f un,

al | of t his, t hough, is that many peoplde assum
DOORMATS Gonwde r Powepr esent the quality of me e k
Matthew 5: 5. Many, even in the church, think th
the opposite is true. What the Bible is talking
"strong temolueghgentl e”™ comes close to defining it
in Christ. He was submissive, never resisting ot
trust in the Father enabled Him to -showi tiomep as:
even in tboetmobstshtuati on.

Now | et's apply this to ourselves. When we are
l ashing out i n proud resent ment or retaliati
circumstance, while using every <circumstance, g
subtmi t o Hi m. Meekness woul d be weakness i f it
because it stems from goodness and godliness, it
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Made by Ministry

Wherever thou meetest a Christian, he is going to heaven.
-WILLIAM GURNALL

The hand of God is invisible and you cannot always see what He is doing,
but be assured He is very efficient at what He does

-Fenelon

Success is a process. You can think of this p
airplanes. I n a flLiogltonf r ameFlaoripdankteoi s act use
percent of the ti me. Onboard computers monitor
altitude, temperatur e, speed, and air traff i
accordingly. Consequently athet lpd aches iarred vaes toin
That’'s success. Sure there was a bumpy ride,
appeared to be way off track, but steady steeri
t hat pl ane to where it needed to be. ti Mesistry
Things get bumpy and it often | ooks Iike its goi
wi || al ways arrive at her destination ..Heaven!

16 Again | say, let no one think me foolish; but if you do, receive me even as
foolish, so that | also may boast a little. 177 What | am saying, | am not saying as the
Lord would, but as in foolishness, in this confidence of boasting. 18 Since many
boast according to the flesh, I will boast also. 19 For you, being so wise, tolerate
the foolish gladly. 20 For you tolerate it if anyone enslaves you, anyone devours
you, anyone takes advantage of you, anyone exalts himself, anyone hits you in
the face. 21 To my shame | must say that we have been weak by comparison.

I n this paragraph Paul beginsstbowesheybéol er &

anything and everyone. The Corinthians boast et
and accept everyone. That’'s great isn't it? W
the church don’t we? Not exactly. Talelr ei ratre@ p .
and guidelines we need to maintain. Peopl e we
Corinth with agendas to undermine the | eader shi
direction. Wisdom is not to just to |l et these |

to bsetrong and bold enough to correct and exhort

He sa¥sCori ntdecaept anyone and anything in the
banner of “tTonher@omdeof” Scripture contradicts tha
We must be totally i ntotlheirnagntc oonft raabrsyo IT uote esl@w d apnt yu
of t he Bi bl e has no ®Tolerance for sin. is t he
compromNew.t hat may fly in the face of a | ot of
but i f we <cant be bold in thibd earseaay sc arboairt nicnhgu
then we don’t have a | eg to dftyandbn'tostondforl t has
something you will fall for anything.” It is true. The Bbldle teac
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riches at Christ’s expense. The Bad? eDaro’ets nb & . t

The Biblical approach to issues that the worl d t
When someone comes When someone comes into th
t hey need God’ s i nvest ment
into the church they God i nvest s i n peopl es I
' . others in the church. I f p
need God’s investment veer a fnf a strange directi
solution is to begin invest
the church we are to pour out our |lives into th
given to the Lord to invest i-me@dthiewve .applrodeaech n
mi ni stlreg,l mnhé st mentacitsi wap pprocsacth v e
Bacteria can be defined as alien hostel i fe foc
host system for there own survival. Germs | ook f
scrap. Now i f you geert tahilsitddreapi nfeecteca@am go to
cabinet and pour a |ittle rubbing alcohol on it
but if you don't treat that infection it is 1|i§Kk
to see a doctor tokiglelt vamat ba olti ttsl ¢ oshot of al
because your i mmune system has been penetrated
di seaxegl ecatnd it is sure to rob you ahdajbysef |
successes unless youwtdesaplr emidtsh firtom MNMegl eearea to
wi || get you to compromise y®ium ivalaegi mmsg {Phatn
al | got and i f we begin to tolerate it we wil!/l

don’t tolerate everything and everyone.

But in whatever respect anyone else is bold--I speak in foolishness--1 am just as
bold myself. 22 Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israelites? So am I. Are they
descendants of Abraham? So am I. 23 Are they servants of Christ?--l1 speak as if
insane--1 more so; in far more labors, in far more imprisonments, beaten times
without number, often in danger of death. 24 Five times | received from the Jews
thirty-nine lashes. 25 Three times | was beaten with rods, once | was stoned, three
times | was shipwrecked, a night and a day | have spent in the deep. 26 | have
been on frequent journeys, in dangers from rivers, dangers from robbers, dangers
from my countrymen, dangers from the Gentiles, dangers in the city, dangers in the
wilderness, dangers on the sea, dangers among false brethren; 27 | have been in
labor and hardship, through many sleepless nights, in hunger and thirst, often
without food, in cold and exposure. 28 Apart from such external things, there is the
daily pressure on me of concern for all the churches. 29 Who is weak without my
being weak? Who is led into sin without my intense concern?

Paul now gives hi s qgualifications for hi s mi r
accepting anybody and anything, and now Paul be
unt i |Ipotihnatt. He was an | srael. who could trace
Jew. He had served Chri st in a way that pl ace
‘He’' s bragging a bit,” someone might say. Lool
about. Alilal ef thhe te has been through are [ i st
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matter of fact , this section of the | etter rep
trials that are found in this letter.

Look at wverse 28. Pau MIﬂIS.try 1S abO_Ut of thes
things byngustheseyare t|pouring your life

scriptural ministry. g Il e think
t hat ministry is a cakeOUtforOtherS' st day
Bi ble coll ege, the director called an assembly
and began to ask who the people were that wante
thetudents raised there hands. Then the direc

pastor and some of the students raised their ha
t o have t he entire teaching staff stand up a
heartaches of hmiumi dtatyer tAre director got up and

be in ministry? I could count the number of har
Ministry is not a cake wal k. Mi ni stry has hor
about pouring your | ife ons MmMakioghwodbsmresaldi ai st
and washing feet. Paul i s under a |l ot of press
Paul’'s only concern is for the church because ¢t}

30 If | have to boast, | will boast of what pertains to my weakness. 31 The God
and Father of the Lord Jesus, He who is blessed forever, knows that | am not lying.
32 In Damascus the ethnarch under Aretas the king was guarding the city of the
Damascenes in order to seize me, 33 and | was let down in a basket through a
window in the wall, and so escaped his hands.

Now Paul tells them that what he wild/| boast in
experience in Damascus. He was being hunted an
window in a basket. mo€Ceuhdmtheati hg axperience?
be a more vulner lalu¢ ped il u otmhreem, oi“c t hi ngs ar e
nor mal part of” myT hmisniwsatsr yPaul s | i fe and what i

12:1 Boasting is necessary, though it is not profitable; but | will go on to visions
and revelations of the Lord. 2 | know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago--
whether in the body | do not know, or out of the body | do not know, God knows--
such a man was caught up to the third heaven. 3 And | know how such a man--
whether in the body or apart from the body | do not know, God knows-- 4 was
caught up into Paradise and heard inexpressible words, which a man is not
permitted to speak. 5 On behalf of such a man | will boast; but on my own behalf |
will not boast, except in regard to my weaknesses. 6 For if | do wish to boast | will
not be foolish, for | will be speaking the truth; but I refrain from this, so that no one
will credit me with more than he sees in me or hears from me.

I recently read an farda iwil ®Fiadd@aab sstpo klrad in 198

apart ment cows . " Castro had pushed farmers to
| arger than dogs that families could keep in si
their minimum daily quantitinesRoacfkwmilllk. | olwma, 2 G @&
had bred such miniature cows but t hat t hey wer
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September 2004: An disspat ah eflr meSan Juan Mart

touted rancher Raul Hernandez, who has now appa
smal | h er-idn eldif g h2 8c ows t hat

can deliver about f-i

qual ity milKk. 't al The_only Way to carry sion of
apartment cows. Now On in ministry as Paul

as in most countries|qiq jsto have a strong |9

a cow in your apart

Then agaiat woak halVision of heaven.
from it.

Paul begin bhavealkad®“visions and r évelPatuil o rhsadf |
a strong vision of Jesus Christ. On the roac
Christbfamks t heh#®thaanseacounter with Jeswminet he C
Paul the Apostl e. I'n the first four ver ses

experience thatandodk eplvdcd on t hat he had. Th
strongest visions of heaven in Scripture. Paul
carrynoministry as he did is to have a strong v

A strong vision of heaven is what got him through the
i mpri sonments and the beatings. Looking forward to heaven with

a vision burning in his mnd is what sustai ned Paul through the
hard tinmes of his mnistry.

Paulgoes on to ssiaxyhathebesrwew credit .fRaulanyadi ng

accomplished quite a bit, yet he gives all t he
heaven and a humblvée opuerrssepevces i s essenti al to b
mi ni stry. We can often pray, God give me a gr e:
God make my I|ife a great ministry. Mi nistry is
Ministry is aboutrei mvesthnerndt .ri vElMes t o cross ar
negotiat e, but i f we ,refusel epatcemphami swe shoul

be successful

7 Because of the surpassing greatness of the revelations, for this reason, to keep
me from exalting myself, there was given me a thorn in the flesh, a messenger of
Satan to torment me--to keep me from exalting myselfl 8 Concerning this |
implored the Lord three times that it might leave me. 9 And He has said to me, "My
grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weakness." Most gladly,
therefore, | will rather boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may
dwell in me. 10 Therefore | am well content with weaknesses, with insults, with
distresses, with persecutions, with difficulties, for Christ's sake; for when | am weak,
then | am strong.

Here we arrive at the <classic “thorn in the
specul ated what t HHEvs deowled hmesan.ed many to concl
had an oriental eye diseasek oFoAcisswheaoe Paiuh
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speaking to the council in chapter 23 sai d,

perfectly good conscience before God up to this
The high priest Ananias commanded those stan;
him on the Timent Pau3 said to him, "God is goin
whitewashed walll! Do you sit to try me accol
violation of the Law order me to be struck?"”
you revile God's high pliwasaat @awareSbrethred, P a ul sai
that he was high priest...”

Now Paul was |l ooking right at the high priest

obvious to any one at the sight of his robe and

However Paul didn’t know this.

I n t hel eeptict t he Gal _Confes_S|on IS cruc_:lal

speaks of a bodily il|if our lives are going pve

fconcluded tha'F Paul nto be SUCCGSSfUlad

rom a condition wel/l Lo ) . me

and place that woul d | ministries; keeping us

run, and pOSSlny hlrhumble and releasing That

may very wellauWwle' sopoi ’ .

is that theen given sdUS from the pains of

keemgmm humble Paul w a Secrets”'l

somet hing that was allerwg—s - ~—g—n d

paining his fl esh. Whatever thIS thorn in the

Apparently whatever herwahslfmaanigng wWaeahsenowhe says

t hat anything that is overwhelming for him is w

God’ s power to atudke wDelelhiomge Palbemitsveak areas so

that tmegywoew God i s at hwoamk through

Wh a't is he doing? Confessing. Confession is

successful ministries. Confession not only kee

the pains of secret sin.

11 | have become foolish; you yourselves compelled me. Actually | should have

been commended by you, for in no respect was | inferior to the most eminent

apostles, even though | am a nobody. 12 The signs of a true apostle were

performed among you with all perseverance, by signs and wonders and miracles.

13 For in what respect were you treated as inferior to the rest of the churches,

except that | myself did not become a burden to you? Forgive me this wrong!

Paul ,sldyasm a hdbodMhat a grRaul athotwtght.of hi mse

nobody. Paul tihnavte shteedhaad Ili nto the Corinthian ch

for what he did. He wasn’t compensated for th

took on, but what a success story.
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He sa¥§isgns were performed ameoangptyheuw alolrds they
witnetsesebBi s ministry. There was no compromi se
humi lity and transparency.

OQur |l ives are our ministries. You cannot separt
or her ministry. Our mini striheisp awiet hj uJsets uosu.t f |
are going to be successful we must

1 .Llearn Humility - have a biblicaefyopessp®eti vee that
are weak and frail, and the only greatness
l'iving in us. The gr eatheusmi Itieaatcihoenr. o fl th'usmin
it’s incredibly rewarding.

2 . Embrace trials — When hard ti mes C 0ome our way,
opportunity t o wel come them Dbecause t hey
character and developing us into the peopl e
eternity.

3 . Develop Transparency - Conf ess your sins. Find some:«
and come cl ean. Let a brother or sister
your | ife can be a successful ministry.

62

This document was created using Eﬁ

SaLiD
CoONVERTER PDF

=)

To remove this message, purchase the
product at www.SolidPDF.com




Sculpted for Success

We will know Him in increasing degree as our receptivity becomes more
perfect by faith and love and practice
-Tozer

A person is grown up not when they can take care of themselves, but
when they can take care of others.

-Anonymous
Some people wildl do a@amytomi ngvot a atbé ean i nf you
on some height you could do it me dioc adilfyf.er eDd c
areas of your | egs, and then use those pins as
di visions i n t he bone. hmagkseae t Bt boghng thwa
perpendicul arl vy, then ripping the dog apart by
have an idea of wha't has to be done to the bo
Excruciating pain for an inch or two. infghere i
growth hormone releasers and while you sleep t
pituitary gland resulting in g¢gitonstth.gualrtanseems t
wor k. The things people wildl do to grow are an
t heries a flip side to that <coin. Growing spiri!H
you and | are maturing as Christians then it shc¢
of the desires that stem from maturity is a desi

I n this | aPBauls eggxnpernets,ses his desire for the Cor

14 Here for this third time | am ready to come to you, and | will not be a burden to
you; for | do not seek what is yours, but you; for children are not responsible to
save up for their parents, but parents for their children. 15 | will most gladly spend
and be expended for your souls. If | love you more, am | to be loved less? 16 But
be that as it may, | did not burden you myself; nevertheless, crafty fellow that | am,
| took you in by deceit. 17 Certainly | have not taken advantage of you through
any of those whom | have sent to you, have 1? 18 | urged Titus to go, and | sent the
brother with him. Titus did not take any advantage of you, did he? Did we not
conduct ourselves in the same spirit and walk in the same steps?

|f you and | are The Corinthians ar e Il i ke P :
. Paul was instrument al in the
maturmg aS | and like any parent wants the

Christians then jt|into maAumabhyin Phoenix calls
in New York the day before C
Shouldt_)eourgoalto says, e"tohatwin your day, but

I~ ~voneie t el l you t hat your mot her
di vor ci nfgi;vef oretayr s of misery is enough. " "Pop,
the son screams. "We can't stand the sight of
says. "Wefreashclther, and | '"'m sick of talking
sister in Chicago and tell her . " Frantic, the
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phone "No way they're getting divorced!" she
call s Pmomedi at dl vy and screams at her fat her,
di vorced Don't do a single thing unti/l I get t
we ' | | both be there tomorrow. Unt i | t hen, don't
hangs p The ol dhimanphamgs ampgd turns to his wif
"they're coming for Christmas and paying their
Paul wants to see them and oome wants to see them
Remember Paul has many critics, andi gpresopl e [
concerning his qualifisagtsiaom dc o miShog Paaguali rHhestroe y o L
speaks of Parents giving to their children. Ct
t he parent s are. Part of Maturity i s resport
Resomsibility i s accepting per sonal accountahb
Responsibility implies integrity and reliabilit
and | ust. Paul is telling them, “1"m coming to
you. "’

Paulsn'"t coming to then heomhgeti smocroBey sfgreannd f or

your soul s.” He is going to Corilmth etros ebelgi nP apu
say€raffell ow that I am, . 7t ooMo w otuh atn shboyu nddesc es
becauistee s a statement, he is telling them he de:
to them? Sort of, but confession isn't the poi
t hem. He worked and toiled to invest in the ch
he would wake and he never did. He didn’t do w
believe that he would do. Why would he do that
going to be a burden to the children that | | ov e

Paul gave the church at CorintiHeedeedthinbhg tha
everything that he was. Paul says, o sent you
the church.”’ Titus was a man that invested in t

19 All this time you have been thinking that we are defending ourselves to you.
Actually, it is in the sight of God that we .
have been speaking in Christ; and all for | When Christians snap
your upbuilding, beloved. 20 For | am at other Christians
afraid that perhaps when | come | may !
find you fo be not what | wish and may be | there  can be an
found by you to be not what you wish; excellent Opportur“ty
that perhaps there will be strife, jealousy, ..
angry tempers, disputes, slanders, gossip, to minister and
arrogance, disturbances; 21 | am afraid discip|e that IS
that when | come again my God may .
humiliate me before you, and | may unavailable by any
mourn over many of those who have
sinned in the past and not repented of the impurity, immorality and sensuality
which they have practiced.
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Paul sWey shavie been assamesedi hbhgs. '’ The Corinth

attacked Paul sl anderousl vy, saying he wasn’t re
very well , and he mnmihgehtmgrueyt. beNdwm tihesSerwere t|I
the attitudes Paul is responding to in His lett
how would you respond? Having invested a good

peopl e, this is how they repagcthi mo pdomw ewowd w

financially invested in with the sole purpose

around and snap at you | i ke a mad dog? We | |

responding to, and he does a brilliant job.

Paul tells them dédfaendhiengi shi metel f bait ngr att thieg

opportunity to inbBémuctHandaerdsfyo build them u
|l esson: Wh ewmi ICchlryi sdri tamta towti htehr aChgreirst i ans, there
excell ent opportunidysdacioplnmei ntilsdater i sasndnavail abl e
means. What ? Listen, when you are discipling

bl ow up in your face, if you can be a buffeter
clears there is room for discipleship.

The Baingd losfl Hawai i i s basically one big Vol cano
up through the bedrock under the sea | evel and
of f in stems. These stems reach theuswuefgoe as

Hual alTai ,t heMaumgatLoa, and Kilauea, and right up
Mauna Kea The highest mountain tHrevehe wdralwdi fr
simply a big mountain in the middle of the Pacif

What' s the point? When Tidal fWweaemsaonredstuhagmal

in Japan, California, or Alaska, they generally
When the wave begins to encounter the sharp inc
the water it causes it to bank t o tthhee srhioguhltd eor
of the wave in the form of big surf, but t hat'

because of its abrupt and mas s

7

Paul’s character Paul i s doi ng t hat very t h
enabled him to be a| corinthians. He is buffeting

of insult. hlee ienlayp |l reed oo
bUffeter fOI‘ the i s hi s massi ve character, an

onslaught of attacks | chur chet el I's t hwamtthem o be

from the church and | 9¢tting better, and that co
i nstruction amd ecitftyiimg t he

still successfully | He s,aly'swant to be sure that vy
minister to them. gettingr band ec hjanign ngt her word

repentHe gs,aly'swant to make sure
guys are wal king i n Pawlenitam'cte i nterested in se
much as he just wants them to grow, and growth

for t hem Pohaultb eechcammes a buf feter for t hem.

13:1 This is the third time | am coming to you. EVERY FACT IS TO BE CONFIRMED BY
THE TESTIMONY OF TWO OR THREE WITNESSES. 2 | have previously said when present
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the second time, and though now absent | say in advance to those who have
sinned in the past and to all the rest as well, that if | come again | will not spare
anyone, 3 since you are seeking for proof of the Christ who speaks in me, and who
is not weak toward you, but mighty in you. 4 For indeed He was crucified because
of weakness, yet He lives because of the power of God. For we also are weak in
Him, yet we will live with Him because of the power of God directed toward you.

Paul has aobme ady Cowiontthi meSher e has been a
commi t ment oartftaud’she Corinthian believers. T
come to them repeatedly and was not getting th
snapped at him and gossiped about hi m, yet he
One might think Pault owabeas®hit¢tommirtatngaed t o t hem.
catch? Did they hold something over hi m? Wh at

the |l ong trip to Corinth in order to benefit thi
| engths even when there waes'st tRPaupraomessadavi 6 i o
a tremendous amount of effort to invest in a ¢
not hing but prove that his investment would prol
Why didn’t he just give up on them?

Paul didn’t mesa stuhree ssauntec ewsay mo St peoplihee measur
Psal ms teach wus..

How blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked,
Nor stand in the path of sinners,
Nor sit in the seat of scoffers!
But his delight is in the law of the LORD,
And in His law he meditates day and night.
He will be like a tree firmly planted by streams of water,
Which yields its fruit in its season
And its leaf does not wither;
And in whatever he does, he prospers.
Psalm 1

Then if we turn a few Ipaglsoft oJddhleud ewd ,r @ aad t.he
8 " This book of the law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate

on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written
in it; for then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have success.

Joshua 1:8
What the scriptures teach us is that success i s
thing over the wrong thing, it’s about l'iving
doesn’t al ways mean choosing tnoest edsuicesatt i wiBi n
Success is measured by living biblically. For
eternal benef it of ot her s, no matter what t he ¢

measur e of success!

66

. . {PoF] To remove this message, purchase the
This document was created using  [Eciriul- TN =) product at www.SolldPDF.com




i i SoLID
This document was created using FI_:' EDNVERTER PDF

Het el I s ‘It hreered t o sbphiegltuen spe you experience |
power full.y inHiywouwnly concern is that they expel
God in their situati on. I n this instance it wol
On June 4, 1783 at t he mar ket s gamay, orfota fFare
from Paris, a smoky bonfire on a raised platforr
ragesTet hered above, straining its |ines, was
di ametdm. the presence of "a respectable assembl
pepl e, " and accompanied by great cheering, t he
moorings and set free to riseSinxj ¢dhtoiusalnldy fiertto
the air -irthevefitr st public ascent of a ball oon,
humanhtltgcame to earth sever al miles away in a
attacked bywapviecdhf pekhsants and torn to pieces
eviMdch has changed since that time in a good wa
things nowamegd tdhahave the pitchfork taken to
to these folks recognizing much had changed sin
still some evil things that need to be ‘taken ce
Unt i | 1800 the top speed was twentyawmel ed an
hor seback. With the arrival of the railroad trai
miles per hour . By 1952 the first passenger | e
1979 the Concorde cruised at more than dIn200 m
1961 the astronauts were orbiting the earth at 1
Change is a characteristic of success. Succe
better. As we | ook at our world we recognize t
the better. heWe rhasl ibzeeen a Iot of change. We v
successful Paul is t e oo bho Coarinthjans th
success will mean chang The key to growth
Success for t he Corirand success as aan
repentance. = ]

| e Christian IS
Pau shygrs, i hdee He w
because of ,wedkhegess ber?pentance and
of the power of God. ForT—we arso are weak in
Him, yet we wil/| live with Him because df the p
The power of God was demonstrated in Christ’s
power of God would be d@diemothesatriatenddbyedsthrrectio
you mean®B blThet eaches that we are identified wi:
and resurrection in baptism. I n addition we |
exemplify that truth dailhy.s, WIbat Pault hies o$ ay iwr
them behind, and | ilkweévsarhye sniemp llei,f ebut it is the
growth and success.

5 Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith; examine yourselves! Or do you not
recognize this about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you--unless indeed you fail
the test? 6 But | trust that you will realize that we ourselves do not fail the test. 7 Now
we pray to God that you do no wrong; not that we ourselves may appear
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approved, but that you may do what is right, even though we may appear
unapproved. 8 For we can do nothing against the truth, but only for the truth. 9 For
we rejoice when we ourselves are weak but you are strong; this we also pray for,
that you be made complete. 10 For this reason | am writing these things while
absent, so that when present | need not use severity, in accordance with the
authority which the Lord gave me for building up and not for tearing down.

Paul tells them this is.
you'reChoi safagwou pass t
is he saying to them? [
be successful then you n
you to walHersansmiyr eaak

Itfh ey a we sfta iolfe tybogunrit 23shtr i ysd
he test you recoMmitze vy
f you are not willing t
eed to questWeonwaynotur Ch
o]

@t th aaproyut hi ng

Ifyouarenotwilling |l received a phone call one Se
preparing for my Ser mon, and

to Change’ to il lustrates what Paul i's sayir

repent, to grow, the other end of the lone beg:e
me the i mportance for me to r

then _you need to val i dit off aitthhe mvow aeme nt and a

queStlon your proponent s, and the necessity
for thi

head crusheld asked this
they didnthumgohhteoy sai d

rson wheryey tbhkeg ment

y

n

S persontdabcgusinthancd
pe

t hey si mplTyhedyi dnéganl i ke
n

railing and sl andering o al | the different <chu
many of the pastors they had met thougttalt hey w
si mpl¥ou're probably not <c¢crazy, but you're also
haven’'t called back.

See the ki nd of attitude that sraeyvse,a |l ‘sl tvhaant taol

person is probably not having ai dea ooff rseupcecnetsasn c
Since repentance is <cruci al to salvation, we T
Christian is one that is seeking to grow and ¢c

maj or part of that.

11 Finally, brethren, rejoice, be made complete, be comforted, be like-minded,
live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you. 12 Greet one
another with a holy kiss. 13 All the saints greet you. 14 The grace of the Lord Jesus
Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.

He tell s them to rreqgtoi te, woor ynat,uoand vteo i me ur
inti mate with each other. These are good thir
Christians as wel |l

Seek first the kingdom - Paul had a strong vHissi om nadf whesa vseen
t he kingdom. Everything that he did in his min
vi s.i onHe was thus able to minister to peopl e af
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antagonistic and wunfriendly to himof Nbehendere
was headed.

Unite with believers - Li ving in peace within theitchurch
inevitable if we are Iliving 1in har mony with G
problems with other bel i eovnertshiosr maitttimat hoerr .cthhuart
Whenever t hat happens it i s usually i ndicati ve
relationship with God. I f we commit ourselves |
kinks in the relationship together., we can and Vv
Confess to one another - There is nothing more needed in
than transparency. We need to be a people of
cannot Ilive godly lives befotrtiemhtbhebgtoridi véstihefyc
ot her Christianenfe®%Ws pneedfaolts to other belie
pray for us, keep us aclciovuenvassb| eqg meamsd. hel p us

Carry others burdens— When @&eeransparent by confessing ol

another, we nee@orne drhabtiyh elcow emidngpr ot ecting eac
other from exposur e. The idea of confession i
what someone’s struggle is ©but to have a str uc
through trust and | ove.

Endure trials of life -Bei ng successfulg meiatmlsi ccahloloysi aand t ha
i ncur suffering and pain. Endurance is a valu
church desperately needs people that can endur e
moan and complain whenever trouble comes their v

Submit to change - Mo s t people don’t l' i ke change, but
mandatory in the Christian 1ife. As we find th
need t o make the necessary changes inimur t hi
compliance with it.

Search the Scriptures— We cannot develop our ,medhatiildnship

our | ives before God i f we do not read his word.
become very familiar with the Bible.

| f we can i mpl ement these things insseftulllyi ves
navigate this Christian I|ife. By puttmang@ t hese
compl eas Paul tell s us tcoo ndfe.rttheriiveu gshh dlali lalil ds e
mi ndeds we seek to know and | iwvdhlkey Wohe, 9d meGodt
and éevin peaancde unity togethemd tPRPaulGodaywys$, | ‘ov.e
peace will be wift hweyoaure going to be successful

desperately need God to be with us.
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Conclusion

God is raising a family @and addrst wift hwhma tt hteh gta r
the four walls we call the church. Who God wan
doing for all of eternity is to a great degree
| i ves, and what i s cultivat edThientouldurnasioaoahs a
devel opment of the qualities and characteristi
eternally are fashioned to a | arge extent by th
us in the pew on Sundays.

I n Solomon’s day the taewmpiltes ozZendietrhys ailte mwass at
atur e. Sol omon went to great |l engths to make
orious as it possibly could be. Some of t he
d walls were as big as auwcatrurme nwass. h alrhd smandaes sti
e of the greatest wonders of the worl d. I n
manded that all of the work on the stones was
i pping and hammering was to be fihesbédniea th
were shaped into their proper dimensions they w
and fit into place. There wasn’t to be any wor
the temple was built so perfectly +that there
st onmefaorpi ece of par chment paper to slide. That
her e. This is the quarry and God is shapi g u
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n
wants us to fit perfectly. So God places vy
and tpupressure on us. God places you here
t he man or woman He wants to spend eternity
t hat work by availing ourselves to His hands.
whatever fobou. see

S

a
t
It

u I
n I
w |

Paul' s second epistle to the Corinthians i s abc
in church. | f we can | earn the |l essons of t hi s
reckoned with.

70

. q L {PoF] To remove this message, purchase the
This document was created using gg'N';}ERTER PDF L 7 product at www.SolidPDF.com




What do the people of God desperately need to know? That
every thing they experience and every trial they go through is
shaping them to be the men and women that God wants to
spend eternity with. Most people separate life from Church,
but God doesnfil. Church life specifically is the quarry where
we are shaped for eternity. As Christians, our part to play is
to position ourselves in the place where we can be growing in
the Lord and maintaining the proper perspective on our lives
Lin fellowship, in prayer, and in the Word.

e ——ceee

A.E. Amaral Jr - Pastor
B. A. Bit uldii easl S
Lagoa Christian Fellowship
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