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Advisory

Every book is divided into three parts; an introduction, a body of
thought split up by segments of thought, and finally a conclusion.
Now the authors of the Bible, inspired bythe Spirit of God wrote out
their manuscripts in basically the same divisions.  Chapter and verse
divisions weren’t added until many years after the Bible was
completed.  The purpose of Inductive study is to find these divisions
and segments, and to discover what the author is communicating in
the proper context.  When the divisions are seen and the segments are
found then we can more easily understand the text.  There are many
difficult portions of Scripture, but when we see the portions and their
contextthey become very simple and clear.  Keep in mind as you
study through the book of Mark that the author’s segments of thought
often do not correspond to the chapter and verse divisions.
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Introduction
  The first time I went surfing on my own, Iwent to a place called

Hano’s.  Growing up in Hawaii, I didn’t really start surfing until junior
high school,so, going out into the water at 10 years old was a bit
awkward.  Surfing is not a very forgiving sport for the most part, if
you're not good at it, well you're promised ridicule and violence.
Surfers are very unforgiving.  Now, when I went out to Hano’s that
day, I expected a little of that.  On my first wave I took off paddling to
go to the right, and immediately I got pounded by the wave, my board
pitched and the next thing I knew I was under water.  Now my brother
Scott had given me a few pointers before I started and said that when
I bought a leash (the cord that ties my ankle to the board) it should be
long, so that when I did “Wipe out” I would be less likely to get conked
on the head by my board.  Well I had bought a six foot leash, nice and
long, but instead of helping me, it became a real problem.  That first
wave knocked me so far down that my leash got tangled in the reef
and my board andI were both unsuccessfully trying to get to the
surface.  The next thing I knew, some guy was untying my leash and
helping me get to the surface.  This guy put me back on the board,
and pulled me out to catch more waves. He stopped surfing so he
could help me learn how.

See, surfing was first practiced by the Hawaiian kings, and the first
foreigners to pick it up were Christian missionaries.  All that I have
learned of Hawaiian history and of the Hawaiianpeople says that the
kings were leaders that served their people, that’s what made them
great.  So it would follow, that if they had a sport that was exclusive to
them, it would be one accompanied not by ridicule and violence, but
like this man, that day, that helped me, it was one of helping and
teaching, serving and leading, that’s why it appealed to the Christians.
This surfer knew how to surf, and I didn’t, so he got off of his board
and gave up his day of good waves to help and teach me.  He
sacrificed the great sets of waves he had hoped for in his head that
morning, because he was interrupted by a compulsion within, to help
one that was helpless.

Isn’t that what Jesus did?  He laid aside his royal robes to take up the
garment of a servant and to wash feet.

For even the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but
to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.Mark 10:45
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The Gospel of Mark is about serving sacrificially,it’sabout having
kingly qualities.

John Mark was the son of a wealthy
woman named Mary, probably a widow,
whose home was large enough to serve
as ameeting place for many of the early
disciples after the Pentecostal
outpouring.

A rich young ruler questioned Christ about what he needed to do to
inherit eternal life. Mark's Gospel includes a detail that Matthew and
Luke failed to mention: "And Jesus looking upon him loved him..." This
hints at the possibility that young John Mark himself may have been
that rich young man. An early church tradition also suggests that it
was this same Mark who was "the certain young man" who followed
Christ right up to his entry into the house of the high priest, and then,
when the guards tried to lay hold of him, left the linen cloth that he
was clothed with, in their hands and fled naked! (Mark was the only
one who included this incident.)

Mark accompanied Paul and Barnabasto Cyprus, but later returned to
Jerusalem, which deeply disappointed Paul. Having felt abandoned
and betrayed, Paul refused to take him on the second journey, and
thus began a bitter quarrel between Paul and Barnabas (to whom Mark
was related).  Silas then accompanied Paul in retracing his steps, and
Mark accompanied Barnabas to Cyprus.

Fortunately, Paul and Mark later reconciled when Paul was in prison in
Rome. Mark served as his aide and then as adelegate on an
important mission to Asia Minor.  Later Paul asked Timothy to bring
Mark back with him to Rome because he was useful in service. When
Peter was writing 1st Peter, he affectionately called Mark "his son." It
may well have been Peter that originally led him to Christ.It was
Mark'scompanionship with Peter that resulted in his intimate
portrait of Christ we call the Gospel of Mark.So in fact, this is
actually the Gospel of Peter, written down by his apprentice John
Mark.

The Gospel of Mark is
about serving
sacrificially, it’s about
having kingly qualities.
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God Prepares
Prepare is from the Latin‘paro’ meaning “to make complete, to point

in the right direction, and to equip for battle.”God, in the first section
of Mark, does something toprepareand equipHis people.  In this first
segment of mark,God is pointing His people in the right direction.

InJohn 10 Jesus speaks of the Good Shepherd entering into the gate
and the porter opens the door to him.  That’s how it works!  The Holy
Spirit prepares the hearts of men so that when they hear the
shepherd’s voice they mightrespond.

In1 Kings 12we read thatSolomon is dead. Theking: Well, its
Solomon’s son, Reheboam, Ray for short.  Solomon’s counselors,
however, are still alive and giving counsel to Ray attempting to
persuade him to lighten the work load that his fatherhad laid on the
people of Israel.  Not being known for wisdom like his father, and
rather than receiving the wisdom of older godly men, Ray listened to
his young comrades who said that he should lay it on even heavier.
So when the people of Israel met together that day to hear fromKing
Ray, he blew it & loaded on more work for them.  When he could have
made a call that might have changed the course of History, and
allowed him to reign in ease and glory, he listened to his friends and
blew the opportunity.  Opportunities will come our way with far
reaching possibilities for spiritual blessing, or for helping others.  The
decisive word backed by wisdom is needed.  It says in the passage
that the Lord caused all of this to happen.  Interesting!  The Lord had
predestined this in a variety of intricacies that would result overall in
accomplishingHis plan……Huh?  Yeah, God was at work then asHe is
today doing all sorts of things that might to us look like its gotten out
of hand, but ultimately it’s inHis hand!”  He uses everything.

In the first few thoughts in the book of Mark, he brings out this
amazing truth. God prepares!  Jesus ministry relied on it!  God desires
that all men be saved, and soHe is in partnership with us to get as
many saved as will respond to the message.

First old man: “You want to go for a walk?”
Second old man: “Isn’t it windy?”
First old man: “No, it’s Thursday.”

Second old man: “Me, too. Let’s go get a soda.”
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You see, things can get a bit confusing with people; how we
communicate to them and how they respond to us.  So God doesn’t
leave us alone in this mission to get people saved.  Watch this...

1:1 The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of
God.2 As it is written in Isaiah the prophet:
“BEHOLD, I SEND MY MESSENGER AHEAD OF YOU, WHO WILL

PREPARE YOUR WAY; 3 THE VOICE OF ONE CRYING IN THE
WILDERNESS, ‘MAKE READY THE WAY OF THE LORD, MAKE HIS
PATHS STRAIGHT.’”

The Gospel of Jesus Christ began with a prophecy.  The prophecy
described the initiator of the good news of Jesus.  The prophecy was
given to prepare for the messenger– John the Baptist.  Thousands of
years before this, God had given a prophecy and the people of Israel
knew this prophecy.  God had prepared the nation of Israel for John to
be the people’s liaison, so they might come out to him in the
wilderness.

1:4 John the Baptist appeared in thewildernesspreaching a
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5 And all the
country of Judea was going out to him, and all the people of
Jerusalem; and they were being baptized by him in the Jordan
River, confessing their sins. 6 John was clothed with camel’s
hair and wore  a leather belt around his waist, and his diet was
locusts and wild honey. 7 And he was preaching, and saying,
“After me One is coming who is mightier than I, and I am not
fit to stoop down and untie the thong of His sandals.8 “I
baptized you with water; but He will baptize you with the Holy
Spirit.”

John went out to the wilderness and baptized people.His baptism
was in preparation for people to meet Christ.  John is baptizing and
preparing people.

His baptism is for repentance.  Repentance is a military term that
means to turn around and start marching in the opposite direction.
Apparently for John, repentance would include confession of sins.  We
can learn a lot from John here.  Confession is a vital part of
repentance.  If we are going to walk in repentance successfully, its
important to make confession an on going component of our walk.
They were confessing their sins to John.  We have the privilege to
confess our struggles and sins with brothers and sisters in the
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fellowship, that they might be a source of strength, encouragement,
and accountability.

1:9 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and
was baptized byJohnin the Jordan.10 Immediately coming up
out of the water, He saw the heavens opening, and the Spirit
like a dove descending upon Him; 11and a voice came out of
the heavens:“You are My beloved Son, in You I am well-
pleased.”

Notice two things. Where did He get
encouragement? TheFather. He didn’t
rely on people for His encouragement;
rather He relied on God for it.  That is
a good lesson for us.  Donot rely on
encouragement from people to keep
you going in ministry.  Rely on the
encouragement ofGod to get you
through.

Where did He Go?  THE WILDERNESS!  When we invite non-Christians
to our house for dinner or call them over for coffee, when we want to
just love on them and shine our lights before them, it is a good idea to
meet them where they are at.  What’s that?  When sharing with
people, find out what God is already doing in their hearts. Find out
what is keeping them from the Lord. Is it emotional or intellectual?
We need to have spiritual discernment to find where God has prepared
hearts.  God had prepared the people for John with a prophecy, and
God used John to prepare the people for Messiah.  Jesus went to the
people where they were at.

1:12 Immediately the Spirit impelled Him to go out into the
wilderness. 13 And He was in the wilderness forty days being
tempted by Satan; and He was with the wild beasts, and the
angels were ministering to Him.

Jesuswent where the people were butHe maintained a strong
connection with God.  We know from other gospels that Jesus was
fasting during this time of forty days.  How many of us go into the
desert to spend time alone with God fasting and praying?  That is a
strong connection to God!

Notice, that He was ministered to in a very unique way.  The stronger
connection we maintain to the Lord, the more special the ministry will

Do not rely on
encouragement from
people to keep you going
in ministry.  Rely on the
encouragement of God to
get you through.
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be that we receive.  If we are people that read and study the bible, if
we are people that fast and pray, then we are going to be the kind of
people that receive unique ministry from the Lord.

God is at work very intricately in the lives of men to prepare them to be
saved.  We couldn’t possibly fathom all of the ways God is at work in one
man’s life to draw him to Christ.We get to play a part in preparing
people for the Lord. So pray for discernment to see what foundation of
preparation God has already laid, and minister accordingly.  Meet
people where they are at, as Jesus did, all the while maintaining a strong
connection with God.
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Setting the Tone
Everyone remembers Samson. “Mr. Middle East” is what the ribbon

hanging around his neck would say.  What a guy!   In Bodybuilder
competitions they speak of three body types: Ectomorphs– that is the
tall and lanky ones who can lift weights till the cows come home but
will fail to put on a lot of mass.Mezomorphs– these are short, stocky
guys that can bulk up with muscle very easy but they won’t win any
tournamentsbecause, well, they’re short!Then there are
Endomorphs.  These have good height and good build, Like Arnold
Schwarzenegger, measuring in at six foot one inch.  Lou Ferrigno who
played the “Hulk” on the Television series of the same name in the
1970’s was six foot two inches. That’s why he usually always beat
Arnold in the competitions.  That was Samson, tall and massive.  Not
only that but He was empowered and enabled with strength like no
other.  He tore apart a lion with his bare hands. He took on a thousand
trained Philistine soldiers and beat them all within an inch of their life.

What you don’t see Samson doingin the biblical account is freeing
the people from their oppressors, the Philistines.  He hurt them when
it suited him but he didn’t carry out God’s plan for himself.  It wasn’t
until he was captured and tortured, blinded and chained that he
caused the Philistine temple, where he was a prisoner, to collapse by
pushing it down, with himself in it.  The account reads that he killed
more in his death than in his life.  He wasn’t called to win any
competitions, nor made to show-off his strength.He was supposed to
draw near to, and rely upon God.He was supposed to seek the heart
of God.

In Jesus’ ministry many were
amazed by miracles.  But His
purpose was to teach.  People today
don’t even realize that.  People say
Jesus was a goodteacher. They are
correct! He was good because He
was God.Nevertheless the primary
purpose in Jesus’ ministry was to
teach.

1:14 Now after John had been taken into custody, Jesus came
into Galilee, preaching the gospel of God, 15 and saying,“The
time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and
believe in the gospel.”

In Jesus’ ministry many
were amazed by miracles.
But …the primary
purpose in Jesus�
ministry was to teach.
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 He began by saying simply;

1.The time is fulfilled, or in other words,‘You can know God!’
2.The Kingdom of God is at hand–‘The Messiah is here.’
3.Repent means to change your direction.
4.“Believe in the Gospel,” is a call to have faith in God.

Discipleship begins with the proclamation that God is near.  To be saved
you must repent, submit to Christ and His authority, and have faith in God
and His promises.

1:16 As He was going along by the Sea of Galilee, He saw
Simon and Andrew, the brother of Simon, casting a net in the
sea; for they were fishermen. 17 And Jesus said to them,
“Follow Me, and I will make you become fishers of men.”  18
Immediately they left their nets and followed Him. 19 Going on
a little farther, He saw James the son of Zebedee, and John his
brother, who were also in the boat mending the nets. 20
Immediately He called them; and they left their father Zebedee
in the boat with the hired servants, and went away to follow
Him.

Isn’t it interesting how Jesus beginsHis discipleship with non-
believers?Jesus is choosing His team here.He doesn’t look for
volunteers who want to be discipled.He actively goes and finds them
and calls them to follow Him.  This is unique because ordinarily the
studentscame to the Rabbi in that culture.  The Rabbiwouldn’tgo
looking for the students!This is the initial commitment to Christ that
they are making.  People often say, “They found the Lord.”   The truth
is the Lord found us.

How does Jesus choose His disciples?  They had much in common
among themselves.They were brothers & they were fishermen.  They
were hardworking men who were already doing something.  They
wanted to be more than what they were at thatpoint; they wanted to
do something more significant.We know that because Jesus offered
them a chance to be a part of something more significant and they
responded immediately.When their opportunity came, they were
responsive and decisive, not waiting and praying about it.  They just
did it. Decisiveness is a wonderful quality in a disciple, but remember
that decisiveness is only decisiveness when it is coupled with
faithfulness.  If I am quick to join up but not really faithful to follow
through with it then I am not really decisive.
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A clergyman had just enjoyed a hearty chicken dinner at the home of
a rural parishioner. Gazing out the window, he remarked: “That
rooster seems a mighty proud and happy bird.””He should,” the host
replied. “His oldest son just entered the ministry.”Here Jesus calls
these guys into the ministry and they respond decisively.

1:21 They went into Capernaum; and immediately on the
Sabbath He entered the synagogue and began to teach. 22
They were amazed at His teaching; for He was teaching them
as one having authority, and not as the scribes. 23 Just then
there was a man in their synagogue with an unclean spirit; and
he cried out, 24 saying, “ What business do we have with each
other, Jesus of Nazareth? Have You come to destroy us? I know
who You are—the Holy Oneof God!” 25 And Jesus rebuked him,
saying, “Be quiet, and come out of him!”26 Throwing him into
convulsions, the unclean spirit cried out with aloud voice and
came out of him.27 They were all amazed, so that they
debated among themselves, saying, “What is this? A new
teaching with authority! He commands even the unclean
spirits, and they obey Him.”28 Immediately the news about
Him spread everywhere into all the surrounding district of
Galilee.

Immediately He begins to minister by showing them what it is that He
is going to be doing.  He sets the tone.  The tone is one ofteaching.
He preaches the Gospel, builds a team, and starts teaching.

A possessed man interruptsHis teaching.A possessed man
interrupted the teaching of the word.  Obviouslythis isnot the pattern
we are to follow. That’s why the teaching of the word has such pre-
eminence in the ministry.If someone feels they have a prophecy to
let out, fine, but wait.It’s not to be done during the teaching of the
word.So important is the teaching of the Word that atour church in
Portugal we have different classes for those under 15, and also for
those under 9, and even for toddlers.  Why? Because the word of God
is so important!

Billy Graham in His crusades asks people to keep from rustling their
pages during the message because He says,“You have no idea of what
work the Holy Spirit might be doing in the Person next to you, & you
don’t want to disturb that”.
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1:29 And immediately after they came out of the synagogue,
they came into the house of Simon and Andrew, with James
and John.30 Now Simon’s mother-in-law was lying sick with a
fever; and immediately they spoke to Jesus about her. 31 And
He came to her and raised her up, taking her by the hand, and
the fever left her, and she waited on them.

Now the teaching of the Bible is focused on the inner man.Here
Jesus begins ministering to the outer man.   Simon’s mother in law is
sick and Jesus heals her.

1:32 When evening came, after the sun had set, they began
bringing to Him all who were ill and those who were demon-
possessed. 33 And the wholecity had gathered at the door.34
And He healed many who were ill with various diseases, and
cast out many demons; and He was not permitting the demons
to speak, because they knew who He was.

He continues to minister hereto the outer man. He’s teaching,
preaching,andsetting the tone, but people begin coming toHim
asking if He can heal them.  How does He respond?  Compassionately.
Oh, how we need compassion in the body of Christ today.‘No
individual raindrop ever considers itself responsible for the flood,’but if
we as individuals in the church begin showing compassion on one
another, what a flood we will create to submerge our communities in.
Jesus was the mostcompassionate person that ever walked the face of
the planet.  EverythingHe did was in compassion.

1:35 In the early morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up,
left the house, and went away to a secluded place, and was
praying there.36 Simon andhiscompanions searched for Him;
37 they found Him, and said to Him, “Everyone is looking for
You.” 38 He said to them, “Let us go somewhere else to the
towns nearby, so that I may preach there also; for that is what
I came for.”  39 And He went into their synagogues throughout
all Galilee, preaching and casting out the demons.

The whole city came out to Him with their sick and ill.  His ministry
had gone from teaching to healing, from the inner man to the outer
man.  It would seem that Jesus’ ministry had almost lost its focus.  He
must have been pretty tired ministering till the wee hours of the
morning, then waking before sunrise, WITHOUT COFFEE! How doesHe
do it?  He relies on prayer to refresh himself.He relies on the Father
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to encourage Him.He moves about with great compassion, like an
emotional adrenaline.  So many needy people!  So little time!!

Likewise, in our case,it can be easy to get side-tracked.We must
actively seek fresh vision from the Lord to keep us on the path.
Sometimes it becomes necessary to take a step back and see just
what we are about, what we are doing, and pray for guidance…

Are you talking about ministry?“I’m no minister,” you say. You
most definitely are.  The bible teaches us that we are all ministers.
Parentsare ministersto their kids,andkids to their parents.Christian
you're a ministerto your neighbors, to your friends, to your church,
and to the Lord.  As a matter of fact, if we want to biblically love on
the Lord, we are to love on His church. That’s ministry my friend.

Fred Craddock, in an address to ministers, caught the practical
implications of consecration. "To give my life for Christ appears
glorious," he said. "To pour myself out for others…to pay the ultimate
price of martyrdom-- I'll do it. I'm ready, Lord, to go out in a blaze of
glory. "We think giving our all to the Lord is like taking $1,000 bill and
laying it on the table-- 'Here's my life, Lord. I'm giving it all.' But the
reality for most of us is that he sends us to the bank and has us cash
in the $1,000 for¢0.25cent pieces. We go through life putting out¢25
cents here and¢50 cents there. Listen to the neighbor kid's troubles
instead of saying, 'Get lost.' Go to a committee meeting. Give a cup of
water to a shaky old man in a nursinghome. Usually giving our life to
Christ isn't glorious. It's done in all those little acts of love,¢25 cents
at a time. It would be easy to go out in a flash of glory; it's harder to
live the Christian life little by little over the long haul."That’s what
ministers do they live the life over the long haul.

As Christians, by definition we are ministers, we are all servants.  It is
important to maintain a strong connection with God and actively seek
fresh vision fromHim to be faithful in our ministries.

1:40 And a leper came to Jesus, beseeching Him and falling on
his knees before Him, and saying, “If You are willing, You can
make me clean.” 41 Moved with compassion, Jesus stretched
out His hand and touched him, and said to him, “I am willing;
be cleansed.”  42 Immediately the leprosy left him and he was
cleansed. 43 And He sternly warned him and immediately sent
him away, 44 and He said to him, “ See that you say nothing to
anyone; but go, show yourself to the priest and offer for your
cleansing what Moses commanded, as a testimony to them.”
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45 But he went out and began to proclaim it freely and to
spread the news around, to such an extent that Jesus could no
longer publicly enter a city, but stayed out in unpopulated
areas; and they were coming to Him from everywhere.

Jesus purposein ministrywas to teach but he expanded His plan out
ofcompassion.  We mustn’t be so purpose driven in our lives that we
push people aside.  We must allow people to override our plans.  How
do you and I respond to interruptionsto our plans?A friend interrupts
my day-timer’s schedule? …It’s an opportunity to share.  A child
interrupts your football game on TV.…It’s atime to disciple and
minister.We really need to see interruptions as opportunities.  Lets be
a people that do not let opportunities slip by, but seize them and serve
Him.  The opportunities to minister are there when little Bart says,
“Daddy, I want some attention.”Whena person in the Body of Christ
says I need instruction, or when the basket passes by on Sunday and
we hear Him say, “What’s your contribution?” we can seize these
opportunities to minister.  Let’s not miss these great opportunities.

A couple in Germany many years ago were preparing their evening
meal when they heard a knock at their door. Upon answering the door,
standing there, in the deep winter cold, was an ill-clad youth asking for
food. The couple took him in to give him food and shelter for the night.
Being Christians, they prayed for this rather destitute young man.
Somehow they both felt that they should take him into their home and
adopt him as their own son. This they did. Little did they know who
this stranger was and what he would accomplish with his life.  His
name? …Martin Luther.

Think of what it would’ve meant had that German couple seen that
interruption as an irritation rather than an opportunity! As Christians
our focusshould be the same as Jesus’ focus--inward man.If our focus is
right then we will be able to see interruptions as opportunities.
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Rupturing Religion
Religion is the opposite ofsimplicity.  By religion, I mean man’s

attempt to look good and find his own way to God.InExodus 20,
Moses received the TenCommandments and then God instructed him
on how worship is to be practiced.  In verse24 He says, “You shall
make an altar of earth for Me, and you shall sacrifice on it your burnt
offerings and your peace offerings, your sheep and your oxen; in every
place where I cause My name to be remembered, I will come to you
and bless you.”  Right thereHe says to Moses,“Hey Moe, I don’t want
you to make me anything ornate or gaudy, just a mound of earth will
do.  I don’t want marble with gold trim and rubies around the rim, just
plain old dirt and rock.  This will be how you can come and worship
me.  So that you don’t focus on the altar, you focus on me.”  It’s
entirely possible that our worship can be directed inadvertently and
unintentionally at the music group or the building.  As soon as you
enter thru the doors you might stand in awe of the grandiose glory of
the colossal construction before you.Themusic starts and it really
rocks.You feel very muchcaught up in the experience.The question
is, “Is it God or is it‘Gaud?’  The Lord tells Moses not to get caught up
in the altar,but rather toget caught upat the altar by keeping it
simple.‘I want you to be amazed at me, and if the altar is just rock
and dirt you are sure to focus on me,’God is saying. Religion is not
like that.  Religion says represent God!  God is big and tall, ornate and
detailed;let’s go to work, and a huge cathedral is built.  God doesn’t
want religion,He wants a relationship.  SoHe says keep it simple.

2:1 When He had come back to Capernaum several days
afterward, itwas heard that He was at home.2 And many were
gathered together, so that there was no longer room, not even
near the door; and He was speaking the word to them. 3 And
they came, bringing to Him a paralytic, carried by four men.4
Being unable to get to Him because of the crowd, they removed
the roof above Him; and when they had dug an opening, they
let down the pallet on which the paralytic was lying. 5 And
Jesus seeing their faith said to the paralytic, “Son, your sins
are forgiven.”  6 But some of the scribes were sitting there and
reasoning in their hearts, 7 “Why does this man speak that
way? He is blaspheming; who can forgive sins but God alone?”
8 Immediately Jesus, aware in His spirit that they were
reasoning that way within themselves, said to them, “Why are
you reasoning about these things in your hearts?  9 “Which is
easier, to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven’; or to
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say, ‘Get up, and pick up your pallet and walk’?  10 “But so that
you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to
forgive sins”—He said to the paralytic, 11 “I say to you, get up,
pick up your pallet and go home.”  12 And he got up and
immediately picked up the pallet and went out in the sight of
everyone, so that they were all amazed and were glorifying
God, saying, “ We have never seen anything like this.”

It seems that Jesus always did things that made people either crazy
aboutHim or crazy atHim.  Jesus heals this man knowing that the
scribes are there and this will drive them up the wall.  Jesus’ message
is the forgiveness of sins and to illustrateHis point, He goes outside of
the religious norm and tells a man to get up and walk.

Now you're going to need to put on your thinking caps for this one.  A
large group of people are gathered at the house in Capernaum.  So
large is the crowd that no one can make their way through the door.
These men decide to go by way of the rooftops to get to the Lord.
They believe that the Lord can heal where they need healing–fortheir
buddy on themat.  They believe, and have faith that the Lord Jesus
Christ can heal.  These men go to the roof, tear it apart and lower
their friend into a closer place with the Lord.  These men were the only
ones going by way of the roof top.  No one else was doing what they
were.  They didn’t care about being embarrassed because of what they
were doing, they were willing to do what no one else was willing to do
in order to get into a closer relationship(spatially) with the Lord.

Now this man that Jesus is speaking to is a paralytic; which means
the one thing he cannot do is get up.  Jesus asks him to do what he
cannot.  Jesus allows him to do something that is completely foreign to
him.

2:13 And He went out again by the seashore; and all the
people were coming to Him, and He was teaching them.

Whereas teaching was done in the Synagogues, Jesus moved out of
the Synagogues to teach people.  Teaching was left for the religious
leaders to religiously go about teaching their religion.  Jesus does what
they would consider just about the oddest thing in the world.  “What,
no building? Isn’t that a bit weird?”  Jesus is teaching on the beach.
Teaching on the beach was something totally foreign to the religious
leaders of that day.
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2:14 As He passed by, He saw Levi the son of Alphaeus sitting
in the tax booth, and He said to him, “Follow Me!” And he got
up and followed Him.

The religious leaders trained up followers from the right lineage and
family,andfrom those who showed religious appreciation. Jesus
walks by a tax collector and says, “c’mon, up you go!”The Jews
hated tax collectors.Tax-collectors collected taxes for the Romans and
overcharged their own people so that they could live comfortably off
the commission.  As Jews they were considered traitors.

Sandy L. Warren, 43, was arrested in March of 2004 and charged with
stealing an 8-ton cherry-picker from a construction equipment
dealership in Redmond, Washington; a dealership employee had
spotted the cherry-picker parked in Warren's front yard in Redmond
with a for-sale sign on it ("$28,990 or best offer").  Just like Sandy,
these tax collectors were renown for being pitiful thieves and traitors.

When we are looking for people to disciple, searching for leaders for
the church of tomorrow, we don’t necessarily go down to find the drug
dealer on the street, or the carjacker down the road.  Matthew was a
thief. That’s how he made his money, by ripping people off through
taxes.Jesus is not like any other religious leader, guru or person
anyone has ever seen.

2:15 And it happened that He was reclining at the table in his
house, and many tax collectors and sinners were dining with
Jesus and His disciples; for there were many of them, and they
were following Him. 16 When the scribes of the Pharisees saw
that He was eating with the sinners and tax collectors, they
said to Hisdisciples, “Why is He eating and drinking with tax
collectors and sinners?” 17 And hearing this, Jesus said to
them, “It is not those who are healthy who need a physician,
but those who are sick; I did not come to call the righteous, but
sinners.”

Whereas the religious leaders were very careful and selective about
whom they were seen with, Jesus hung out with those people He was
trying to reach.  The Jews didn’t reproduce disciples, they recruited
followers. There is a difference.  Religions don’t reproduce, they
recruit.  They like people that have a certain look and act a certain
way.  Jesus finds the people that no one would consider and calls them
to follow him.
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To:Jesus, Son of Joseph
Woodcrafter's Carpenter Shop Nazareth 25922
From: Jordan Management Consultants

Dear Sir:
Thank you for submitting the resumes of the twelve men you have picked

for managerial positions in your new organization. All of them have now
taken our battery of tests; and we have not only run the results through our
computer, but also arranged personal interviews for each of them with our
psychologist and vocational aptitude consultant. The profiles of all tests are
included, and you will want to study each of them carefully. As part of our
service, we make some generalcomments for your guidance, much as an
auditor will include some general statements. This is given as a result of staff
consultation, and comes without any additional fee. It is the staff opinion that
most of your nominees are lacking in background, education and vocational
aptitude for the type of enterprise you are undertaking. They do not have the
team concept. We would recommend that you continue your search for
persons of experience in managerial ability and proven capability.
Simon Peter is emotionally unstable and given to fits of temper. Andrew has

absolutely no qualities of leadership. The two brothers, James and John, the
sons of Zebedee, place personal interest above company loyalty. Thomas
demonstrates a questioning attitude that would tend to undermine morale.
We feel that it is our duty to tell you that Matthew had been blacklisted by
the Greater Jerusalem Better Business Bureau; James, the son of Alphaeus,
andThaddeus definitely have radical leanings, and they both registered a
high score onthe manic-depressive scale.
One of the candidates, however, shows great potential. He is a man of ability
and resourcefulness, meets people well, has a keen business mind, and has
contacts in high places. He is highly motivated, ambitious, and responsible.
We recommend Judas Iscariot as your controller and right-hand man. All of
the other profiles are self-explanatory. We wish you every success in your
new venture.

Sincerely,
Jordan Management Consultants

The Religious leaders ask, ‘Why he is going around with a bad
element.  Shouldn’tHe be mingling with the good crowd?’  Jesus
surrounds himself with the community of people thatHe wants to
impact.He finds people that no one would ever consider as disciples
and calls them to follow him.

2:18 John’s disciples and the Pharisees were fasting; and they
came and said to Him, “Why do John’s disciples and the
disciples of the Pharisees fast, but Your disciples do not fast?”
19 And Jesus said to them, “While the bridegroom is with them,
the attendants of the bridegroom cannot fast, can they? So
long as they have the bridegroom with them, they cannot fast.
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20 “But the days will come when the bridegroom is taken away
from them, and then they will fast in that day.

They ask Jesus disciples, “Why doesn’tHe fast like we do, like even
the disciples of John do?”  If Jesus is a religious man we should see
some real religious activity inHis life.  What we find is that Jesus was
the most anti-religious person that ever lived.  He didn’t appear like
any of theother religious leaders.  Jesus ate with tax collectors and
sinners while the religious leaders were fasting.  Jesus was nothing like
the religious leaders.He was actually opposed totheir religion.

2:21 “No one sews a patch of unshrunk cloth on an old
garment; otherwise the patch pulls away from it, the new from
the old, and a worse tear results.  22 “No one puts new wine
into old wineskins; otherwise the wine will burst the skins, and
the wine is lost and the skins as well; but one puts new wine
into fresh wineskins.”

His point is thisHe came to introduce a new covenant, not to patch
up the old system.  When an old wine skin would rip, it couldn’t be
used for containing wine.  A new wineskin was used to hold the new
wine. Wine ferments and as it does it releases gas which stretches the
skin that contains the wine.  But if and when one did rip it would be
foolish to cut up a new wineskin to get a patch to mend the old ripped
skin.  It wouldn’t work, and it would ruin a second skin in addition.  A
new wineskin was used to hold the new wine.

He did not come to mend the old religious system but to introduce a
new covenant relationship.  All the religious leaders taught was how to
strive to be sanctified and holy so that you could be accepted by the
God, but Jesus taught a living relationship with the Father.

2:23 And it happened that He was passing through the grain
fields on the Sabbath, and His disciples began to make their
way along while picking the heads of grain.  24 The Pharisees
were saying to Him, “Look, why are they doing what is not
lawful on the Sabbath?” 25 And He said to them, “Have you
never read what David did when he was in need and he and his
companions became hungry; 26 how he entered the house of
God in the time of Abiathar the high priest, and ate the
consecrated bread, which is not lawful for anyone to eat except
the priests, and he also gave it to those who were with him?”
27 Jesus said to them, “The Sabbath was made for man, and
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not man for the Sabbath.  28 “So the Son of Man is Lord even of
the Sabbath.”

When you're talking about the Sabbath in Israel, you're speaking of a
day off.  They didn’t then, nor do they now, do anything.  In Jesus day
they said that you couldn’t spit on the ground on the Sabbath because
the saliva might hit the dust and roll into a ball and that would be
considered making or creating something on the Sabbath.  They had
detailed Laws about the Sabbath, and they stuck to them religiously.

The Pharisees see the disciples picking off the heads of grain as they
walk through a field, and they immediately point the finger.  “Look,
why are they doing what is not lawful on the Sabbath?”  Jesus
responds with an Old Testament picture from the time of David.  At
one point in the narrative of David’s life heand his men ate some of
the temple bread that was never to be eaten by anyone who didn’t
serve there in the temple.David and his men did what no one else
could do, in spite of the fact that apparently they shouldn’t have been
able to.Jesus is pointing out that religion has to take a backseat to
relationship.Jesus didn’t come to patch up their religious system;
ratherHe came to introduce a new covenant of grace.He came to
teach about a relationship with God.  The word Sabbath is synonymous
with the word Jewish.  The Sabbath waseverything to the Jew, and
Jesus behaves almost as if He didn’t care.

3:1 He entered again into a synagogue; and a man was there
whose hand was withered. 2 They were watching Him to see if
He would heal him on the Sabbath, so that they might accuse
Him. 3 He said to the man with the withered hand, “Get up and
come forward!”  4 And He said to them, “Is it lawful to do good
or to do harm on the Sabbath, to save a life or to kill?” But they
kept silent. 5 After looking around at them with anger, grieved
at their hardness of heart, He said to the man, “Stretch out
your hand.” And he stretched it out, and his hand was restored.
6 The Pharisees went out and immediately began conspiring
with the Herodians against Him, as to how they might destroy
Him.

Jesus does something very non-religious to reach the lost in this last
paragraph. Jesus is not concerned with keeping religious rules.  He is
interested in establishing a relationship.  It isn’t rules that win people
to Christ.  It is theloving grace and goodnessof Godthat draws
people to the Lord.
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The man had a withered hand.  Jesus asks this man with the withered
hand to do the one thing that he couldn’t do.  Jesustells him he can
do what hehasn’t done before.  This manhad never stretchedhand out
before; Jesus was asking him to do something very foreign to him.
People can keep rules easily; the Son of God didn’t need to come to
help us to keep rules.People can be very religious; they can practice
religious activity with great zeal.Jesus came to introduce something
to us that was impossible for us to do.  A relationship with God is
impossible through religion.  It is only possible through the Grace of
God.  Jesus is telling the Pharisees that this is something that is totally
foreign to them.  Religion has nothing to do with relationship.  God
doesn’t want a religion,He wants a relationship.

To have a relationship with God
entails doing what might be very
foreign.  What does it mean?
Having a relationship toGod has
nothing to do with religious
activity, but it does involve
repentance.

Somebody said that it couldn't be done,but he with a chuckle replied
that maybe it couldn't, but he would be onewho wouldn't say so "till
he tried." So he buckled right in with the trace of a grinon his face. If
he worried, he hid it. He started to sing as he tackled the thingthat
couldn't be done, and he did it. Somebody scoffed: "Oh, you'll never
do that; At least no one ever has done it." But he took off his coat and
tookoff his hatand the first thing he knew he'd begun it. With the lift
of his chin and a bit of a grin,without any doubting orquid it, He
started to sing as he tackled the thingthat couldn't be done, and he
did it. There are thousands to tell you it cannot be done,there are
thousands to prophesy failure;there are thousands to point out to
you, one by one,the dangers that wait to assail you. But just buckle
right in with a bit of a grin,then take off your coat and go to it;just
start in to sing as youtackle the thingthat cannot be done, and you'll
do it.

Jesus is asking men to do what is foreign to them.  He is teaching
them to repent.  Remember, repentance is a military term that means
to turn around and march in the other direction.  Repentance for a
thief means never stealing again.  Repentance for a drunk means not
drinking again.  Repentance for a thug means no more‘thugging.’  For
a sinner, repentance is beginning and continuing in a life that is

Having a relationship to
God has nothing to do with
religious activity, but it
does involve repentance.
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different to what they are accustomed to.  These kinds of lives would
be impossible for these people to live.

Jesus asked men to do what they had never done.  Religion doesn’t
provide a thief the power to walk in a way that means ‘no stealing.’
Religion doesn’t give a drunk the energy to live a life without the bottle.
Religion doesn’t furnish a brawler with the power to never throw another
blow.When a person becomes born again, the Holy Spirit takes up
residency within them and lives the life of Christ through them.  The only
way we can walk in repentance is through the power of the Holy Spirit
living that life through us.Jesus is asking men to do theimpossible;He is
asking them to do whatcan’t be done.Jesus didn’t teach menbetter
religious activity,He taught them about a relationship with God.  A
relationship with God gives us the power to livelives that are foreign to
men, lives ofrepentance.
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Time for a Team
As an amateur artist, it cracks me up that people honestly think that

Michelangelo painted the Sistine chapelcompletelyon his own.  If
that’s a news flash, welcome to the hassle of painting.

The Chapel was done in oil and if you’ve ever painted with oils then
you know what an ordeal it is.  Brushes need to constantly be cleaned
with thinner. Ifbrushes aren’t cleaned daily, the brushes will ruin.Oil
paint takes days to dry, hours if you double the cost of the paint to
buy a special chemical that will act as a catalyst and speed up the
process.  However, oils are so expensive that generally to spread the
wealth out a bit, the artist will buy extra linseed oil, which is the basis
of oil paints.If extra oil is added that means double the time for
drying.  It is incredibly messy because oils stain and ruin anything
they come into contact with.No wonder Van Gogh cut his ear off,
having to go through all that would drive anybody crazy!  Back to the
Chapel. Michelangelo not only had a team of artists cleaning his
brushes and wiping his palette, they actually did the painting.  In fact
it would be a better image if you thought of Mike as the supervisor and
director rather than the actual artist.

Immense tasks call for manpower. That is the beginning and end of
it.  Look closely:

Mark 3:7 Jesus withdrew to the sea with His disciples; and a
great multitude from Galilee followed; and also from Judea, 8
and from Jerusalem, and from Idumea, and beyond the Jordan,
and the vicinity of Tyre and Sidon, a great number of people
heard of all that He was doing and came to Him. 9 And He told
His disciples that aboat should stand ready for Him because of
the crowd, so that they would not crowd Him; 10 for He had
healed many, with the result that all those who had afflictions
pressed around Him in order to touch Him. 11 Whenever the
unclean spirits saw Him, they would fall down before Him and
shout, “You are the Son of God!” 12 And He earnestly warned
them not to tell who He was.

Situations and circumstances are fast becoming too pressing for Jesus
to handle alone.  Out of a response to the reaction of the Pharisees in
the last segment, He needs to have a larger base of support.  The
Pharisees are conspiring to kill him.  He realizes that His time is limited
and He senses the urgency in His mission.  The group of followers
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becomes so great that He can no longer minister to everyone’s needs
on His own.

3:13 And He went up on the mountain and summoned those
whom He Himself wanted, and they came to Him. 14 And He
appointed twelve, so that they would be with Him and that He
could send them out to preach, 15 and to have authority to cast
out the demons. 16 And He appointed the twelve: Simon to
whom He gave the name Peter, 17 and James, the son of
Zebedee, and John the brother of James to them He gave the
name Boanerges, which means, “Sons of Thunder”; 18 and
Andrew, andPhilip, and Bartholomew, and Matthew, and
Thomas, and James the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus, and
Simon the Zealot; 19 and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed Him.

Upon seeing that He can’t minister to everyone properly, He pulls
away from the group.He withdraws to the mountain bringing with
Him the twelve that He purposefully chooses to come with Him.Notice
He doesn’t officially build a team until there is a need to do it.

In October of 2003 delegates of French "villages of lyric or burlesque
names"felt they needed toform a team support group made
necessary because so many visitors laugh at the towns' names.
Among them are villages whose names, translated into English, are
beautiful mad, cuckold hill, filthy pig, eat onions,andvery stupid, as
well as several names that are merely inexplicable.

These twelve men that Jesus chooses have the most potential to
come into His ministry and do what He does.  He summons them and
appoints them so that they can be near Him.  Discipleship is relational,
they will learn by being with Him all of the time.  He is focusing His
ministry somewhat away from the crowds and onto the twelve.  He
won’t quit ministering to the crowds entirely,because by continuing to
do so the twelve will receive further examples of how to minister.
Jesus wants to touch people personally and no matter how large the
crowds grow, He willbeable to by teaching the twelve and then
sending them out to touch others.  In essence this is discipleship,
reproducing who I am in others.

In this team that He formsit has been said that under any other
circumstances Simon the Zealot a rebel against the Roman authority
would have killed Matthewwho wasthe tax collector for the Romans.
It’s true thatnothing brings people together like Christ,but Ithink
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without reading too much into it we can look at this team and say
wow, that’s going to be a lot of iron sharpening iron.

3:20 And He came home, and the crowd gathered again, to
such an extent that they could not even eat a meal. 21 When
His own people heard of this, they went out to take custody of
Him; for they were saying, “ He has lost His senses.” 22 The
scribes who came down from Jerusalem were saying, “He is
possessed by Beelzebul,” and“He casts out the demons by the
ruler of the demons.” 23 And He called them to Himself and
began speaking to them in parables, “How can Satan cast out
Satan?  24 “If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom
cannot stand.  25 “If a house is divided against itself, that
house will not be able to stand.  26 “If Satan has risen up
against himself and is divided, he cannot stand, but he is
finished!  27“But no one can enter the strong man’s house and
plunder his property unless he first binds the strong man, and
then he will plunder his house.

Now His ownpeople here are not His family becauseHisfamily is
mentioned later in the narrative.  These are people from His
neighborhood, and theyare calling Him‘possessed.’  Now that would
be hard to handle.  He calls them over and begins teaching them that
He is not possessed. He is much stronger than the devil.  He turns
their approach of adversity into a teaching opportunity.  And all the
while His disciples are watching.  He wantsthe disciples to learn how
to handle similar situations, because there are going to be times of
trouble in the team.

It’s been said,“Even in a pile of
manure, a flower will grow.” So too,
even when sweet friends act stinky,
use that as an opportunity to minister
and teach affectively.  Incidents of
adversity can develop into real special
discipling opportunities.  You have to
remember people know what you
believe not by what you say but by
what you do.

Still, Jesus does not simply have the team around Him watching, but
He invests spiritual authority in them that they might minister to the
same degree that He does.  He gave them the authority to teach and
to cast out demons.  He has significant work for them to fulfill, not just

To allow others to be
raised up to replace you
in ministry is really an
act of humility, and it is
non-negotiable in
discipleship.
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to be busy doing all the grunt work.  The authority He has given them
will be used in the work He has set up for them.  He basically gave
them the authority to preach from His pulpit.  This is showing a lot of
confidence in the individual.  By giving them authority, He is stepping
back out of the limelight.  He is preparing them to work in the same
capacity that He does.  This is an act of real humility.  To allow others
to be raised up to replaceyou in ministry is really an act of humility,
and it is non-negotiable in discipleship.

3:28 “ Truly I say to you, all sins shall be forgiven the sons of
men, and whatever blasphemies they utter;  29 but whoever
blasphemes against the Holy Spirit never has forgiveness, but
is guilty of an eternal sin”—30 because they were saying, “He
has an unclean spirit.”

These people were calling Jesus possessed.They were looking at
what God was doing and calling it demonic.  He says that is blasphemy
against the Spirit.

Biblical blasphemyhas two parts.

1.Exalting the character of man to be equal with that of God
– Lucifer was cast out of heaven because he said, ‘I want to be
co-God.’  When we put ourselves on the thrones of our lives in
the place of God thinking we know better than God, that’s
blasphemy.

2.Reducing God to failure by accruing to Him the fallible
attributes of man, making God less than God- Practically
speaking, when something bad happens,& we begin to
question the character of God by saying; if I were God I
wouldn’t let this happen, God must be unloving, uncaring,
unable to forgive, or powerless to intercede, then I am
blaspheming God.  Nowa lot of Christians struggle in that area.

Jesus saysblasphemy is forgivable.  What isn’t forgivable is
blaspheming the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit comes alongside people
and tells them they need Jesus.  When a person looks at that, and
says, “No that’s not God,” then they are rejecting Christ.  When
someone hearing the spirit, responds to what the Spirit is telling them,
and says, “Yeah, I do need Jesus in my life,” that puts an end to the
blasphemy in which that person lived.



The Discipler– Inductive studies in the gospel of Mark

27

3:31 Then His mother and His brothers arrived, and standing
outside they sent word to Him and called Him. 32 A crowd was
sitting around Him, and they said to Him, “Behold, Your mother
and Your brothers are outside looking for You.” 33 Answering
them, He said, “Who are My mother and My brothers?”  34
Looking about at those who were sitting around Him, He said, “
Behold My mother and My brothers! 35 “For whoever does the
will of God, he is My brother and sister and mother.”

He has a general plan for discipleship of His team.  They will learn the
ministry by being around Him and doing the ministry first hand.  He is
going to give them real ministry opportunities from which to learn.
They will be at His side unless He sends them out to preach and to
cast out demons.  Their focuswill be to minister to the inner man.  The
focus of discipleship is spiritual growth.  The more they grow, the more
productive they will become in the ministry.  He encourages the
disciples by telling them that they are His family.  He reaffirms them
by letting them know that they are doing the will of God.  Knowing
that they are doing the will of God will keep them together as a tight-
knit group.

When you see geese heading south for the winter flying along in a "V"
formation, you might be interested in knowing that science has
understood why they fly like that. Research has revealed that as each
bird flaps its wings, it createsuplift for the bird directly behind it. By
flying in this "V" formation the whole flock adds at least 71% greater
flying range than if the bird was to fly on its own. (People who share a
common direction and sense of community get where they are going
more quickly and easier because they are traveling on another's
thrust) When a bird falls out of formation, it suddenly feels the drag
and resistance of trying to do it alone. It quickly gets back into
formation and takes advantage of the lifting power of the bird in front
of it. When the lead goose gets tired, he rotates back into the "V" and
another goose takes the point. The geese honk from behind to
encourage those up front to keep up their speed.And finally, when a
goose gets sick or is wounded by gun fire and falls out, two other
geese fall out of formation and follow it down and stay with it until is
able to fly again or is dead, and then they launch out in their own
formation to catch up with their group. Who ever thought of the little
insult "you silly goose" didn't really know much about geese.  That is
team work.  That is what Jesus is building– a strong team.
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Jesus withdraws from the crowds that He might be alone with the
twelve so He can clearly communicate His plan to them away from the
stresses of the ministry.  This is an example of a retreat.We can’t be
afraid to move away from our ministry to be ministered to by theLord.  If
we are, then who are we really dependant on?
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Farming 101

Have you ever taken off your watch and without thinking wiped your
nose with your hand, or rubbed your eye with your knuckle? If you
have, you know what I am talking about.  It’s that smell!  I don’t know
what it is, but my goodness it stinks!  It’s because I forget to take my
watch off for a while and when I finally do the sweat has dried, and it’s
potent.  Everybody likely knows that smell. It’s the bottom of the
watch smell.  We concentrate so much on time that we forget to take
our watch off and that’s when the odor kicks in.God, on the other
hand, is not interested in keeping time as we do.  He is interested in
doing things right not fast.

Mark4:1 He began to teach again by the sea. And such a very
large crowd gathered to Him that He got into a boat in the sea
and sat down; and the whole crowd was by the sea on the land.
2 And He was teaching them many things in parables, and was
saying to them in His teaching, 3 “Listen to this! Behold, the
sower went out to sow; 4 as he was sowing, some seed fell
beside the road, and the birds came and ate it up.  5 “Other
seed fell on the rocky ground where it did not have much soil;
and immediately it sprang up because it had no depth of soil.  6
“And after the sun had risen, it was scorched; and because it
had no root, it withered away.  7 “Other seed fell among the
thorns, and the thorns came up and choked it, and it yielded no
crop. 8 “Other seeds fell into the good soil, and as they grew up
and increased, they yielded a crop and produced thirty, sixty,
and a hundredfold.”  9 And He was saying,“He who has ears to
hear, let him hear.”

There are a lot of people who don’t understand a lot of what Jesus
said.  I have met a lot of non-Christians who say Jesus was a good
teacher.Nowwait a second.  Good communication depends on three
things; an emissary, a recipient, and a clear line of communication.
What confuses a message is either a lousy messenger or a lot of
interference.  If I just had my wisdom teeth pulled and I tried to say to
you ‘Jesus loves you’ it would come out sounding like ‘Jesus laughs at
you’.  Now I know what I wanted to say but my condition made me a
bad messenger.  Likewise if on the phone, there is a bad connection,
then we are not going to understand each other.  Or if I yell at the cab
driver to stop short of running over the cat in the road, but the driver
is hearing impaired …Meow, squish!  If the guy listening understands
what has been said, that is COMMUNICATION!
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Now if you gauged Jesus teaching as well as His communication skills
by the understanding of whatHe taught, a lot of people today,
Christians and non-Christians alike, would not callHim a good teacher.
Yet many are of the opinionthat He was a‘good’ teacher.  Isn’t that
strange? Jesus would often speak in word pictures that most people
even today do not even remotely understand which would lead one to
think that ifHe was so good at teaching why areHis teachings so
confusing?

Jesus is speaking in parables, and we discoverHe is doing so, to hide
the mystery of the kingdom.  Look close…

4:10 As soon as He was alone, His followers, along with the
twelve, began asking Him about the parables. 11 And He was
saying to them, “To you has been given the mystery of the
kingdom of God, but those who are outside get everything in
parables,  12 so that WHILE SEEING, THEY MAY SEE AND NOT
PERCEIVE, AND WHILE HEARING, THEY MAY HEAR AND NOT
UNDERSTAND, OTHERWISE THEY MIGHT RETURN AND BE
FORGIVEN.”

His discipleswere just as confused as everyone else andhad to come
toHim andask what it was that He was communicatingWhatHe says
in this section is absolutely revolutionary.  To the disciplesHe gives
and reveals everythingHe keeps and hides from the multitudes.  That
is important to understand.  He speaksHis message in a way that
people will have to wrestle to comprehend and He tells them so!  He
does it so that the multitudes will not understand or perceive it and be
saved.  Now that sounds shocking.  It’s like the nail in the slide.  When
you slide down a slideit’s nice and smooth until someone hammers a
nail up thru the middle.  OUCH!  This is one of those nails.  Clearly, it
seemsHe doesn’t want the multitudes to repent and be forgiven.  Well
the solution to this better be real clear and simple because that is
almost dangerousto hearHim say.  Keep looking…

4:13 And He said to them, “Do you not understand this
parable? How will you understand all the parables?  14 “The
sower sows the word.  15 “These are the ones who are beside
the road where the word is sown; and when they hear,
immediately Satan comes and takes away the word which has
been sown in them.  16 “In a similar way these are the ones on
whom seed was sown on the rocky places, who, when they
hear the word, immediately receive it with joy;  17 and they
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have no firm root in themselves, but are only temporary; then,
when affliction or persecution arises because of the word,
immediately they fall away.  18 “And others are theones on
whom seed was sown among the thorns; these are the ones
who have heard the word,  19 but the worries of the world, and
the deceitfulness of riches, and the desires for other things
enter in and choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful. 20 “And
those are the ones on whom seed was sown on the good soil;
and they hear the word and accept it and bear fruit, thirty,
sixty, and a hundredfold.”

He speaks of something everyone could relate to because it was all
farm land up there.Now, in farming, thepurpose of sowing or
scattering seed is to ultimately bear fruit.Obviously a farmer doesn’t
scatter just to scatter. His purpose is to bear fruit, and as effectively
as possible.  The fruitfulness of the sowing is measured by the soil.
The difference inthe soil is due to the degree of preparation that has
gone into the soil.  A good sower sows where the soil has been
prepared the best, right?  Well take the average sower of seed.  Now a
sower walking on the path throws two or maybe three meters at best.
The seed lands in different places.  Our Lord names those places, and
what happens to the seed.

1.Seed that is sown on the path is eaten by the birds immediately
2.The2nd seedHe mentions takes a bit longer to die
3.The3rd seed grows but never bears fruit
4.The last seed falls on good soil and voila!

They are types of hearts!  People are not all prepared the same.
Some people are prepared better than others to receive the message.
The goal, remember, is to bear fruit.  Jesus is explainingHis teachings
only to those that have been prepared well.  The object is to bear the
maximum amount of fruit.The goal is to create the maximum capacity
of fruitfulness in the lives of the peopleHe is discipling.  He wants to equip
people to turn around and invest in others.  Not everyone will receive
the same amount of time.  Jesus doesn’t want to waste time investing
in the kind of hearts that are not prepared well, hard and crusty,
shallow, impulsive, or worldly and greedy.  Jesus only sows on the 4th

type of soil.  Now if that isn’t revolutionary I don’t know what is.

Notice the shallow heart and the weedy heart both have growth
occurring.  For the person with a shallow heart, His commitment to
Christ is dependent on fair weather.  For the person with a weedy
hearthe continues to grow but never produces fruit.  If you lead a



The Discipler– Inductive studies in the gospel of Mark

32

person to Christ; if they are not prepared well it’s going to end bad.
There are hearts that hear the Word and actually begin to grow, it
demonstrates a response.  Now it is an emotional response, Jesus
shows that to us, that they receive it with joy, but they have no firm
root and in time of temptation they fall away.  The 3rd type of soil is
the one who grows and goes on his way and is too consumed with the
World and what it offers, and neverproduces fruit.  There is continued
growth but no fruit.

I have heard it said, “Never argue with a stupid person. First they’ll
drag you down to their level, then they will beat youwith experience.”
We don’t see Jesus arguing.  He throws out the seed and waits for a
response.God has a plan forgrowth and fruit in His kingdom.  Invest
the most time and energy in those that are prepared the best and
leave time for God to prepare the rest.If I try to cram the gospel
down the throat of someone who hasn’t been at all prepared, it will get
choked out and come to nothing.

4:21 And He was saying to them,“A lamp is not brought to be
put under a basket, is it, or under a bed? Is it not brought to be
put on thelamp stand?  22“For nothing is hidden, except to be
revealed; nor has anything been secret, but that it would come
to light.  23“If anyone has ears to hear, let him hear.”  24 And
He was saying to them, “Take care what you listen to. By your
standard of measure it will be measured to you; and more will
be given you besides.  25“For whoever has, to him more shall
be given; and whoever does not have, even what he has shall
be taken away from him.”

In this parable, the disciples are the lamp.  He wants to light them on
fire that they might turn around and shine the light to others.
Remember Jesus wanted to touch lives individually, soHe would.  As
Jesus touched thedisciple’s lives, they in turn would touch others
lives.  However there was a rule of thumb in reaching out.

Our Lord’sstandard in ministry was repeated over and over to His
disciples as fruit, crops, and fruitfulness rather than unfruitfulness.  His
standard of measure was fruit.  In the ministry my standard of
measure must be fruit.  If my standard of measure in the ministry is
fruitthen it will be measured to me, but if it is anything other than
fruit then even what little growth seems apparent will die.  The goal of
Jesus ministry was fruit bearing, creating fruitful lives.  The point and
purpose of ministry is not to make pew sitters, it’s to make fruitful
disciples.  A fruitful life is one that is changed to such a degree that it
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reproduces Christ in others.  Fruit is not growth, but fruit is the
willingness to receive the word apart from an emotional response.  The
key to fruitfulness is how well prepared someone’s heart is to receive
the word. Jesus has already clarified that God prepares.  It is this
preparation that dictates where the work of God will be received.

4:26 And He was saying, “The kingdom of God is like a man
who casts seed upon the soil; 27 and he goes to bed at night
and gets up by day, and the seed sprouts and grows—how, he
himself does not know.  28 “The soil produces crops by itself;
first the blade, then the head, then the mature grain in the
head.  29 “But when the crop permits, he immediately puts in
the sickle, because the harvest has come.”

God is always working on preparing people.  Jesus is interested in
doing things right, not fast.Heisn’t sowing where the soil isn’t
prepared.  Jesus is the master sower.  Once the seed has been sown
there are stages of growth.  Invest in ground that is prepared and let
God do the rest.  Wait and see for sufficient fruit before putting in the
sickle.  Salvation is not as much an event as it is a process.  Although
salvation comes in a moment, it involves a lifetime of growth, a
process.

Let me give an example…  Someone comes to church, and prays to
get saved.  The wisest thing to do would be to see what happens.
Following Jesus example the smartest way to approach this person
would actually be to just wait and see ‘if it sticks.’  If I was to invest all
sorts of time and energy into this person only to see them ‘bail out’
when times get tough, it would be incredibly frustrating.  Jesus is
saying, ‘See if it sticks before youcommit to spend all you're time and
energy on it, if it sticks then invest everything you’ve got!’

4:30 And He said, “How shall we picture the kingdom of God,
or by what parable shall we present it?  31 “It is like a mustard
seed, which, when sown upon the soil, though it is smaller than
all the seeds that are upon the soil,  32 yet when it is sown, it
grows up and becomes larger than all the garden plants and
forms large branches; so  BIRDS OF THE AIR can NEST UNDER
ITS SHADE.”

Now hespeaks of the process of the seed sown taking affect in a
heart.  It is said, “Anyone who thinks that they are too small to make
a difference, has never been in bed with a mosquito.”  There is a
responsibility after evangelism.  Of all the methods of ministry,
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evangelism starts out the smallest but it grows the biggest.  The seed
needs to be sown.  Who is going to do it?  Will you leave it to me?  I
will do it and do my best because when compared to the process of
discipleship it is tiny.  It is the easy part.  Let’s be discerning seed
sowers one and all.

Notice that last verse about birds.
Birds are usually always bad in the
bible.  Growing Christians have to
be careful of the schemes and tricks
of theenemy.  As growing
Christians, we are not impervious to
the attacks of the enemy.

4:33 With many such parables He was speaking the word to
them, so far as they were able to hear it; 34 and He did not
speak to them without a parable; but He was explaining
everything privately to His own disciples.

Jesus is teaching the disciples and preparing the multitudes.  What He
desired shaped His ministry- fruit.  Remember, success in ministry is
measured by fruit. Jesus spoke in word pictures to the multitudes.
Word pictures can be very powerful. If someone understands the word
picture they might be prepared for the message.They are candidates
for fruit bearers. Jesus explained the big picture toHis disciples
because He knew if they see the big picture they would survive the
ministry.He practiced the ministry properly by sowing seed where the
ground was prepared the best and allowed God the Father time to
prepare the rest.  By wrongly practicing the ministry we can actually do
more harm than good.The bible has to be our filter for every idea of
life andministry.  If ministry is dependant on anything other than the
Lord Jesus Christ it will not stand.  The Christian comes tobethrough
time and patience.  It is God’s work, so Christ warns us to sow the
word where it will benefit.  If the word of God is not the backbone of
ministry, then ministry is finished.

Invest the most time and
energy in those that are
prepared the best and
leave time for God to
prepare the rest.
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The Case of the 4 miracles
In the next segment of Mark, Jesus bringsHis disciples into four

humanly impossible situations.  First,He drives them into a stormy sea
with at least four experienced sailors on deck but they were convinced
that they would die.  Jesus shows themHe has power and immediately
stills the storm.  Secondly, when they get to the other side alive, a
man possessed by demons charges at them, only to fall down on his
knees before Jesus.  Jesus shows power over the supernatural world
asHe casts out the demons, sending the man previously possessed,
into the area around to share his testimony with others.  Thirdly, on
the trip back, they confront awoman with an untreatable disease.
Jesus heals thewoman to showHis power over disease.  Fourthly,
makingHis way to a synagogue official’s houseHe raises a girl from
the dead and showsHis power over death.  Jesus showsHis disciples
how easy miracles are forHim because ofHis faith in the Father.  The
disciples reaction is often fear, however fear and faith do not mix.
Jesus exposesHis disciples to the supernatural in the everyday, armed
only with the words…Just believe.

Let’s get into it.

4:35 On that day, when evening came, He said to them, “Let
us cross over to the other side”. 36 Leaving the crowd, they
took Him along with them in the boat, just as He was; and
other boats were with Him. 37 And there arose a fierce gale of
wind, and the waves were breaking over the boat so much that
the boat was already filling up. 38 Jesus Himself was in the
stern, asleep on the cushion; and they woke Him and said to
Him, “Teacher, do You not care that we are perishing?” 39 And
He got up and rebuked the wind and said to the sea, “Hush, be
still.” And the wind died down and it became perfectly calm. 40
And He said to them, “Why are you afraid? Do you still have no
faith?”  41 They became very much afraid and said to one
another, “Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea
obey Him?”

I love this paragraph!  It is so rich with meaning.  Jesus tellsHis
disciples “Let us go over to the other side.”So they do and they
encounter a storm that is so incredible that they actually thought that
they would die.  The Sea of Galilee is over650 feet below sea level
and evidently that can make for some pretty crazy storms.  Well the
disciples go to Jesus and wakeHim up.  Jesus stands up, and
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probably with a yawn and stretch says “Hush, be still.” This was
incredible!  No one had ever seen anything like that!

Jesus rebukes the wind and the
waves.  Now let’s think simply,
there was a very practical need
for the wind and the waves to
die down.  Jesus allows the
disciples to get all worked up
and excited so thatHe might
give them faith in the
supernatural power of God.

That’s just like our situations.  We get all crazy and frantic thinking
the world is going to end forus.  God waits.  It gets worse…maybe not
in reality but surely in our own mentality when we imagine all the
worst possibilities that could result from our situation, and when we
get to our wits end, we cry out to the Lord.  What happens? With a
stretch and a yawn, “Hush, be still.”He wants us to believe in the
supernatural ability of God.  He wants us to know and believe thatHe
cares for us.

Fear and faith don’t mix.  Fear is a lack of faith IN JESUS CHRIST!

5:1 They came to the other side of the sea, into the country of
the Gerasenes. 2 When He got out of the boat, immediately a
man from the tombs with an unclean spirit met Him, 3 and he
had his dwelling among the tombs. And no one was able to bind
him anymore, even with a chain; 4 because he had often been
bound with shackles and chains, and the chains had been torn
apart by him and the shackles broken in pieces, and no one was
strong enough to subdue him. 5 Constantly, night and day, he
was screaming among the tombs and in the mountains, and
gashing himself with stones. 6 Seeing Jesus from a distance, he
ran up and bowed down before Him; 7 and shouting witha loud
voice, he said, “ What business do we have with each other,
Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I implore You by God, do not
torment me!” 8 For He had been saying to him, “Come out of
the man, you unclean spirit!”  9 And He was asking him, “What
is your name?” And he said to Him, “My name is Legion; for we
are many.” 10 And he began to implore Him earnestly not to
send them out of the country. 11 Now there was a large herd of
swine feeding nearby on the mountain. 12 The demons
implored Him, saying, “Send us into the swine so that we may

If the people we are
discipling do not see the
supernatural power of God
in our lives then they won�t
have the faith to be used by
God in supernatural ways.
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enter them.” 13 Jesus gave them permission. And coming out,
the unclean spirits entered the swine; and the herd rushed
down the steep bank into the sea, about two thousand of them;
and they were drowned in the sea.

5:14 Their herdsmen ran away and reported it in the city and
in the country. And the people came to see what it was that
had happened. 15 They came to Jesus and observed the man
who had been demon-possessed sitting down, clothed and in
his right mind, the very man who had had the“legion”; and
they became frightened. 16 Those who had seen it described to
them how it had happened to the demon-possessed man, and
all about the swine. 17 And they began to implore Him to leave
their region. 18 As He was getting into the boat, the man who
had been demon-possessed was imploring Him that he might
accompany Him. 19 And He did not let him, but He said to him,
“ Go home to your people and report to them what great things
the Lord has done for you, and how He had mercy on you.”  20
And he went away and began to proclaim in Decapolis what
great things Jesus had done for him; and everyone was
amazed.

Jesus crosses the sea.  It is clear thatHe knew there was work for
him to do on this other side of the sea.  We know that because
immediately after this situationHe leaves.  This is allHe came to do.
Watch!  When Jesus gets out of the boat, the demon possessed man
comes running to him.  This man was the fiercest, most aggressive,
and horrifying man the disciples have ever met.  Jesus casts the
demons out right in front of the disciples.  If you think I am making a
big deal out of it, I am.  Not only doesHe cast them out in front of the
disciples to see, but it was also in front of herdsmen.BeforeHe sends
them outHe actually begins to have a conversation with the demons!
Now if that doesn’t strike you as odd, then you’re not paying attention.
He has a chat with Legion.  WHY!?  Look.  He is doing that in front of
His disciples and herdsmen.  He is showingHis disciples how great this
supernatural power really is.  Now the herdsmen’s witness of this
event would only strengthen the testimony of the man that was
possessed.  They could verify everything that the man claimed.  That
is why Jesus said, you can’t come with us.  Why would Jesus turn
down someone wanting to follow and serve?  He knows that this man
can be a powerful witness among his own people.  Jesus demonstrates
His power over the demonic to give His disciples stronger faith in His
power.
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5:21 When Jesus had crossed over again in the boat to the
other side, a large crowd gathered around Him; and so He
stayed by the seashore. 22 One of the synagogue officials
named Jairus came up, and on seeing Him, fell at His feet 23
and implored Him earnestly, saying, “My littledaughter is at
the point of death; please come and lay Your hands on her, so
that she will get well and live.” 24 And He went off with him;
and a large crowd was following Him and pressing in on Him.

5:25 A woman who had had a hemorrhage for twelve years, 26
and had endured much at the hands of many physicians, and
had spent all that she had and was not helped at all, but rather
had grown worse—27 after hearing about Jesus, she came up
in the crowd behind Him and touched His cloak. 28 For she
thought, “If I just touch His garments, I will get well.” 29
Immediately the flow of her blood was dried up; and she felt in
her body that she was healed of her affliction. 30 Immediately
Jesus, perceiving in Himself that the power proceeding from
Him had gone forth,turned around in the crowd and said, “Who
touched My garments?”  31 And His disciples said to Him, “You
see the crowd pressing in on You, and You say, ‘Who touched
Me?’” 32 And He looked around to see the woman who had
done this. 33 But the woman fearing and trembling, aware of
what had happened to her, came and fell down before Him and
told Him the whole truth. 34 And He said to her, “Daughter,
your faith has made you well; go in peace and be healed of
your affliction.”

The hemorrhaging woman is met onthe way to heal this little girl.
Many physicians have tried to heal and treat this woman, but no one
can.  The point when the woman touches Jesus is the culmination of
her faith.  It wasn’t how much faith she had.  It was the reality of her
faith.  She had faith that Jesus could do this.  Her faith was not just in
faith, but it was in Jesus.  If our faith is in faith, we will never have
enough.  We will end up saying you just need to have faith.  That’s
dangerous ground.  Her faithwas in him.  So real was it that she
risked being killed to touch him.  By her being in the crowd in that
unclean state, she could have legally been stoned to death for it.
Jesus showsHis supernatural power over disease, butHe makes sure
that the woman is around to give her testimony.

5:35 While He was still speaking, they came from the house of
the synagogue official, saying, “Your daughter has died; why
trouble the Teacher anymore?” 36 But Jesus, overhearing what
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was being spoken, said to the synagogue official,“Do not be
afraid any longer, only believe.”  37 And He allowed no one to
accompany Him, except Peter and James and John the brother
of James. 38 They came to the house of the synagogue official;
and He saw a commotion, and people loudly weeping and
wailing. 39 Andentering in, He said to them, “Why make a
commotion and weep? The child has not died, but is asleep.”
40 They began laughing at Him. But putting them all out, He
took along the child’s father and mother and His own
companions, and entered the room where the child was. 41
Taking the child by the hand, He said to her, “Talitha kumi!”
which translated means, “Little girl, I say to you, get up!”. 42
Immediately the girl got up and began to walk, for she was
twelve years old. And immediately they were completely
astounded. 43 And He gave them strict orders that no one
should know about this, and He said that something should be
given her to eat.

Now Jesus makes it to the synagogue official’s house.  His daughter is
already dead.  Jesus takes withHim into the room the child’s parents,
Peter, James and John.  Jesus puts everyone else outside.  He wanted
these five privately to see what was going to happen.  Jesus tells the
little girl to get up and she does, and asks the five not to tell anyone.
This miracle was private for them alone.

All of these situations are humanly impossible.  No man has ever
raised anyone from the dead or rebuked the wind.  He casts out
demons and cures the sick who can not be cured.These are all
demonstrations tothe disciples of thesupernatural power of God.
They all take place within the context of everyday life.  Someevents
were planned and some justcame up.  Jesus makesthemost out of
every opportunity.  People need to see the power of God as it pertains
to the everyday life.  We need to look for opportunities to show those
we are discipling, the supernatural power of God.  If the people that I
am discipling do not see the supernatural power of God in my life then
they will not have the faith to go out and be used by God in
supernatural ways.

A man had no ears; he simply never had any ears.  He used to
interview job applicants for his company. One morning a fellow came
in towith a job resume and the first question he asked right off the
bat was“Son, do you notice anythingpeculiar about me?” The young
man was terribly embarrassed.  Finally he just had to say,“Well yes
sir, you don’t have ears.” Well he didn’t give him much time, he asked
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him some questions and he dismissed him.  And as he was leaving he
thought well thatwas a mistake, so he gota hold of the fellow next in
line for an interview, kind of a street-wise kid and he said,“when you
go in there don’t mention the fact that he doesn’t have any ears.”
“Right!” So he walked in and sat down and sure enough the man
asked“Do you notice anything peculiar about me?”  And the kid said
“Yes sir you're wearing contact lenses.”  He said“Well yeah that’s right
but how did you know that.”  He said“if you had ears you’d be
wearing glasses.”  Just as this kid learned from someoneelse’s
experience, so too those we disciple can learn from our experience
that God is ready to act supernaturally in our lives.Many people that
are led to the Lord live anemic lives because they do not see the
supernatural power of God.  The people that we are discipling must
see the supernatural power of God in our lives then they will have the
faith to go out and be used by God in supernatural ways.

People have situations in their lives that cannot be solved by human
means.  By stepping out infaith we are able to show disciples how God is
able to come through in difficult situations.  Jesus is intentionally and
actively finding situations in whichHe might demonstrate the supernatural
power of God toHis disciples.  He wants them to believe that God is able
to do all things, especially things that they cannot do.

When I was in Israel at a church called Calvary Chapel Jerusalem, a
verybreathtaking thing took place while I ministered there.  Pastor
Bradley had just given a bible study and we were administering the
tea and cake to the people.  We put the electric water kettle on the
tray with the cookies and cups, and I set out to distribute them.Now
my hands were both holding the tray so everyone would have to pour
their own and serve themselves.  Well the first person to pour
accidentally poured the entire contents of the water kettle onto my
arms as I held the tray.  Screaming out in agony was not a choice, but
being that the cups and napkins on the tray were soaked along with
my arms, though scalded would be a more appropriate description, I
took the tray back into the kitchen to clean up the mess.  After wiping
off my arms as well as the dishes I went back to serving tea.  My arms
were fine.  It was an absolute miracle.  I didn’t have timeto stop
serving, so we didn’t make a big deal out of it; nevertheless it was not
a normal experience.  Throughout the next two weeks I had to work
on the church’s new facility, which meant using tools, and holding
things that I would’ve been prevented from with scalded arms and
hands.  It was a situation which couldn’t be solved through human
means.  Apparently the Lord saw fit to spare me for service.
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How does this work practically for everyone?  Dads, when your son
sees you going through difficult times, and trusting in God to get you
through; that makes a lasting impression.  Moms when you're
daughters see you run into trouble financially or health-wise, and they
watch you go into your prayer closet rather than lose your composure
and begin to blame God; that will stick with them forever.  Christians
when your friends see you hurt by a death in the family yet maintain
joy as you continue to share about Jesus with them– that affects
them in a way that they cannot resist.These are all circumstances
that can only be helped by the supernatural power of God.
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Humble Heart of a Hero
In the book of Daniel we read that Shadrach Meshech and Abednego

were thrown into a really hot spot.  Actually Nebuchadnezzar the King
of Babylon had thrown them into a furnace that was stoked 7 times
hotter than usual.  After they were thrown in, the King watched with
amazement as they did not burn.  The three boys just hung out in the
fire, without it really getting to them.  Well you say, that’s not
realistic!  That’s what Nebuchadnezzar said, he looked in and said
“Wait, didn’t we throw three men into the fiery furnace, and yet I see
four men loose, walking in the midst of the fire”.  Amazing! It was
Jesus that was in there with them.  The king says the fourth one looks
like the Son of Man.  Listen, people see us going through the fire and
they are either impressed or amazed at how we seem to get through,
or they are not.  It’s simple.  We either shock people at the endurance
we are able to have in trials or we don’t.  People often are amazed at
the source of comfort, of strength, & of wisdom that we have as
Christians, because they just see us as ordinary people, yet we are so
much more.

So too, in Mark, Jesus comes toHis home town of Capernaum and
demonstrates power, wisdom, and authority. The people wonder at the
source ofHis incredible wisdom and power.InCapernaum,whereHe
lived, the people knew ofHis family and recognized them.  The people
were not able to take inHis teaching, because they couldn’t
understand howHe could be natural and supernatural at the same
time.  The people see something in Jesus but they know thatHe is just
a normal man.  The listeners know all the right things but they are
unable to apply them practically.

Mark6:1 Jesus went out from there and came into His
hometown; and His disciples followed Him. 2 When the Sabbath
came, He began to teach in the synagogue; and the many
listeners were astonished, saying, “Where did this man get
these things, and what is this wisdom given to Him, and such
miracles as these performed by His hands? 3 “Is not this the
carpenter, the son of Mary, and brother of James and Joses and
Judas and Simon? Are not His sisters here with us?” And they
took offense at Him. 4 Jesus said to them,“A prophet is not
without honor except in his hometown and among his own
relatives and in his own household.”  5 And He could do no
miracle there except that He laid His hands on a few sick
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people and healed them. 6 And He wondered at their unbelief.
And He was going around the villages teaching.

Rather than listening to him they take offence atHim, because their
hearts were hard.  They recognize something aboutHim is special, yet
they knowHe is a normal man.  They knowHis family.  They can’t
reconcile this with whatHe is teaching them, and that is causing
ineffectiveness for him.

6:7 And He summoned the twelve and began to send them out
in pairs, and gave them authority over the unclean spirits; 8
and He instructed them that they should take nothing for their
journey, except a mere staff—no bread, no bag, no money in
their belt—9 but to wear sandals; and He added, “Do not put on
two tunics.”  10 And He said to them, “Wherever you enter a
house, stay there until you leave town.  11 “Any place that
does not receive you or listen to you, as you go out from there,
shake the dust off the soles of your feet for a testimony against
them.”  12 They went out and preached that men should
repent. 13 And they were casting out many demons and were
anointingwith oil many sick people and healing them.

Jesus can no longer effectively minister.  They weren’t receivingHis
ministry, soHe changesHis method.  He must step out of the limelight
and let the disciples come forward.  He is not able to minister because
the people know whoHe is.  This is the opportunity for the disciples to
step up.  He summons the twelve and begins to send them out in
pairs.  He uses the opportunity ofHis own ineffectiveness to increase
the effectiveness of others.  He instructs them to rely fully on God.  He
sends them out with spiritual authority to carry out whatHe expects
them to do.Obviously this must be very encouraging for the disciples
to be givenresponsibility.  He gives them everything they will need to
minister effectively.  We shouldn’t be afraid to step down and let
others minister in our place.  This is a huge sign of humility.

6:14 And King Herod heard of it, for His name had become well
known; and people were saying,“John the Baptist has risen
from the dead, andthat is why these miraculous powers are at
work in Him.” 15 But others were saying, “He is Elijah.” And
others were saying, “He is a prophet, like one of the prophets
of old.” 16 But when Herod heard of it, he kept saying, “John,
whom I beheaded, has risen!”
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Herod now hears of what’s going on.  He hears all this amazing stuff,
and doesn’t know what to make of it.  Isn’t that interesting?  That’s
the same problem the people of Capernaum had.  Knowing all the right
stuff but not being able to apply it practically.  It is the effect of a hard
heart.

6:17 For Herod himself had sent and had John arrested and
bound in prison on account of Herodias, the wife of his brother
Philip, because he had married her. 18 For John had been
saying to Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s
wife.” 19 Herodias had a grudge against him and wanted to put
him to death and could not do so;  20 for Herod was afraid of
John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and he
kept him safe. And when he heard him, he was very perplexed;
but he used to enjoy listening to him. 21 A strategic day came
when Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for his lords and
military commanders and the leading men of Galilee; 22 and
when the daughter of Herodias herself came in and danced, she
pleased Herod and his dinner guests; and the king said to the
girl, “Ask me for whatever you want and I will give it to you.”
23 And he swore to her, “Whatever you ask of me, I will give it
to you; up to half of my kingdom.” 24 And she went out and
said to her mother, “What shall I ask for?” And she said, “The
head of John the Baptist.” 25 Immediately she came in a hurry
to the king and asked, saying, “I want you to give me at once
the head of John the Baptist on a platter.” 26 And although the
king was very sorry, yet because of his oaths and because of
his dinner guests, he was unwilling to refuse her. 27
Immediately the king sent an executioner and commanded him
to bring back his head. And he went and had him beheaded in
the prison, 28 and brought his head on a platter, and gave it to
the girl; and the girl gave it to her mother. 29 When His
disciples heard about this, they came and took away his body
and laid it in a tomb.

Herod knew that John was a righteous man.  Herod thinks that John
is the one doing all this stuff that he is hearing about.  Herod had John
locked up in his basement, in his dungeon.  However Herod did like to
bring him out to listen to the great things that John had to say.  Herod
knew that John was holy and righteous, but he also knew that John
was just a man.  So he couldn’t reconcile the two.

Let’s compare whatpeople in this segment are thinking.  Herod,
believing Jesus was John the Baptist thought, ‘he’s holy & righteous,
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but he’s only a man.  The townspeople thoughtthat Jesus was wise
and miraculous, butagain thathe was just a man.  People weren’t
able to reconcile what they werehearing Jesusteach with the
assumption that He was just a man.

Now Herod liked John but we see that he still killed John despite what
he thought because his heart was hardened.  His heart was hardened
because he worried about what other people thought.  Ooh doesn’t
that come close to home?  I tend to worry about what others think,
maybe you do too.  Does that mean we are in danger of getting a hard
heart?  Watch this:

6:30 The apostles gathered together with Jesus; and they
reported to Him all that they had done and taught. 31 And He
said to them, “Come away by yourselves to a secluded place
and rest a while.” For there were many people coming and
going, and they did not even have time to eat. 32 They went
away in the boat to a secluded place by themselves.

The disciples have just returned
from doing fantastic miracles.
They are in need of a big lesson
on humility.  So Jesus takesHis
disciples away.Listen; if we are
going to keepour focus in life, in
ministry, in parenting, in
husbanding, whatever the
ministry is, we have to take time
to get away from it all, to get
focused.

 The disciples had become increasingly selfreliant.  Jesus had been
teaching them to be God-reliant.  Jesus sent them out with limited
resources with the hope that they would realize and discover the
unlimited resources of God, thereby becoming increasingly God reliant.
However when they came back, their focus was themselves, which
means they were not able to apply practically whatHe was teaching
them.Their hearts were hardening.  Even in that tight knit group
under Jesus himself, their hearts were hardening.

6:33 The people saw them going, and many recognized them
and ran there together on foot from all the cities, and got there
ahead of them. 34 When Jesus went ashore, He saw a large
crowd, and He felt compassion for them because they were like

…as they become self
reliant and their hearts
harden, they begin to really
miss the heart of the Lord.
Jesus � had compassion,
and the disciples were only
thinking of themselves.
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sheep without a shepherd; and He began to teachthem many
things. 35 When it was already quite late, His disciples came to
Him and said, “ This place is desolate and it is already quite
late; 36 send them away so that they may go into the
surrounding countryside and villages and buy themselves
something to eat.” 37 But He answered them, “You give them
something to eat!”  And they said to Him, “Shall we go and
spend two hundred denarii on bread and give them something
to eat?” 38 And He said to them, “How many loaves do you
have? Go look!” And when they found out, they said, “Five, and
two fish.” 39 And He commanded them all to sit down by
groups on the green grass. 40 They sat down in groups of
hundreds and of fifties. 41 And He took the five loaves and the
two fish, and looking up toward heaven, He blessed the food
and broke the loaves and He kept giving them to the disciples
to set before them; and He divided up the two fish among them
all. 42 They all ate and were satisfied, 43 and they picked up
twelve full baskets of the broken pieces, and also of the fish. 44
There were five thousand men who ate the loaves.

Again Jesus is interrupted fromHis purpose of having a retreat with
His disciples.  He responds with compassion upon the crowd.  He
teaches the crowd for several hours.  Jesus always allowsHis
compassion to overrideHis demand.  The disciples tell Jesus to send
the crowd away to get food.  Jesus tells the disciples, “You feed them.”
Now this is huge, because the disciples knew for a fact that God could
work miraculously.The disciples had justreturned from healing people
and casting out demons.The problem was that they couldn’t
practically apply that, so it was not playing out in their lives.  Their
hearts were hardening.When its time to minister compassionately
their response is, “send them away!’A sure sign thatwe are relying
onourown resources is whenwe begin to get sick and tired of it!

Roger Maris broke the Major League record for home runs in 1962
with 61 homers in a season. Few knew how he suffered from the
pressure, even losing his hair. Maris held up a game in Detroit late in
the season. He stepped back from the plate to watch a flock of geese
pass over the right-field seats.  This was highly unusual: a whole
game, played before thousands, stopped when one man wanted to
watch some geese. Refreshed, Maris stepped back to the plate and hit
the next pitch into the right-field seats just below the spot the geese
had passed moments earlier. Years later, asked about the incident,
Maris said, "I can still see those geese. Watching them was so
peaceful." Ifwe findourselves getting sick of the ministryand
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expressing ittoour friends or toour family,it’s indicative of our
heart’s condition.  Now remember as Christians we are in ministry by
default.  Notice how Jesus redirects their focus.  He looks up to
heaven.  He wantsHis boys’ to bedependant upon God.Ministry is
not supposed to be a place of pressure, anxiety, and stress.  Ministry
is supposed to be a joy.  When we begin to feel like we’re burning out
on ministry because of the stress and anxiety it is a sure sign that we
are relying on our own resources.  Burning out and getting sick of the
ministry are indications of a hardened heart.

Thedisciple’s hearts are becoming hardened.  They had done
miracles out on the mission field, and suddenly they think that
anything they touch will turn to gold.  The problem is as they become
self reliant andtheir hearts harden, they begin to really miss the heart
of the Lord.  Jesus saw the crowd and had compassion, and the
disciples were only thinking of themselves.

6:45  Immediately Jesus made His disciples get into the boat
and go ahead of Him to the other side to Bethsaida, while He
Himself was sending the crowd away. 46 After bidding them
farewell, He left for the mountain to pray.

The theme of all the previous paragraphs has been hardened hearts.
People knew all the right stuff but it wasn’t practically playing out in
their lives.  They were unbelieving, self focused, and prideful.That
comes so close to home, doesn’t it?  Jesus’ ministry was to change the
inner man.  The inner man in all of these people is notright; they still
aren’t having faith in God.

6:47 When it was evening, the boat was in the middle of the
sea, and He was alone on the land. 48 Seeing them straining at
the oars, for the wind was against them, at about the fourth
watch of the night He came to them, walking on the sea; and
He intended to pass by them. 49 But when they saw Him
walking on the sea, they supposed that it was a ghost, and
cried out; 50 for theyall saw Him and were terrified. But
immediately He spoke with them and said to them,“Take
courage; it is I, do not be afraid.”  51 Then He got into the boat
with them, and the wind stopped; and they were utterly
astonished, 52 for they had not gained anyinsight from the
incident of the loaves, but their heart was hardened.

6:53 When they had crossed over they came to land at
Gennesaret, and moored to the shore. 54 When they got out of
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the boat, immediately the people recognized Him, 55 and ran
about that whole country and began to carry here and there on
their pallets those who were sick, to the place they heard He
was. 56 Wherever He entered villages, or cities, or countryside,
they were laying the sick in the market places, and imploring
Him that theymight just touch the fringe of His cloak; and as
many as touched it were being cured.

The Lord wanted them to struggle in the storm.  The Lord wants us to
be struggling in the storms.  Why?  If we are struggling in the storms
it will keep us dependents on God to work supernaturally in our lives.

In1996, Tipper, a cat belonging to Gail Curtis of Tampa, Florida, was
rescued in July while choking on his flea collar when, in thestruggle,
he knocked a telephone off a table and accidentally hit the speed-dial
button for 911.The Lord wants us like tipper the cat, to call out for
help in the midst of the struggle.

 As all of us go through trials in our lives many times we think that
God is far from us.  As we negotiate through the storms of life we
often run out of steam trying our hardest to do it ourselves.  Jesus
wantsHis disciples to be struggling to negotiate through the storm so
that they are dependant on the Lord.  He purposefully brought them
into situations that were too great for them, so that they could not
maneuver through them on their own steam.

The disciples could not figure out howto feed the 5,000.  They
choked, so Jesus took care of it himself, and shows them God’s
supernatural ability.  ThenHe makes the disciples get into a boat and
go to the other side whileHe goes and prays again to getHis ministry
vision refocused on the inner man.He purposefully sends the disciples
into a situation whereHe knows they are going to struggle, and if
that’s not enoughHe doesn’t intend to help them.  He sees them out
in the water straining at the oars, rowing against the wind.They go
through this storm and they think that the Lord is some kind of
terrifying monster with sinister motives.  The Lord looks very strange
to them.  They think Jesus is a ghost.He came to them walking on
the water between 3 and 6 in the morning.  The disciples are trying to
do everything by their own ability.  Jesus walks up to the boat, steps
in, and the waves ceased.  They were astonished because they had not
gained any insight from the incident with the loaves.They weren’t
able to apply what they know about God to their lives.  They were
becoming increasingly self reliant and self focused.Their hearts were
becoming increasingly hardened.
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As disciples of the Lord we are not impervious to hardened hearts.
Even in the Lord’s core team they struggled with hardened hearts.
The problem is that hardened hearts are real bad things.  Herod had a
hardened heart and ended up killing John the Baptist.  Jesus is
teaching His boys that a hardened heart is a dangerous thing.  A
hardened heart at a certain point is like a door that you go through
that shuts behind you.  There is a point of hardness that Herod got to
where despite the fact that he had his own personal preacher in the
basement who he liked to hear, he still committed murder.  As
disciples we can be inundated with good teaching, but still our hearts
can be hardening inside.  We need to be very careful.  A sure sign of a
hardening heart is when we begin to lack compassion for people, when
we become self reliant, and when we go through storms in life thinking
that the Lord is some kind of terrifying monster with sinister motives.
The Lord loves us and wants the best for us; and He allows us to go thru
the storms so that we might cry out for Him, draw near to Him, and
become reliant on Him.
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Under the Knife
This is without a doubt one of the most provocative segments in the

entire Bible, and we need to look carefully at it.  We need to remember
God is extreme!

There is a television station that has come out called ESPN2. It is a
station that captures the entire world of extreme sports.  Guys
jumping off bridges with parachutes in hand, women jumping off hand
made towers with vines attached to their ankles to keep them from
hitting the ground.  The most extreme sports that exist are all
compiled on this station.

 Jesus in writing to the church in Smyrna calls himself the first and
last,He who was dead and has come alive. He describes himself using
extreme opposites.  Our Lord is an extreme God. WhenHe became a
man and dwelt among us that was God going to extremes.  He goes to
extreme measures and lengths to reach out to people.

‘Police begin campaign to run down jaywalkers’–that was an actual
newspaper headline.  A bit extreme?  In this next segment our Lord
goes to extremes to makeHis point, so obviously if Jesus Christ would
go to extremes inHis ministry to say something, we ought to listen.

7:1 The Pharisees and some of the scribes gathered around
Him when they had come from Jerusalem, 2 and had seen that
some of His disciples were eating their bread with impure
hands, that is, unwashed. 3For the Pharisees and all the Jews
do not eat unless they carefully wash their hands, thus
observing the traditions of the elders; 4 and when they come
from the market place, they do not eat unless they cleanse
themselves; and there are many other things which they have
received in order to observe, such as the washing of cups and
pitchers and copper pots. 5 The Pharisees and the scribes
asked Him, “Why do Your disciples not walk according to the
tradition of the elders, but eat their bread with impure hands?”
6 And He said to them, “Rightly did Isaiah prophesy of you
hypocrites, as it is written:
‘THIS PEOPLE HONORS ME WITH THEIR LIPS, BUT THEIR

HEART IS FAR AWAY FROM ME.  7’BUT IN VAIN DO THEY
WORSHIP ME,TEACHING AS DOCTRINES THE PRECEPTS OF
MEN.’
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8 “Neglecting the commandment of God, you hold to the
tradition of men.”

The Pharisees were the religious legalists of Israel who lived to follow
the law and were more concerned with outward appearance than the
condition of the heart.  They thought that appearing clean on the
outside was enough to be pure in the eyes of God.Their whole religion
was focused on making them look clean and pure through all the
traditions that they kept.They outwardly appeared to be worshipping,
but their worship was in vain.

Rules are easier to follow than the word of God. Therefore the
Pharisees elevated the traditions and regulations of men above the
word of God.  They took away the power and authority of God’s word,
allthe while maintaining traditions that were powerless to make them
pure in the eyes of God.

7:9 He was also saying to them, “You are experts at setting
aside the commandment of God in order to keep your tradition.
10 “For Moses said, ‘HONOR YOUR FATHER AND YOUR
MOTHER’; and, ‘HE WHO SPEAKS EVIL OF FATHER OR MOTHER,
IS TO BE PUT TO DEATH’;  11 but you say, ‘If a man says to his
father or his mother, whatever I have that would help you is
Corban that is to say, given to God,’ 12 you no longer permit
him to do anything for his father or his mother;  13 thus
invalidating the word of God by your tradition which you have
handed down; and you do many things such as that.”

Jesus points out the difference between what the word of God said
and what the Pharisees were willing to do, and shows them their own
hearts.  In Exodus, the law says “Honor your father and mother”, and
Jesus rebukes them for letting their parents go without while they
themselves got rich. How do you honor your parents?  According to
Jesus,here honoring your parents has to do with financially supporting
them. You’ve got to remember Jesus and the PhariseesHe was
speaking to were all over thirty years of age.  At 30 waswhen Jewish
males entered the ministry and became priests, scribes, rabbis, etc.
For them honoring their parents didn’t mean doing what their parents
said, it meant providing financial security for them.  Jesus is saying,
“You guys are keeping traditions that cant make you pure they can
only make you look it, and by doing so you are diminishing the power
of the word of God in your lives to make you clean.”




